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Disappearing Act 

By James Moloney 
Publisher:  Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732295752 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 

When budding magician Matt Cooper visits the city with his Mum he sees an old man drawing in chalk 
on the footpath. The man asks Matt to finish the writing, which is in a foreign language. Matt amazingly 
does as he is asked, although he does not know how he managed it. 
 

The old man has been waiting 30 years for this to happen and  becomes very excited, but Matt’s Mum 
drags him away. 
 

When Matt returns to visit the old man on his own he discovers that he is his great grandfather, 
Mattheus Coperneau, a famous magician who was exiled from the principality of Montilagus in Europe 
for the magical  disappearance of the Royal Sceptre. Unfortunately, during Matt’s visit, his great  
grandfather dies. 
 

So begins an amazing journey of discovery featuring magicians, princesses and an elixir of eternal life. 
This is a fantastic story, woven together brilliantly by James Moloney. 
 

I highly recommend this novel to all middle (10-14) year old readers. I guarantee you will love it! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Matt Cooper is twelve, and spends quite a bit of his time honing his magic skills and tricks. He doesn't 
realise that his great-grandfather, Mattheus Coperneau, was a professional magician whose career 
came to a disastrous end when a trick he performed backfired spectacularly. What neither Matt nor 
Mattheus realise is that there's an even older story behind the failure of Mattheus's 'disappearing trick' 
and a tragic romance is at the bottom of it all. In 1889, Joachim Tannislaus is a young scientist with a 
stellar career in front of him and half the girls in the small principality of Montilagus pursuing him. But 
Joachim loves Princess Agneta, who is also studying at the university. When he and Agneta are caught in 
an embrace, he is thrown into prison to perish, but Agneta gives him a dose of the potion they have 
been working on in secret, little knowing that the elixir has given him the possibility of eternal life. 
When Matt and his family return to Montilagus to clear his great-grandfather's name, Matt discovers 
that there's more to magic than meets the eye. 
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The Truth About Alice 
By Jennifer Mathieu 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781742979502 
$19.95 

Lamont Review: 

This is one very powerful story that anyone who has ever spread a rumour about someone should 
read! 

Rumours are harmless fun, aren't they? Well not for Alice… 

Set in the small American town of Healy, where everyone knows everyone else’s business, when 
rumours about Alice start and grow a life of their own they are devastating. Once a popular girl, 
Alice now finds herself alienated and alone, deserted even by her best friend. 

When Alice rejects the popular Brandon Fitzsimmons he decides to get back at her by spreading a 
rumour that Alice she slept with him and another guy on the same night. But before the truth can 
come out, Brandon dies in a car accident. To make matters worse, the only other person in the car, 
Brandon’s best friend Josh, blames the accident on Alice. 

As the vicious rumours take on a life of their own, Alice finds herself more and more isolated.  But 
those spreading the rumours seem to be more worries about their own social status than the im-
pact their rumours are having. Can Kurt, the only friend that Alice has left, be the one to help her 
through, or is Kurt just like all the others? 

The book touches on many sensitive and serious topics including bullying, alienation, texting,    
family issues, sexting, drink driving, underage drinking, sex, teen pregnancy, abortion and,          
especially, how our actions have consequences. 

A great read for both boys and girls but, given the content, is best suited to those 16+. 

Reviewed by Sam 

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb: 

It all started at a party when Alice supposedly was with two guys in one night. But when one of 
those guys died in a car crash, the rumours exploded into serious allegations that his death was 
Alice's fault. Now the one friend Alice has in her suffocating small town may be the only other 
person who knows the truth - but he's too afraid to admit it. 
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Intruder 
By Christine Bongers 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857983763  
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Intruder tackles many coming of age issues like trust, friendship and your place in the world. 
 

When Kat’s house is broken into while she is home alone, again, and the intruder touches her thigh, 
Kat is jolted awake, the shock causing her to take a journey of awakening from her broken past. 
 

Her broken past includes her mother’s death three years earlier, her Dad working shift work all night, 
first as a musician and then as a baker, leaving Kat home alone, and Kat’s next door neighbour Edie 
who was once like a mother to her but who Kat now believes to be pure evil. 
 

Throw into the mix Kat’s new friendship/romance with Al and her difficulty opening up to friendship 
given her past and Kat is in for a tough ride. 
 

Slowly we discover the events in Kat’s life that have caused her problems and, with a big twist at the 
end, the story leaves us with hope for Kat’s future. 
 

Strong teenage reading for those 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

I don't walk past the house next door. I wish the woman who lives in it was dead. Which makes it 
hard . . . because she was the one who came running when I screamed.  
 

Kat Jones is woken by an intruder looming over her bed. She's saved by Edwina - the neighbour Kat 
believes betrayed her dying mother. Her dad issues an ultimatum. Either spend her nights next 
door, or accept another intruder in her life - Hercules, the world's ugliest guard dog. It's a no-
brainer, even for dog-phobic Kat. When she meets adorable Al at the dog park, finally Kat has  
someone to talk to, someone who cares. But the prowler isn't finished with Kat. To stop him, she 
needs Edwina's help . . and what Kat learns could mend fences - or break her fragile family apart 
forever. 
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Cracked 
By Clare Strahan 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743316030 
$15.99 

Lamont Review: 

At fifteen, Clover’s life is not a bed of roses, but then whose is? 

Some of the challenges that Clover must face include a controlling parent, difficult problems 

with friendship and first love, saving her surrounds from a development that could be an    

environmental disaster and channelling her talent for graffiti art to make her society pay 

attention and hopefully change. 

It’s a big ask – can Clover succeed? 

A tight story with great characters that will be best suited to those 15+. 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

I'm pretty sure that by the time I finish high school, I'll be cracked into a pile of shards, beyond 
repair. 

At fifteen, Clover is finding the going tougher than she expected. Her life is close to being      
derailed on the rocky terrain of family, friendship, first love, acts of defiance and a planet on 
the brink of environmental disaster. So when Keek breaks his promise to her, and school sucks, 
and her mother is impossible, and her beloved old dog is dying, and her dad is in the wind, and 
the girls at school are awful and the footy-boys are bullies and she's arrested for vandalism - 
well, what else can she be but a little bit broken? Can Clover pull herself together - or will she 
spiral further out of control? When life feels like it's fracturing, how do you find a way to feel 
whole? 

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 
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Take Back the Skies 
By Lucy Saxon 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781408847657 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 

A fantasy lover’s delight by a new teenage talent, Lucy Saxon. 
 

Cat Hunter is the daughter of a senior government official. But when she decides to leave her life of 
luxury and the imminent marriage to the brat son of another senior government official behind her, 
she discovers that life is not all that it seems. 
 

Cat, dressed as a boy, stows away on the skyship Stormdancer where she meets the gorgeous Fox and 
is quickly taken in by him and the rest of the small crew. 
 

She soon discovers that the government has been filling the people with lies about a war that finished 
years earlier, and experimenting on children to turn them into fighting machines. 
 

Can Cat and her team show the world the truth and overthrow the corrupt government? 
 

Pitted against her heartless father, how far will Cat be prepared to go? 
 

Perfect for all secondary school fantasy lovers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Catherine Hunter is the daughter of a senior government official on the island of Anglya. She's 
one of the privileged - she has luxurious clothes, plenty to eat, and is protected from the     
Collections which have ravaged families throughout the land. But Catherine longs to escape 
the confines of her life, before her dad can marry her off to a government brat and trap her 
forever. So Catherine becomes Cat, pretends to be a kid escaping the Collections, and stows 
away on the skyship Stormdancer. As they leave Anglya behind and brave the storms that fill 
the skies around the islands of Tellus, Cat's world becomes more turbulent than she could  
ever have imagined, and dangerous secrets unravel her old life once and for all . .  

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 
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The Eagle Trail 
By Robert Rigby 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406346664 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 

A fast-paced adventure story set in France at the beginning of the Second World War. 
 

Paul is shocked when he sees his father killed by the German soldiers, causing Paul to be thrown   
headlong into a fight for survival as he tries to escape Belgium. Helped by people he has never met, he 
marvels at the bravery and courage the resistance fighters have to keep their freedom. As he struggles 
to know who to trust, falling in love is not something he expected on this journey. 
 

Robert Rigby has again given us a wonderful cast of characters to love and hate, and an action packed 
storyline as well. 
 

A perfect story for students who like adventure and mystery, especially in an historical setting. 
 

Will suit both boys and girls, Year 7 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 
 

Who is the traitor among us? 

WWII, German-occupied Antwerp, and life continues as usual for 16-year-old Paul Hansen - until his  
father is shot. Paul learns that his parents are part of a group of resistance fighters and he is whisked 
away by Jos Theys, his father’s closest friend, to the home of an elderly couple. There Paul learns he 
must leave Antwerp as quickly as possible and travel south through France and across the Pyrenees into 
Spain, and from there to England, and freedom. It is a journey to save his life. Along the way he is aided 
by a collection of courageous men and women prepared to risk everything to help him in his desperate 
fight for survival. Danger is ever present; who can Paul really trust? A tense, hugely compelling tale of 
bravery, betrayal and first love. 

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 
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Convict Girl—My Australian Story 
By Chrissie Michaels 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781743620151 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 

A wonderful new story in the My Australian Story series. 

We follow the tale of Mary Beckwith, a young English girl sent to Australia with her mother in 1801 for life. 

Their crime  - stealing a piece of cloth. 

Mary’s life as a convict girl is hard, but certainly not as tough as many found life in the colony. Her mother 

schemes to get Mary placed with her, at the home of the Judge, a powerful man at the time. Mary is assigned 

to be the nursemaid for the Judge’s two young daughters which, luckily, affords her a much more civilised way 

of life. 

But it is Mary’s inquisitive nature that really shines through in this story - it leads her to many misadventures, 

but also leads her on the most adventurous and important journey of her life - a journey aboard the French 

discovery ship, the Géographe.  This is a huge adventure for Mary but, since she hasn’t been pardoned, she  

really isn’t meant to be leaving the colony. 

Set in a relatively unknown time in Australia’s colonial past, with the arrival of the French discoverers in the 

colony contributing to an uneasy and tense relationship between the French and the English.   

This book will be enjoyed by girls, especially those who like history. Best suited for those in Year 5 to Year 8,  

but certainly not limited to this. 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 

Almost one year ago I arrived in this colony on board an English transport. I am to leave on board a 
French Discovery ship ... In the Geographe's Great Cabin glass-cased insects and plant specimens 
cluttered every nook and cranny. At the long oak table the Commander sat writing in the ship's log. The 
black flourishing of his words, strange mark on mark, were imaginings of a journey I could not fathom.  

Mary Beckith, convicted for theft, is transported for life to the colony of New South Wales. She is       
determined to take charge of her own destiny by whatever means she can. But she does not reckon on 
the most powerful people in the colony making decisions that will alter her life forever. Her fate is to be 
linked to two extraordinary explorers - Nicholas Baudin and Matthew Flinders - and their marvellous 
Voyages of Discovery. 

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 
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Head of the River 
By Pip Harry 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702253263 
$19.95 

Lamont Review: 

Prestigious schools rowing for victory in the annual Head of the River. The children of two Olympic 
rowing stars. A pressure cooker environment.  
 

Leni and Cristian Popescu are on rowing scholarships to the prestigious Harley Grammar. And when 
your parents are Olympic rowing stars and you are only at the school because of your rowing talent, 
you have to perform. 
 

When Cristian and his best mate Adam get dropped from the first rowing team, and Cristian’s twin  
sister Leni is made rowing captain of the girls squad, the pressure is on. 
 

So when Adam’s mega rich father gives Cristian and Adam access to drugs that promise to help them 
lose weight, muscle up and get their spots on the team back the temptation is too great.  And then the 
drug testers show up… 
 

But what is the cost of their decision? Will one of them pay the ultimate price? Can it ever be made 
right? 
 

This story looks at elite sports and all that goes with it – pressure, teamwork, sacrifice and                 
performance enhancing drugs. It shows how people deal with this situation, with both winners and 
losers. 
 

Tackling family, relationships, parties, binge drinking and first love, this is wonderfully written.  I really 
enjoyed this book and am sure that your readers 15+ will also.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

June 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb: 
 

It's the most elite school sporting event in the country. Nine rowers, 2000 gruelling metres and one chance 
for glory in the ultimate team sport. Sit forward ... ROW.  
 
 

Tall, gifted and the offspring of Olympians, superstar siblings Leni and Cristian Popescu are set to row    
Harley Grammar to victory in the Head of the River.  With six months until the big race, the twins can't 
lose. Or can they?  
 

When Cristian is seduced by the easy route of performance-enhancing drugs, and Leni is suffocated with 
self-doubt, their bright futures start to fade. Juggling family, high expectations, study, break-ups, new   
relationships and wild parties, the pressure starts to build.  
 

As the final moments tick down to the big race, who’ll make it to the start line? And who'll plummet from 
grace? 


