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Themes: 

• Seasons and weather 

• Northern Australia – Environment and Ecosystems 

• Aboriginal Culture and Artwork 
 

Discussion Questions & Activities: 

• Using both the illustrations and the written text on the first page opening, discuss the approaching storm. Why 
 does the author say ‘lightning flashes through liquorice clouds’? How does her use of figurative language add to 
 the text? What other examples of figurative language are used in Big Fella Rain? 

• Select one of the animals featured in Big Fella Rain. Retell the story in the role of this animal. 

• Discuss the way in which the author has used a range of simple, complex and compound sentences to vary the 
 pace of the story. Which type of sentence do you find grabs your attention the most? Why? 

• Compile a class word wall of vocabulary featured in Big Fella Rain. Use these words in your writing. 

• Compose a poem to retell what happens when the monsoons come. 

• Recreate your favourite page opening, carefully adopting the illustrator’s style in your drawings. 

• Brainstorm words and phrases associated with storms and heavy rain. Use these ideas to write your own piece of 
description about the type of weather depicted in Big Fella Rain. 

• On a map of Australia, locate the regions affected by monsoonal rains. Find your school’s location in relation to 
 northern Australia. 

• Using the search term ‘wet and dry seasons in northern Australia’ on Google Images, locate photos of the animal 
 life of northern Australia at these times. Create a photo journal to share your understanding of these seasons,  
 writing a sentence or two about how the wet season affects each animal in your journal. 

• Write a reflection sharing how you feel before, during and after heavy storms. 

• Discuss the importance of the wet season in Aboriginal culture. What is the connection between Indigenous 
 culture and the earth? 

• How do the illustrations convey the animals’ joy at the coming of the monsoon? 

• Create your own illustrations about the monsoonal rains, using the style of Fern Martins’ artwork as a guide. 

• Which is your favourite page opening in Big Fella Rain? Share your ideas with a friend. 

Big Fella Rain is a celebration of northern Australia as animals, birds, trees and a parched earth await the first 
rain. 
 

It is almost as if country stands still as the sparse yet evocative text pays homage to the transition from dry    
season to wet season in a country that is like no other place in the world. 
 

Fern Martins’ illustrations seamlessly portray the dramatic skies, the thirsty animals and tiny creatures whose 
very existence rely on the monsoonal changes. Her exquisite rendering of the big landscape against the subtle 
shifts in the environment have a timeless quality that will capture the hearts of all readers. 


