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Themes: 
• Family 
• Renewal and Rejuvenation  
• Drought and Life on the Land  
• Travel and New Horizons  
Discussion Questions: 
• Read the story through once, close the book and ask the class to close their eyes and think about how the story 

made them feel. [You may need to prompt responses by saying words such as sad, happy, hopeful, surprised or 
frightened.] Encourage students to share with the class their feelings and what parts of the story prompted those 
feelings.  

• Open the book at the first double-page spread and discuss with the class the idea that an illustration can         
communicate information just as well as words. Re-read the text here and ask students to look closely at the   
image and see if they can come up with more information about Ella’s home than the text gives. [Reds and     
oranges create a sense of extreme hot weather, a tractor in the background tells us Ella lives on a farm, the trees 
are bare and there are no other plants to be seen so the farm is probably struggling.]  

• If you found the class responded well to the previous activity then turn the page and ask them to find things in 
the image that tell us more about the ocean in Ella’s dream. [Her dream includes fish, seagulls flying above and 
blue waves gently breaking.]  OR 

• Encourage students to find things in the image that tell us about Ella. [She likes to draw, is interested in boats 
and ocean birds, and is curious about the wider world because she has a globe on her desk.] 

• Turn the page, read the text and ask students to look closely at the image of Ella’s mum. Ask the class if they can 
come up with ideas about what she is really thinking about while talking to Ella. 

• Turn to the page with Ella and her grandmother sitting together on the couch and ask students how Gran’s      
response to Ella’s question differs from the rest of the family.  

• Go forward three spreads to the image of the family arriving at the ocean’s shore and discuss Ella’s mum, dad 
and brother’s responses. How do they differ from Gran’s and Ella’s?  The text tells us one group is surprised and 
in awe of what they see, while Ella and Gran just want to jump in and swim. What in the illustration shows us 
that? 

• Turn the page to the text and image describing the family’s return home by plane and car and compare it to the 
almost identical image several spreads before. If the images are almost identical ask students to explain why the 
second version is more cheerful and positive than the first, and what might have happened to cause it? 

• Why might the final image and text be described as a ‘happy ending’? 

Ella lived in the red-dirt country where the earth was as dry as old bones and it hadn't rained for years and 
years and years. One night, Ella dreamt of the ocean... A captivating picture book from the award-winning  
author of The Keepers and the CBCA Notable illustrator of Where is Bear?  
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