
Sensitive 
By Allayne L. Webster  
Publisher: University of Queensland Press  
ISBN 9780702260483  SCIS: 1913025 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

We gain an in-depth and personal insight into chronic eczema, through the eyes of 13-year-old     
Samantha. 
 

After moving to a new town, she decides a new start is in order - a new start involving not letting 
anyone know about her illness. She makes a wonderful friend in Livvy, and has the beginnings of a 
love interest with a boy, also called Sam. 
 

However, as her eczema continually flares and her other allergies take their toll, it becomes               
increasingly difficult to continue to hide her secret. 
 

With a terrific ending of hope, Sensitive will help many sufferers and their friends understand this 
condition better. Allayne L Webster grew up and lives with chronic atopic eczema herself, and 
through Sam’s journey she gives us an insight into the challenges that can come with this, but that 
life can, and does, go on with the love and support of family and friends. This was a great read, and 
I finished this book with a real feeling that the world would be a better place with a little bit more 
empathy and understanding. 
 

With themes of illness, friendship, family and hope this is a lovely, and definitely a ‘sensitive’ story, 
that will most appeal Year 6 - 9 girls. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

When thirteen-year-old Samantha moves to a new town, she decides to reinvent herself. She wants 
to be called SJ now. She’s going to be cool and mysterious. But above all, she’s going to pretend to 
be healthy. 

SJ suffers from chronic eczema and allergies –  she’s sick of doctors’ appointments and tests, sick of 
itchiness and pain, sick of looking different, feeling different. All SJ wants is to be ‘normal’. She’ll do 
whatever it takes to keep her illness a secret. After all, would new friend Livvy or cute boy Sam still 
want to hang out with her if they knew the truth? 
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Land of Fences 
By Mark Smith 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781925773583   SCIS: 1918980 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Finn and Kas are surviving with their friend Ray in a quarantined area after the virus that changed 
their lives forever. They both fear the authorities as Kas is still a ‘Siley’ or slave. Their worst fears 
are confirmed when Kas is captured and Finn is left behind. He knows he can’t abandon her, but 
will he get through the fences undetected? 
 

This is the third book in the trilogy, but I haven't read the first two as we wanted to see if this 
could be read as a stand alone story, and it certainly can be. I am going to go back read the first 
two, as the characters are so compelling and the story is beautifully written. 
 

It is a story of courage, love and friendship, but it is also action packed. It is about taking chances 
and standing up for what you believe in, even in the face of the most daunting adversity. Finn and 
Kas both learn that family and loyalty are not bound by blood, but by the people who love and 
care for you. 
 

Highly recommended for all those in Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

Finn and Kas are surviving on the coast - more than surviving - they’re enjoying the surf, the summer 
and being together. And now, the lights of Wentworth mean life could soon be back to normal. Finn 
is cautiously optimistic, but Kas knows she can never escape her status as a Siley, and that a return to 
slavery is a very real possibility. She’s nervous. And it turns out she’s right to be. When Kas is         
captured and taken inside the fences, Finn faces his greatest challenge yet. Land of Fences is the    
compelling third and final novel in Mark Smith’s highly acclaimed action-packed trilogy that began 
with The Road to Winter.  
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When The Ground is Hard 
By Malla Nunn 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760524814  SCIS: 1913023 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

You will love sharing Adele’s journey of a year in her life at Keziah Christian Academy, a boarding 
school in Swaziland.  
 

Adele’s mother is a beautiful Swazi and her ‘sometimes’ father is a businessman who keeps            
Adele’s family a secret from his other white family in the city. 
 

Adele is taught to be thankful and knows and accepts her place in the world. But her world shifts 
when upon returning from holidays her place in the upper class group is taken by a new wealthy 
girl. She is placed with the impetuous and lower class Lottie in a room left empty after a                     
mysterious death occurred in it years earlier.  
 

But as her friendship with Lottie develops, Adele begins to understand that sometimes you must 
stand up for what is right.  
 

The nuances of a world set in 1960’s Swaziland are explored - filled with racial tension, and            
ancient beliefs and customs. It is a world that I thoroughly enjoyed reading about and learning 
from. 
 

It is a terrific novel with themes of position in the world, prejudice, bullying, friendship and       
discovering your heritage. It is an ideal novel for all readers 12 and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

Adele loves being one of the popular girls at Keziah Christian Academy. She knows the upcoming 
semester at school will be great with her best friend Delia at her side. Then Delia dumps her for a 
new girl with more money, and Adele is forced to share a room with Lottie, the school pariah, who 
doesn't pray and defies teachers' orders. As they share a copy of Jane Eyre, Lottie's gruff exterior 
and honesty grow on Adele, and together they take on bullies and protect each other from the 
vindictive and prejudiced teachers. When a boy goes missing on campus, Adele and Lottie must 
work together to solve the mystery, in the process learning the true meaning of friendship.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Sixteen-year-old Eila loves virtual reality and when she is shortlisted to be the face of tech giant 
Pearl, she thinks it will be the best time of her life. The problem is who and what can you trust 
when virtual reality is taking over the world? 
 

When a government agency forces her to become a spy for them and her activist friend uncovers a 
murderous plot, Elia must decide far she is prepared to go to protect not only herself, but many 
innocent lives. 
 

This is a fast-paced, futuristic thriller, full of twists and turns and all based around the use of virtual 
reality. Given the rise in technology, this may be in the not too distant future. Readers will love Eila 
and her friend Mei, as they try to outsmart the adults who are determined to control everyone’s 
lives.  
 

Full of courage and compassion, Eila must make life threatening decisions on the run, and has only 
herself to trust to work out which facts are real and which are a figment of imagination. 
 

A great read that will make you question whether a life controlled by technology, with no human 
empathy or understanding, is a life anyone would want! 
 

A great read that will most appeal to girls in Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb:  

Who can you trust when nothing is as real as virtual reality? In a time when nothing is as real as 
virtual reality, sixteen-year-old Eila is shortlisted in a competition by a global technology giant. But 
then law enforcement officers force her to spy for them, underground activists reveal a murderous 
plot and someone uses virtual reality to fill her head with a stranger’s thoughts. Amid secrets, lies 
and distortions, Eila must decide how far she will go to protect innocent lives.  
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Mindcull 
By K H Canobi  
Publisher: Ford Street Publishing 
ISBN 9781925804232   SCIS: 1913027 
$19.95 



Pirate Boy of Sydney Town 
By Jackie French  
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460754795  SCIS: 1918375 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in the early 1800’s, Pirate Boy is a 12-year-old English Lord called Ben Huntsmore. His rogue father has 
lost the family estate to gambling and decides to take Ben to Australia aboard a ship transporting convicts.  

Not many survived the journey as payment was made for those taken, not for those delivered safely.  
 
The real action for Ben begins once they arrive in Australia. Ben leaves Sydney with his father captaining a 
boat with a mean crew, under the guise of defending England, but with the real intention of raiding Dutch 
ships off the west coast of Australia. After a successful, bloody attack, the crew mutinies, killing Ben’s father. 
Ben is saved by a convict named Higgins and an Indigenous man named Guwara. 
 

There follows an amazing story of survival as the three of them travel together on a small boat along the 
south coast of Australia, making their way back to Botany Bay. 
 

Guwara uses all of his indigenous skills to find water, catch food and keep these three alive, and teaches Ben 
so much along the way. 
 

I won’t reveal the end, but can say that this was a terrific middle years novel, ideal for shared reading. It is 
filled with action, tyranny, survival and friendship, and we get a great look into life in Australia in those early 
years. With cameo appearances by Nanberry and Tom Appleby, Pirate Boy fits nicely into that same Year           
5 - 8 age range. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the Publisher are available on our website for this title. 

Blurb: 
 

Twelve-year-old Ben Huntsmore is the son of a shipowner, an only child who loves the farming life on his 
mother's family estate, Badger's Hill. But when Ben's father loses their ancestral home in 1809 as payment for 
a gambling debt, Ben reluctantly joins him in a desperate venture to win it back, capturing enemy trading ships 
off the west Australian coast. While at sea, Ben must face not just the giant waves of the Southern Ocean but 
also the guns of a Dutch ship, along with unexpected treachery. And only the friendships of the mysterious 
convict Higgins and the young Indigenous sailor Guwara will help Ben survive, as well as show him the true 
meaning of loyalty and riches. From renowned children's author Jackie French comes a book filled with      
swashbuckling adventures and which uncovers Australia's hidden history as a pirate port and slavers' den.   
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Little Stones 
By Elizabeth Kuiper  
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702262548   SCIS: 1918998 
$29.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is young Australian author Elizabeth Kuiper’s first novel, in which she gives us a personal and 
in-depth understanding of the rapidly changing world in Zimbabwe, under the rule of Robert         
Mugabe. 
 

Hannah is in upper primary school when her grandparent’s farm is taken by ex-military native           
Zimbabweans, in the name of reclaiming their rightful land. 
 

It is a frightful time where change is taking place very quickly and un-democratically, and Hannah’s 
once entitled life is turned upside down. 
 

With her separated parents warring with each other, her mother wanting to take Hannah and 
move to Australia, and her country in turmoil, Hannah begins to understand the vastly different 
lives that people lead. 
 

With themes of racism, violence, and family break-up, but above all family love, friendship,               
immigration and a hope for a better future, Little Stones is a terrific novel that is suitable for all 
secondary students. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Hannah lives in Zimbabwe during the reign of Robert Mugabe. It's a country of petrol queues and 
power cuts, food shortages and government corruption. Yet Hannah is lucky. She can afford to go to 
school, has never had to skip a meal, and lives in a big house with her mum and their Shona       
housekeeper. Hannah is wealthy, she is healthy and she is white. But money can't always keep you 
safe.  
 

As the political situation becomes increasingly unstable and tensions within Hannah's family           
escalate, her sheltered life is threatened. She is forced to question all that she's taken for granted, 
including where she belongs.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

The thing I love about this series is that you can read a story quickly if you only choose one ongoing 
path, and then re-read different paths later. You get a different, easy to read, story lots of times in 
the same book! 
 

This story looks at the life of Mackenzie (Mack), whose Mum gets a great job in her old country 
town. Mack must choose to either stay in the city with her Dad and his new girlfriend, or go with 
Mum. So: 
• city or country 
• Dad or Mum 
• great band with a future or a new start 
• BFF Immy or Granny - Mack’s favourite person in world 
 

You choose Mack’s path with lots of conflicting storylines. Nova Weetman has written a wonderful 
story (or stories!) that will be loved and re-loved. It will most appeal to girls aged 10—14. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

A contemporary pick-a-path series about life, first crushes and friendship, that lets the reader choose 
how the story goes!  

Mackenzie loves her life in the city. She’s in a band with her bestie, she’s just met a cute boy called 
Toby, and she doesn’t mind moving between her parents’ places each week. But then her mum    
decides to move away, and everything changes… 

1. When Mack moves to the country with her mum, she starts hanging out with music-mad Laura… 
and drifting apart from her old best friend, Immy. Are they destined to lose their friendship,           
especially when Mack’s old band is playing without her?  

2. When Mack decides to live with her dad in the city, she has to put up with his control-freak       
girlfriend moving in too! But maybe the upcoming Battle of the Bands competition – and getting to 
know the adorable Toby – will be enough of a distraction… 

Follow your heart right to the end, or go back and choose all over again.  
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Choose Your Own Ever After  -  Change of Heart   
By Nova Weetman 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760502522  SCIS: 1919019 
$14.99 


