
     
 

Teacher Resources  
The Very Noisy Baby 

by Alison Lester  
 
 
SYNOPSIS  
 
A baby living in a small pink house on the edge of town makes some very unusual 
sounds; she can bellow like a buffalo, roar like a lion and howl like a wolf. When the 
locals hear these noises coming from the house, they turn up looking for their missing 
animals. If their animals aren’t in the house, where could they be and how can they find 
them? Using her unique talents, the very noisy baby helps the community find their lost 
animal friends.  
 
From Australia’s most loved picture-book creator comes this funny, warm and joyful story, 
perfect for reading aloud to noisy babies and loud children alike. 
 
 
THEMES IN THE BOOK 
 
The Very Noisy Baby highlights the importance of community. The locals can’t find their 
missing animals on their own, but when they all work together, the animals come back. 
The story mentions the professions/roles of some of the characters in the community. 
 
The book reminds readers of the value of celebrating uniqueness and individuality. If 
the very noisy baby hadn’t had such an unusual knack for making animal sounds, the 
animals may never have been found!    
 
The resolution of the story relies on the problem solving of the baby’s sister. She uses 
creativity and flexible thinking to come up with a solution to the problem of the missing 
animals in her neighbourhood. 
 
 
 
STUDY NOTES 

• Before reading the story, ask the students to look at the front and back covers, 
and to discuss what might happen in the story. What do the animals have to do 
with a noisy baby? 

• There are many animals in the story. Ask the students to identify their favourite 
animal from the story and recount or write down everything they know about that 
animal: habitat, noises, origin, movement, diet. 

• Ask the students to choose their favourite animal in the book and write a story 
about this animal. Have them study the illustrations in The Very Noisy Baby and 
use them as inspiration for their own illustrations to accompany their own story. 

• As a group, discuss neighborhoods and community. Questions to ask the 
students may include: What makes a group of people a community? How do we 
know that the neighbours in the book are a community? Do you know any of the 
people on your street? Are there other children that live on your street? Do your 



     
 

neighbours have any pets? What are the jobs these characters do in the 
community?  

• The very noisy baby lives in a pink house on the edge of town. Ask the students to 
about where they live: What kind of house or apartment do they live in? What 
colour is it? Do they live on a quiet street or a loud street? Near the centre of town 
or far away? Ask students to draw their home.  

• In the book the animals all live in different places. Together, identify where each of 
the animals lives and ask the class to discuss why certain animals live in 
particular places. Why can’t you keep a tiger in your backyard as a pet? Why can’t 
you have a horse in your bedroom?  

• Some babies are noisy and some are giggly, some cry a lot and some are wriggly. 
Ask the students if they know what they were like as babies and to share stories 
they may have been told about their own babyhood and development. Where 
were they born? Do they have brothers and sisters? 

• The book is set in autumn. Looking at the illustrations ask the students how we 
can tell that it’s autumn. Talk about different seasons and what we would see in a 
drawing of winter, summer, spring and autumn. Ask the students to draw a picture 
of their favourite season.   

• What is the baby’s unique talent that allows her to solve the problem of the 
missing animal? Ask the students to identify their own unique talent, and to 
imagine a situation where it could be used to solve a problem. 

• Go through the book as a class and count how many people are in the very noisy 
baby’s family. Ask the students how many people are in their families. 

• On page 10 the very noisy baby is holding an owl teddy/toy. Ask the children to 
draw or discuss their favourite teddy or toy.  

 
 
ALISON LESTER’S INSPIRATION 
 
Alison Lester’s granddaughter, Trixie, was a very noisy baby. “Trixie made the most weird 
and wonderful noises when she was a baby. It felt like you’d walked into a menagerie 
when she got going,” said Alison. One day Alison said to her daughter, Clair (Trixie’s 
mum), “She’s just a very noisy baby” followed by, “Wow, that’s a great title for a book!” 
Clair is a children’s book editor, so it was the perfect project to bring the three 
generations together.   
 
 
ALISON LESTER’S BIO  
 
Alison grew up on a farm overlooking the sea and first rode a horse as a baby in her 
father’s arms. She still lives in the country and still rides her horse whenever she can. Her 
picture books mix imaginary worlds with everyday life, encouraging children to believe in 
themselves and celebrate the differences that make them special. 
 
In a career spanning decades, Alison Lester has written many books and won several 
prestigious awards including the 2005 Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) 
Picture Book of the Year Award for Are We There Yet? and the 2012 CBCA Eve Pownall 
Book of the Year Award for One Small Island. In Australia alone Alison has sold almost a 
million copies of her books, making her one of Australia’s bestselling and busiest authors.  



     
 
 
 
EDITORIAL COMMENT 
It is always a joy to enter the world of Alison Lester’s books. Her characters, both human 
and animal, are so warm and familiar, and her love of the natural world shines through 
every page. With its energy and rollicking rhythm, The Very Noisy Baby showcases 
Alison’s talent for creating a wonderful read-aloud story. The gorgeous participatory 
moments and satisfying resolution will make this a household favourite in no time. We are 
so fortunate as a country to have such an authentic, big-hearted and child-centred talent 
heading up our picture-book industry. The Very Noisy Baby is Alison Lester at her finest.  
 
 
 


