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Themes: 
• Moon landing from an Australian perspective 
• History 
Discussion Questions: 
• Before opening Touch the Moon, hold the cover up to your students and ask them what they think this story 

will be about? After they answer, ask them if the illustration and title helped them work this out. Ask some 
background questions to gauge how much your class knows about the space exploration in general, and the 
moon landing in particular. 

• What do we call men and women who travel to the moon or space in general?  
• What country first landed a human on the Moon? (Hint: look at the flag on the astronaut’s sleeve) 
• When did the first human land on the Moon? (Hint: We are approaching the 50th anniversary) 
• How is the Moon different to the Earth?  
• Read the story once and ask the following comprehension questions: 

 What big event are the boy and his mother waiting to watch on TV? 
 Do you think the boy in the story is very interested in space and astronauts? What clues in the pictures 

and words tell you that? 
 Is this story set in winter or summer? List three things from the story that told you which season it is. 
 Why is the boy as excited by what is happening outside his window as what is happening on his TV? 
 What was the name of the first man to ‘touch the moon’?  
 Why did Neil Armstrong hop ‘like a kangaroo’ on the moon? 

• Ask students why they think the artist chose to show the actual moon-landing in black and white?  How does 
this contrast with the colours chosen to show the outside scenes in the story and why? 

• Discuss with older students the meaning of, ‘But the footprints Neil Armstrong left on the moon…will never 
fade.’ Talk about how words can have a literal meaning and a metaphorical meaning and encourage students 
to explain the story’s final words in both contexts. 

• Ask students to describe in their own words the images on the front and back endpapers and why they think 
the artist wanted to show these images. 

• Invite students to ask older family members about their memories of the day Neil Armstrong landed on the 
Moon. Transcribe these memories onto a large, decorated sheet of cardboard and place it on a wall in your 
classroom. 

Neil stepped out of the module. He moved carefully down the small ladder. He reached the last step and 
stopped. Slowly, he placed his foot on the moon. 'That's one small step for man, one giant leap for    
Mankind.' It's a cold day in July and on a small television screen in Australia, a man is going to walk on the 
moon! At the same time, outside the window, another kind of miracle is unfolding. A lyrical personal    
account of the first moon walk, commemorating the 50th anniversary of this momentous global event.  


