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Synopsis:  

Neil stepped out of the module.  

He moved carefully down the small ladder.  

He reached the last step and stopped. 

Slowly, he placed his foot on the moon. 

'That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.' 

It’s a cold day in July and David is watching television -- a man is going to walk on the 

moon! At the same time, outside his window another kind of miracle is unfolding. It’s one of 

the coldest days on record and by the time Neil Armstrong steps on the moon, the streets and 

gardens of Peterborough might be covered in a thick blanket of snow.  

A personal and local story, Touch the Moon is an ideal way to commemorate the 50th 

anniversary of Man’s quest into space. 

Style: 

Touch the Moon is a beautifully-written story about what it was like that cold day in July. 

Phil takes us from the incredible images flickering on his television screen to the landscape 

that was being transformed outside. The parallel works beautifully and we are left with the 

sense of wonder and excitement that filled the heads and hearts of people, especially children, 

all around the world that day in July.   

In the author’s own words: 



‘My inspiration [for the book] was a childhood memory. The day that man landed on the 

moon I was living in the Mid North of S.A. I was sent home from school and whilst I was 

sitting watching the moon landing it began to snow!  

‘I had to decide where or not to watch Armstrong put his foot on the moon or go out and play 

in the snow.’ Phil Cummings 

‘I loved that this book is not only a personal memory of a time in the author’s life but 

celebrates a time in the life of so many people who remember the day Man walked on the 

moon. To me, there was a beautiful reflection of the unknown, the foreign and the magical 

environment that was created that day in both an earthly weather event that turned the land 

white, and the moonscape, with footprints marking the presence in the grey graphite 

landscape. I wanted to try and show this similarity of the foreign but beautiful landscape and 

hope that I have helped to enhance Phil’s gentle memories of this very special day.’  

Coral Tulloch 

Author and Illustrator Backgrounds: 

Phil Cummings is the author of over sixty books for children, in a career that has spanned 

thirty years. His work has been published around the world and has received multiple awards. 

Most recently, Ride, Ricardo, Ride! was a 2016 CBCA Honour Book, and Boy was 

shortlisted for the 2018 CBCA Book of the Year Award and won the 2017 Children's Peace 

Literature Award. Phil's favourite pastimes are listening to music, trying to play guitar, 

watching the cricket, cheering for the Adelaide Crows in the AFL, working in the garden and 

walking Daisy, his little (but very bossy) Jack Russell terrier. He lives in South Australia. 

 

Coral Tulloch has illustrated over sixty fiction and non-fiction books for children, in 

Australia and internationally. Her book Antarctica, The Heart of the World, which she wrote 

and illustrated, won the 2004 Environment Award for Children's Literature. One Small 

Island, Coral's highly-acclaimed book about Macquarie Island which she created with Alison 

Lester, won the 2012 CBCA Book of the Year Award, as well as the Environment Award for 

Children's Literature in the same year. Coral lives in Tasmania. 

Suggestions for Classroom Discussion and Application: 

 



• Before opening Touch the Moon hold the cover up to your students and ask them what 

they think this story will be about? After they answer, ask them if the illustration and 

title helped them work this out. Ask some background questions to gauge how much 

your class knows about the space exploration in general, and the moon landing in 

particular. 

- What do we call men and women who travel to the moon or space in general? 

(A: Astronauts) 

- What country first landed a human on the Moon? (Hint: look at the flag on the 

astronaut’s sleeve. A: United States of America) 

- When did the first human land on the Moon? (Hint: We are approaching the 

50th anniversary in July. A: July 21, 1969) 

- What is being reflected in the astronaut’s face mask? (A: a lunar module) 

- How is the Moon different to the Earth? (Hint: think about gravity, oxygen, 

the surface is rocky and barren.) 

 

• Read the story once and ask the following comprehension questions: 

- What big event is the boy and his mother waiting to watch on TV? 

- Do you think the boy in the story is very interested in space and astronauts? 

What clues in the story’s pictures and words tell you that? 

- Is this story set in winter or summer? List three things from the story that told 

you which season it is? 

- Why is the boy as excited by what is happening outside his window as what is 

happening on his TV? 

- What was the name of the first man to ‘touch the moon’?  

- Why did Neil Armstrong hop ‘like a kangaroo’ on the moon? 

 

• Ask students why they think the artist chose to show the actual moon-landing in black 

and white?  How does this contrast with the colours chosen to show the outside scenes 

in the story and why? 

 

• Note to older students that most pages feature an extended frame over the double-

page spread and then ask them to find at least two examples where the framing 

changes and why they think the artist chose to do so in those pages. 



 

• Discuss with older students the meaning of, ‘But the footprints Neil Armstrong left on 

the moon…will never fade.’ Talk about how words can have a literal meaning and a 

metaphorical meaning and encourage students to explain the story’s final words in 

both contexts. 

 

• Ask students to describe in their own words the images on the front and back 

endpapers and why they think the artist wanted to show these images. 

 

• Invite students to ask older family members about their memories of the day Neil 

Armstrong landed on the Moon. Transcribe these memories onto a large, decorated 

sheet of cardboard and place it on a wall in your classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


