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Themes: 

• Australian plants and animals 

• Australian places and landscapes 

• Colour (primary colours, secondary colours, colour mixing) 
Discussion Questions: 

• Colouroos is a story about accepting others who are different and realising that deep down, everyone is the same. 
Have you ever met someone who initially seemed to be different to you, yet turned out to be similar in some way? 
Share an example from your own life with a classmate. 

• Write and illustrate your own story on the theme of diversity. You might like to choose an Australian animal to use as 
the main character. 

• Write an acrostic poem using the title ‘Colouroos’. 

• Introduce the terms ‘flora’ and ‘fauna’. Make a table of flora and fauna mentioned in the story or featured in the   
illustrations.  

• Choose one Australian plant or animal species to research on the internet. A useful starting point might be ‘Britannica 
for Kids’ (https://kids.britannica.com/kids)  

• Visit a park or botanical garden to see some of the plants mentioned in the book. 

• Do a botanical drawing of an Australian native plant. Label some of the features, such as leaves, stems, flowers and 
seed pods. What are some of the things the young roos might do with this plant? 

• Kangaroos are famous for their pouches, but they are not the only animals with this unique feature. Research online a 
list of animals with pouches. What else do all these animals have in common? 

• Locate the different parts of the world that students’ families come from on a map or globe. Explore how their               
journeys could be compared to the kangaroos’ journeys to the waterhole. 

• Discuss drought as a class. What are some of the effects of drought? Make a poster showing things people can do to 
help during times of drought.  

• Explore the way McGregor uses colour in her illustrations to emphasise key themes. 

• Mix primary colours to make the colours of each of the baby roos. What other colours can you make? 

• Cut out a kangaroo shape and decorate it with patterns, pictures and words that represent you as an individual.     
Display the roos on a ‘Diversity Wall’ in the classroom.  

• Activity sheets are attached for your use. 

Deep in the heart of the Red Centre lived a mob of red kangaroos. During a long, hot drought, 
the thirsty roos went searching for water. When three different groups of kangaroos - red, blue 
and yellow - all come to the same watering hole, they aren't sure what to make each of other at 
first. But they soon they discover that they aren't so different after all. As the three groups      
become one, new colours appear, and soon the roos have created a beautiful rainbow! On the 
surface, this is a fun, light-hearted story about the colour spectrum, but on deeper level it is a 
beautiful celebration of diversity.  

• Difference and diversity 

• Acceptance and inclusion 

• Weather (drought)  



Colour Mixing Quiz
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Solve the quiz below by colouring in the blank kangaroos.

TIP: If you get stuck, 
experiment by mixing 

pencil or paint colours.



Colourful Destinations 1. Create imaginary tourist destinations by 

combining words from each column (right) as 

inspiration. There are no right or wrong answers, 

try for interesting or unusual combinations.

3. Draw how you 

imagine it would look 

on a postcard?

Optional exercise. Show the class your postcard and discuss what a 

holiday is like at your destination (maybe it’s good, maybe it’s bad). 

Remember, it’s all make-believe, so have fun and use your imagination.

Front of postcard

TIP: Use different coloured lines 
for each combination.

Red

Orange

Yellow

Green

Aqua

Blue

Purple

White

Black

Grey

Brown

Valley

Mountains

Coast

Desert

Forest

River

Sea

Glacier

Island

City

Village

2. Choose your favourite destination from above   

__________  __________. (eg. Orange Glacier)

Colouroos features many colourul place 

names, eg. the Red Centre – named after the 

red dirt of the region, the Blue Mountains – 

named after it’s appearance from a distance  

and the Gold Coast – named not for it’s 

golden yellow sand, but because real estate 

prices were very high in the 1950s.
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