
Vincent and the Grandest Hotel on Earth 
By Lisa Nicol  
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9781760890681 SCIS: 1916359 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the type of book that will be loved kids aged 8 to 11. It is full of all the best things that your 
dreams could imagine! 
 

Vincent lives in the very ordinary town of Barry in a particularly poor household. Then comes his 
luckiest day, the day he takes his grandfather’s magical shoe shine kit to town to try and make 
some money. 
 

He is spotted by Florence from the Grandest Hotel on Earth, which is just up the mountain, and she 
immediately offers him a job. They develop a close bond and the world is marvellous. But then one 
mistake by Vincent begins to unravel his good fortune... 
 

I can’t risk spoiling the story by telling you more, but can I say it involves learning right from wrong, 
understanding true friendship and the importance of family. 
 

This is a wonderful book that is jam packed with ‘Grand’ - and who doesn't want a bit of ‘Grand’ in 
their life! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher notes that have been prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Perched high on the snowy slopes of the Mabombo Ranges lies The Grandest Hotel on Earth. It's   
wilder than the African savanna, more fantastical than Disneyland and more magical than Shangri-la. 
 

So when ordinary eleven-year-old Vincent meets the hotel's young Florence he sets off on a path 
leading into his most wondrous dreams. 
 

But of course, dreams have a funny way of taking strange and surprising turns and, before long,    
Vincent is torn between right and wrong, friendship and family and the most enticing of desires - to 
see into the future . . . 
 

Warning - this book includes insanely cute pocket dogs, travelling by llama or jet pack, chocolate    
fountains and shoes that play Bach.  
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Lizard’s Tale 
By Weng Wai Chan 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781925603910  SCIS:1916350 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is an extremely fast-paced action mystery that will keep readers enthralled. 
 

Lizard is a young boy just trying to get by on his own, after his Uncle Archie mysteriously           
disappeared, although Lizard has never given up hope that he might one day find him. 
 

Set in Singapore in 1940, Lizard has done what it takes until now to survive, including 
stealing when he had to. But one small, stolen teak box suddenly thrusts him into the  
middle of international spy games. Could any of this possibly be linked to Uncle Archie’s          
disappearance? 
 

It is a fantastic first novel by Weng Wai Chan and gives a wonderful insight into life during 
this time. It has fabulous and strong characters, with many twists and turns, and you will 
find yourself just wanting Lizard and his Uncle Archie to be ok in the end! 
 

It will be enjoyed by all readers in Year 5  -  Year 8. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher notes that have been prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our 
website www.lamontbooks.com.au 
 

Blurb: 
 

It’s Singapore in 1940, war is just around the corner—but twelve-year-old Lizard doesn’t 
know that. He lives in Chinatown above a tailor’s shop, surviving on his wits and hustling for 
odd jobs. 
 

When he steals a small teak box containing a Japanese code book from a Raffles Hotel 
suite, he finds himself in a dangerous world of wartime espionage. Lizard doesn’t know who 
to trust. How is the mysterious book inside the box connected to his friend Lili, a girl full of 
secrets and fighting skills? Can he trust her, or will she betray him in the end? 
 

Lizard’s Tale is an action-packed adventure for middle-grade readers, set in a British colony 
in Asia as the Japanese invasion of Singapore looms. 
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Girl Geeks 1: The Hackathon 
By Alex Miles  
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143795056   SCIS: 1916362 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Hamsa’s class is having a hackathon, but she has no idea what this! When her teacher tells them 
they must work in groups of 4 to design, make, code and build their own idea, Hamsa finds herself 
in a different group to her usual friends. Can they learn to work together or will silly things tear 
them apart? 
 

This is a brilliant introduction to coding and tech use all aimed at making girls realise that they can 
change the world. Aimed at Year 5 and 6 girls, this book is designed to stimulate your imagination 
and inspire you to have a go, even if you don’t understand all the strange words and acronyms 
used! 
 

It is also a story of friendship and friendship groups that don’t always stay the same. It’s about 
finding people who let you be your true self and being ok with making mistakes as you grow up 
and learn about life. 
 

Thoroughly enjoyable story, and will hopefully inspire more girls to take up the STEM challenge 
and make the world a better place for everyone. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

Hamsa's teacher has announced that their class will be doing their very own hackathon. 
 

A hack-a-what? thinks Hamsa. She doesn't know anything about tech or coding! 
 

Can Hamsa and her team come up with the goods or will things fall apart as she plays it too cool 
for school?  
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Stella the Unstoppable and the School Camp Kerfuffle 
By Richard Newsome  
Publisher: Affirm Press 
ISBN 9781925870480   SCIS:1922853 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Stella is so excited to be going on her Grade 5 camp! Even though the food is supposed to 
be terrible and there is a rumour that a previous student never returned home, she is still 
excited. 
 

Stella is determined to win the Camp Cup with her friends, but that might be easier said 
than done, especially with ‘Lucky’ Lizzie Lawless on her team.  
 

This is a fun story that is full of action and pranks, but there is more to it than that. When 
loud and confident Stella is asked to look out for and make sure quiet Lizzie is included in 
things, a very unlikely friendship emerges and Stella soon realises that there is far more to 
Lizzie than she had ever taken the time to learn. 
 

This will be thoroughly enjoyed by all junior to middle primary girls. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Hi! I'm Stella and yes, I'll admit it. I am just a teeny tiny bit obsessed with winning the Camp 
Cup this year. Who wouldn't be? The winner gets a pizza party! Year Five camp only comes 
around once in a lifetime and it's going to be awesome. Except... the campsite is on the 
edge of an old abandoned graveyard. And there's a rumour that a kid called Spud Riley 
went to camp and never came back. AND we're on a Camp Cup team with Lizzie Lawless, 
and the thing you need to know about Lizzie Lawless is - oh. Never mind. You'll see... It's 
going to be hectic. Yes. No. Really.  
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Into the Wild: Wolf Girl 1 
By Anh Do  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760525095  SCIS: 1921772 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
When a disaster occurs and Gwen and her family flee their home, along with everyone else in 
town, they don’t expect to get separated. When Gwen finds herself alone in the forest, she tries to 
find her family, but to no avail.  
 
What she finds instead is four dogs - all hungry and alone like her. So begins a new family as                   
together they learn to hunt and help each other survive. Years pass, and Gwen realises the puppy 
she found is now a fully grown wolf  -  is she still the leader of this pack? 
 
A wonderful new adventure series from Anh Do that readers will absolutely love. With strong  
themes of family, survival, friendship and adventure, this book will appeal to both boys and girls in 
Year 4 and up who love great characters and a fast-paced story. 
 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 
 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

I crawled onto the bank and collapsed, exhausted. From the dirt, I looked up in amazement at four 
dogs staring down at me. Was I dreaming? Had I gone mad? It all seemed very real. 'You guys 
saved me!' I said, as I sat up in my dripping clothes. 'I owe you.' When disaster separates Gwen 
from her family, she must fend for herself, all alone in the wilderness. Luckily, she's not alone for 
long... When a wolf puppy, a Labrador, a Chihuahua, and a greyhound want to make friends, Gwen 
discovers talents she didn't know she possessed. It will take all her new skills and strength just to 
survive. Does Gwen have what it takes to be leader of the pack?  
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Scoop McLaren: Detective Editor 
By Helen Castles & Illustrated by Beatriz Castro 
Publisher: New Frontier Publishing 
ISBN 9781925594836    SCIS:1916333 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Scoop McLaren is a feisty and determined thirteen-year-old who runs her own online newspaper 
‘Click!’ with her best friend Evie.  
 
The girls are passionate about the truth and making sure that the residents of their small town,  
Higgity Harbour, know exactly what is going on. But everything is not normal in their town. 
 
Sonny Fink also writes online news. And whatever headline is posted by Sonny at midnight is sure 
to happen the next day. Unfortunately though, all these headlines are bad and cause havoc! So 
Scoop and Evie make it their mission to find out exactly who Sonny Fink and why Sonny is                
determined to destroy their town. 
 
This is a wonderful fast-paced mystery, and the first in a new series, that will have you following 
the clues with Scoop and Evie as they try to stop the evil in their town. It will be enjoyed by those 
in middle and senior primary, and will mostly appeal to girls. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

What do you do when an evil reporter wreaks havoc in a quiet coastal town? Sonny Fink 
writes online news that is uploaded at one minute past midnight every night. The news is 
always frightfully awful and if Sonny writes it, it is bound to happen! Thirteen-year-old  
detective and reporter, Scoop McLaren and her best friend, Evie set on a mission to       
discover everything about this mysterious Sonny Fink...  
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