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Lamont Review: 
 

Welcome to the wonderful world of Nevermoor. An incredible book by a marvelous Australian debut author, 
Jessica Townsend. Jessica has created a whole new world based around a cursed child, Morrigan Crow.  
 

Morgan is cursed, and on the night that her death is due to occur, Morrigan is whisked away to Nevermoor by 
the intrepid explorer and esteemed member of the Wundrous Society, Jupiter North. He becomes Morrigan's 
patron to enter the trials so that she can become a member of the Wundrous Society too. But the four trials 
are hard, and the last trial where you must display 'a knack' is going to prove difficult as Morrigan's only 
known 'knack' is to bring trouble to all who cross her path. 
 

Filled with Dragonriders, a huge talking cat, an evil genius, a magical ever changing hotel, and lots of magic 
and illusion, you are sure to fall in love with Morrigan and this incredible world.  
 

This book has been compared to Harry Potter, and although it certainly has some similarities, it is unique and 
wonder filled enough to be its own great story.  However, it will certainly be loved by those that enjoyed Harry 
Potter, aged 9 and older. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher Notes provided by the publisher are available for this title. A full version is on our website. 

Blurb: 
 

Morrigan Crow is cursed. Born on an unlucky day, she is blamed for all local misfortunes, from hailstorms to heart 
attacks - and, worst of all, the curse means that Morrigan is doomed to die at midnight on Eventide. 
 

But as Morrigan awaits her fate, a strange and remarkable man named Jupiter North appears. Chased by black-smoke 
hounds and shadowy hunters on horseback, he whisks her away into the safety of a secret, magical city called            
Nevermoor. 
 

It's there that Morrigan discovers Jupiter has chosen her to contend for a place in the city's most prestigious               
organisation: the Wundrous Society. In order to join, she must compete in four difficult and dangerous trials against 
hundreds of other children, each boasting an extraordinary talent that sets them apart. Except for Morrigan, who 
doesn't seem to have any special talent at all. 
 

To stay in the safety of Nevermoor for good, Morrigan will need to find a way to pass the tests - or she'll have to leave 
the city to confront her deadly fate.  
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Accidental Heroes: The Rogues 1 
By Lian Tanner 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760293529 SCIS:  1827638 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

In the city of Berren, strange things happen all the time, but no one believes in magic...  
 

Duckling and her grandfather, Lord Rump, are tricksters who are always up to mischief. Grandpa promises 
to stop after one last scheme and so Pummel, a farm boy with a generous heart, gets entangled with them. 
 

As danger gets even closer, Duckling and Pummel must learn to trust themselves, and each other, and to 
believe in magic if they are to survive. 
 

A wonderful fantasy adventure story set in a vivid fantasy world. Both Duckling and Pummel are very       
likeable characters, and the story will suit both boys and girls in Year 4 and up. 
 

It is a fantastic read, with a strong theme of friendship and courage woven through it. This is a perfect     
introduction to this genre, and also the first book in a trilogy that will have your students waiting for Book 2.  
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

In the city of Berren, strange things happen. People disappear, trees sprout overnight. But no one believes in 
magic. No, to believe in magic would be disloyal… 
 

The devious Lord Rump and his granddaughter, Duckling, need a disposable boy, and Pummel, a farm boy 
looking for work in the city, fits the bill perfectly. Duckling is happy to tangle him in her grandpa's web, as long 
as Grandpa keeps his promise - that this is his very last Scheme. 
 

Lord Rump's machinations take both children into the strong-hold of Berren - where time has stopped and no 
one can leave - and before long they are entwined in a plot to kill the heir to the Faithful Throne.  
 

If they want to protect the Young Margrave, and save themselves from an awful death, Duckling and Pummel 
must learn to use the magic that no one else believes in.  
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Lamont Review: 
 
Poor Nelly. She has found herself in a tricky situation! 
 
Frustrated with the annoying behaviour of her little sister Alice, who keeps calling Nelly the name 
she really dislikes - Nelly Jelly - in front of her friend Hannah, Nelly reacts and throws Alice’s         
favourite doll high in the sky. 
 
The problem is, the doll doesn’t come down. It is stuck in the tree. How can Nelly get herself out of 
this one without revealing her biggest fear - heights! 
 
A good story for emerging readers about doing things for your family, making things right,                
friendship, overcoming your fears, and having a go. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

There’s only one thing that Nelly dislikes more than jelly, and that’s heights. In fact, she’s terrified 
of high places! But when she has to climb the magnificent tree to rescue her younger sister’s doll, 
Nelly has to not only face her greatest fear but a series of unexpected... soggy... squishy... and 
sticky things. Join Nelly Jelly and her friends for what will be a hilarious, fun and GROSS adventure 
up into the magnificent tree.  
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Nelly Jelly and the Magnificent Tree 
By Lisa Limbrick & Illustrated by Jemima Trappel 
Publisher: Wombat Books 
ISBN 9781925563184   SCIS: 1834703 
$9.99 



Max Booth Future Sleuth  -  Selfie Search 
By Cameron MacIntosh & Illustrated by Dave Atze 
Publisher: Big Sky Publishing 
ISBN 9781925520880   SCIS: 1834905 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Max and his trusty side kick Oscar are back, and on the hunt to find another relic from the past for 
Jessie and the museum. 
 
When they come across an ancient phone that is full of strange pictures of a young man, their 
search begins. In the background of one of his pictures is a famous and missing statue. If Max and 
Oscar can locate it and authenticate it, they might be eligible for the $7 million reward. 
 
But as is Max’s way, trouble never seems far away and it looks like this time he and Oscar might be 
in real trouble! 
 
This is a great series about being resourceful, inventive and creative. It will get the children thinking 
about the past and importantly about the future, and how future generations may look back on our 
lives today. 
 
A perfect read for junior to middle primary readers. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 
Teacher Notes provided by the publisher are available for this title. A full version is on our website. 

Blurb: 
 

Max has been handed an ancient mobile phone. It’s from the year 2017, which makes it more than 
400 years old! What’s more, it’s full of photos – all of the same person. 
 

Max and Oscar learn that the photos hold a secret that could lead them to fame and fortune. But 
the secret gets out, and Max and Oscar face the fight of their lives to keep their discovery safe 
from some very greedy hands... 
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