
Toffle Towers 1: Fully Booked 
By Tim Harris & Illustrated by James Foley 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143795421   SCIS:1921156 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Chegwin is a dreamer who is very easily distracted and who has a hard time at school. Not 
only do the other kids not associate with him, but his teacher clearly dislikes him too! He is 
a sensitive and caring boy, and really just wants people to be nice. 
 

So when a letter arrives for Chegwin and he is told he has inherited a hotel, he jumps at the 
chance of a new adventure. It couldn't possibly be worse than being at school without any 
friends!  
 

His parents support him and so they move to Toffle Towers. The only problem is, the hotel 
hasn’t had a customer in a very long time and the money is fast running out. Can Chegwin 
and his crazy ideas turn this place around and save the jobs of all the staff?  
 

This is a fun read about thinking outside the square and using your imagination, the                 
importance of friends and family, all with some mystery thrown in too! 
 

Readers aged 8+ will be eagerly awaiting the next instalment of this new series. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Toffle Towers is about to be inherited by the next generation. 
 

Chegwin Toffle is only ten years old. But he isn't going to let that stop him from turning this 
run-down hotel into a success. Chegwin is determined to transform Toffle Towers from a 
boring hotel for grown-ups into an incredibly exciting destination for children (and their 
families). 
 

But running a hotel isn't easy. Chegwin has a lot to learn, and his tendency to drift off into 
daydreams isn't helping. 
 

Chegwin has plenty of ideas. But can he turn his madcap daydreams into reality?  
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Mika and Max 
By Laura Bloom 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781760651145  SCIS: 1922006 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a wonderful story about finding out who you really are. 
 

Mika is at a cross roads in her life. She is growing up and changing, and her family just don’t seem 
to understand her. Her siblings gang up on her and the relationship with her parents, particularly 
her Mum, seems to be getting more strained by the day. Not to mention the issue with her music! 
 

So when her family go to music festival and stay with friends of her father, Mika is not impressed. 
It is the last place she wants to be, especially when her friends are at home having a sleepover. The 
family they are staying with have a ten-year-old son, Max, who has autism. Mika and Max seem to 
form an instant connection. It’s like they both just click with each other, and understand what each 
is going through, without even saying anything. 
 

But when a family outing together doesn't go according to plan, it is a realisation and a wake up 
call for all involved.  
 

This is a beautiful and sensitive story about growing up, acceptance, family, friendships and taking 
some risks.  
 

It will be enjoyed by all readers aged 10 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

A story about a girl who meets a boy who changes everything. 
 

When 13-year-old Mika is forced to attend a music festival with her family, she resigns herself to 
hippies, heat, and embarrassment. But nothing could prepare her for Max, who’s almost 10 and 
has autism. When the two of them join forces, a series of unexpected and life changing events  
unfolds. 
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The Brilliant Ideas of Lily Green 
By Lisa Siberry  
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760503659   SCIS:1922011 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

When 12-year-old Lily’s world starts to crack, the voice of her Dad is there telling her to have a go. 
He was an inventor after all! 
 

But her Dad has died and the family beauty salon is facing bankruptcy because of a lack of           
customers. Lily’s best friend has started hanging out with her enemy, whose Mum owns a string of 
successful salons. 
 

Now the science competition is coming and Lily is paired with her new quiet neighbour Ivy, and the 
TV star Lab Girls are going to be the judges! What amazing thing to make the world better can they 
come up with? 
 

Their ideas are beauty related and generally involve ingredients taken from the marvellously weird 
garden of Ivy’s grandmother, Rosa. But Lily doesn't tell anyone where she is getting these              
ingredients that do amazing things, and when they start turning bad, she must face reality. 
 

With Lily facing much underhanded behaviour and plain meanness, the reader will just want               
everything to turn out right for her and her family! 
 

A great debut novel with themes of family, friendship, honesty and the true meaning of beauty, this 
book will most appeal to readers in upper primary and lower secondary, especially girls. 
 

Reviewed by Rob  

Blurb: 
 

A dash of Judy Blume, a spoonful of secrets and a whole lot of fun get mixed up in this big-hearted 
debut by Ampersand Prize-winning author Lisa Siberry. Twelve-year-old Lily Green’s life is falling 
apart. Her best friend, Violet, is more interested in the latest shade of lip gloss than hanging out. 
Her enemy, Zoe, is determined to beat Lily in the school science competition – and win                           
Violet’s friendship, too. Worst of all, Lily's precious family beauty salon – the last connection she has 
to her dad – has hit hard times, and her mum has decided to sell it. 
 

When Lily accidentally mixes up a string of wild and wonderful beauty products from the mysterious 
plants in her neighbour’s garden, she thinks she’s found the perfect way to save the salon – and get 
her best friend back. But are her inventions as beautiful as she thinks?  And when things start              
turning… ugly… can Lily find the real ‘secret ingredient’ that will save the salon, seal her friendships, 
and win the school science competition? 
 

Beautifully written and full of warmth, this captivating middle-grade novel explores family,        
friendship and the true meaning of beauty.  
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The Secret Science Society's Spectacular Experiment 
By Kathy Hoopmann & Josie Montano and Illustrated by Ann-Marie Finn 
Publisher: Wombat Books 
ISBN 9781925563764    SCIS:1926746 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the story of four very different children, all put together to work on the same         
science project. Each of them have their own unique ways, and do not really get along that 
well! 
 

Zane is always looking for excitement and has trouble concentrating, Kiki is anxious about 
everything, Bart likes things to be done exactly as they should be, and Mona never seems 
to be happy about anything!  
 

Can this group of four individuals manage to work as a team to pull it all together for the 
upcoming science expo? 
 

This is a great story about strengths and weaknesses, diversity and acceptance, and      
learning to work together. Not to mention that it highlights how much fun can be had with 
science experiments! 
 

All primary readers aged 8+ are sure to enjoy this book. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher notes that have prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Mona likes to moan. Kiki is a worry-wart. Bart loves following rules. And Zane HATES        
following rules. When the four of them are put into The Secret Science Society together, 
this could only mean one thing: DISASTER! Will they be able to work together to create an 
experiment that Mona won’t moan about, Kiki knows is safe, Bart will think is perfect and 
that is really, REALLY exciting for Zane? But ssssssshhhhhhh, the ending is a secret.  
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Move the Mountains: The Freedom Finders 
By Emily Conolan 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760294946    SCIS:1926748 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

You are the main character, a teenage girl who loves mathematics, in this choose your own 
adventure that begins in Italy in 1943 and could end quite quickly depending on your      
decisions! 
 

But, more than likely, you will follow a course that will end up in Cooma, working on the 
Snowy Mountain Hydro-Electric scheme. 
 

It begins as Charlie, an Australian pilot parachutes down in the Italian countryside and you 
and your cousin Maria discover him and help him hide. 
 

At the end of the war, Maria decides to follow Charlie to Australia and you follow soon 
after. With many decisions to make, this book is full of adventure and is set in an important 
time in world history and Australia’s further development as a migrant nation. 
 
A great story for upper primary and lower secondary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob  
 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

To find freedom, you must leave behind everything you've ever known. It is 1943. During 
the war, you rescue and hide an Australian airman near your small Italian village. He tells 
you that you can be anything you dream of - but those dreams are fast slipping away. As 
you make the leap for a new life, you find yourself facing life-and-death choices at every 
turn. Can you overthrow the curse of bad luck that has plagued your family and prove           
yourself in a new land? You'll be asked to stand up to bullies, stage a mutiny, and make 
your contribution to one of the greatest engineering projects the world has ever seen. At 
every turn, the choice is yours. How far will you go for freedom?  
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Stardust School of Dance: Bertie the Ninja Dancer 
By Zanni Louise & Illustrated by Sr Sanchez 
Publisher: Five Mile Press 
ISBN 9781760684617 SCIS:1926749 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Bertie is a ninja. Well, that’s what she thinks anyway! Finding herself now living with a 
new step family, including ‘fake’ brother Marcus and her new ‘fake’ mum, Bertie does all 
she can to avoid them and resist their efforts to include her in the family. She just wants 
to remember her old life. 
 
So when Bertie hears the music playing from her favourite ballet that she attended with 
her Mum, she is drawn to it. She meets Madam Martine, who runs Stardust School of 
Dance and Madam Martine encourages Bertie to join their dance school. But Bertie is a 
ninja, not a ballerina! Will she take up this chance to make some new friends and do 
something she enjoys? 
 
This is a great read in a new series about making friends, adjusting to a new life, and             
giving people a chance. It will be best enjoyed by your emerging readers 6+. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Dance with your heart and reach for the stars! Stardust is a small dance studio in a modest 
suburban hall, which radiates light and hope for the neighbourhood kids. It's a place to   
belong, to dream and to dance! 
 
Bertie Black has just moved in with her new step family, but it doesn't feel like home. She 
spends her time practising cool ninja moves, until the sound of music carries her to Stardust 
School of Dance. She is offered a role as a dancing shepherd. But will Bertie take her ninja 
moves from the shadows to the stage? If she does she might find a real home at Stardust. 
But will she take the leap? 
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