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Themes: 

• Friendship

• Self-Belief

• Resilience
Discussion Questions & Activities: 
Before Reading: 

• Show the cover to the class and ask students what they think the book might be about.

• What do the colours and the overall design tell them about the story?

• Do the endpapers tell them anything further about the story?

• What type of story do they think it will be?
After Reading:

• Discuss the author's reason for writing the text and the message she wanted to convey.

• Talk about what art is and the different forms of creative expression.

• Discuss particular interests and hobbies and ask children to consider how they like to express themselves creatively.

• Compose a poem about something that makes your ‘heart smile’.

• Identify and discuss choice of words and repetition in the text.

• Write a story about your favourite creative activity, or what being an artist means to you.

• Discuss how Sadie feels when she compares herself to Tom, or tries to paint. Talk about the activities that make her feel
better.

• Discuss Tom’s positive response to Sadie’s painting (supportive, encouraging) and how this is shown in the illustrations.

• Brainstorm the individual activities/creative pursuits that make the students feel happy.

• Discuss the individual and varying talents of each student. Have them design their own garden, then pass it around and
have other students draw a flower (containing a positive word about that student) in the garden.

• Brainstorm situations that have made the students feel frustrated and upset. Write them on cards. In small groups
discuss the difficult situations on the cards and decide on actions that could improve the situation. Write or draw an
action/outcome for the frustrating situation.

• Discuss Sadie’s discovery of patterns and pictures in unusual places.

• Turn different patterns or shapes into pictures.

• Design your ultimate billy cart, like Tom’s, or create an illustration of your dream garden.

• Take your students on a nature walk to collect ‘treasures’ - leaves, seeds, feathers and flowers. Provide students with a
magnifying glass when they return to class so they can have a closer look at their found objects. Ask them to look for
interesting patterns. Encourage them to draw them using coloured pencil and to draw them in black and white.

• Oral Language & Comprehension Questions are attached for your use

• A Book Review page is attached

Sadie wants to be a painter, just like her best friend, Tom. She loves playing with colour and finding shapes in 
unlikely places. But whenever Sadie picks up a paintbrush she makes a big mess. So instead, she spends her 
time working in the garden or playing with Tom. But, one day, Sadie gets a look at things from a different   
perspective — and makes a big discovery about herself and her own creativity. The Art Garden is a whimsical 
story about friendship and finding our creative flair. 

• Creativity

• Nature

• Individuality
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Oral Language & Comprehension Questions 

Page Turn Questions Check 
1 What is Sadie’s dream? 

2 How does Sadie play with colour? 

3 How do Tom’s paintings make her feel? 

4 What is she worried about? 

5 Why is she frustrated with her painting of a flower? 

6 Why do you think Tom hangs Sadie’s painting of a cake? 

7 List some of the things that make Sadie happy? 

8 Do you think Sadie enjoys painting? Why? 

9 What are some of the words used to describe the way 
Sadie paints? 
Do you think these are positive or negative words? 
Why? 

9 What does Sadie think about when she climbs her tree? 

10 What does the word ‘wailed’ mean? 

11 Looking down at her garden, what does she realise? 

12 What’s different when Sadie picks up the paint brush 
the fourth time? 

13 What does the word ‘clambered’ mean? 

14 What does it mean when Sadie’s heart smiles? 
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Book Review 

 Title: ___________________________________ 

Characters: Setting: 

What happens in the story? 

Did you like the story? Give it a score out of 5 stars. 



Draw a picture on the back of this page. 
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