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Themes: 

• War 

• Reunion 

• Love 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 

• Pre-reading activity: Ask students to individually write down three words that describe what they think the book is about.  Use the 
student reflections to springboard into further discussion about expected characters, events and setting of the book. What clues 
does the front cover image give us to the stories within? 

• Through the eyes of the illustrator: Go through the book looking at the illustrations. Who has the illustrator depicted? What do we 
know about them from the artwork? Who is absent or out of focus in the pictures? Before reading the text ask students to choose 
an image and write a caption for the page.  

• Perspectives through poetry: Read the poems in the book. Who is the protagonist? What do the protagonists of each poem have in 
common? Ask students to identify similar words and ideas that are conveyed in each poem e.g. many of the characters ‘cry’ or 
discuss their loved one ‘coming back’. What is the impact of having many similar stories told through compact powerful poems? 

• Throughout time:  Create a timeline using a digital timeline or PPT template, record the date and the historical event. Research how 
Australia was involved in each of the wars described. What is the role of service people in helping in peace time and war.  

• Gone but not forgotten: Ask students to write a poem to those out of the frame but providing a service to society. What types of 
services do they contribute? Has the role of the serviceman changed over time? How does society view their contribution?  

• Telling stories: Ask students to research how their family has been affected by war. Remind students that variety of roles that   
service people play in our community – uncles or aunts who help keep the peace in Afghanistan, great- grandfathers who were part 
of the Japanese Occupation, parents who help defend our country in modern wars. Discuss why it is important to remember these 
stories.  

• When the war is over- ANZAC Day: Discuss how we remember all those who sadly didn’t return from war or who suffered                  
life-changing injuries. Visit the AWM website to learn more about how ANZAC Day recognises the contribution of all servicemen 
and women who lost their lives in all the military and peacekeeping operations in which Australia has been involved.  

• Healing after war:  In pairs ask students to identify the poems that refer to the challenges that families faced after the servicemen 
and women returned home.  How did war affect those who fought? What events do we have now to help those with psychological 
and physical injuries recover? Visit the Invictus Games website and review some of the athlete stories and discuss how sport and 
community can help with healing. https://www.invictusgames2018.org/ 

From one of Australia’s most-loved authors comes a book about homecomings, and the enduring power of love.  
 

Now the war is over 
And they say the world is free, 
Though somewhere guns are snarling, 
You've come back to me. 
 

War may never truly end, but there can be homecomings. 
 

From two of Australia's most highly regarded children's book creators, Jackie French and Anne Spudvilas, this is a 
powerful and moving book. Created from a poem, When the War is Over doesn't focus on one particular war, but 
covers a wide period from WWI to current-day peacekeeping around the world and highlights important aspects to 
draw in readers. 


