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I Am Juliet 
By Jackie French 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN  9780732297985 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Jackie French, in her typical fashion, has taken on a classic Shakespearean play, modernised it 

and placed it in context. 

The story itself is wonderfully told, as seen through Juliet’s eyes, and this eternal love story 

will always evoke strong feelings. 

But Jackie also provides about 30 extra pages at the end of the story, explaining much of the 

historical context in which Shakespeare wrote. 

A marvellous contemporary retelling on its own, but also a helpful addition to those studying 

Romeo and Juliet. 

With Juliet taking centre stage, and with the jacket, it may be hard to get boys to pick this one 

up although I found the story fascinating (but I might just be becoming an old softie). 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

The world's most famous love story told by one of Australia's most respected authors. This 
is the well-known story of Juliet Capulet and her love for Romeo. It also the story about the 
increasing helplessness Juliet feels as she realises that unlike young men her age, her life 
will effectively be determined and controlled by others, who see her having an arranged 
marriage of alliance and becoming a breeder of sons. I am Juliet closely follows the well-
known and loved plot of the play, but we also see the point of view of Rob, the thirteen-
year-old boy who is the first to play the role of Juliet on the Elizabethan stage. Like many 
young people today, he too is overwhelmed by 'all those words' that Shakespeare wrote. 
But Rob realises that the story of love and tragedy is a somewhat simple one and the words 
are there for their extraordinary beauty and meaning. He will be Juliet and let the power of 
the words sing - as they still do today. 
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Razorhurst 

By Justine Larbalestier 
Publisher:  Allen & Unwin 
ISBN  9781743319437 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 

Award-winning author Justine Larbalestier has produced a marvellous depiction of Sydney’s underbelly 
during the 1930 depression years. 

Capturing a world where two mob bosses ran the streets and where prostitution, alcohol abuse and 
death were regular visitors. 

Brilliantly written, told in alternating viewpoints –  partly the story of 16 year old street urchin Kelpie, 
who communicates with and is led by ghosts, and partly the story of Dymphna, also 16, an                 
immaculately dressed ‘best girl’ of Gloriana Nelson, one of the mob bosses. 

The story is set the day after the death of Dymphna’s latest boyfriend, strongman Jimmy Palmers, over 
whose body these girls meet. 

It is fast paced and intricately woven and will give your older readers 15+ a taste of an exciting and 
somewhat awful time in Australia’s history. 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

 The setting: 1932, Razorhurst. Two competing mob bosses - Gloriana Nelson and Mr Davidson - have 
reached a fragile peace. Kelpie knows the dangers of the Sydney streets. Ghosts have kept her alive, 
steering her to food and safety, but they are also her torment. Dymphna is Gloriana Nelson's 'best girl'. 
She knows the highs and lows of life, but she doesn't know what this day has in store for her. When 
Dymphna meets Kelpie over the corpse of Jimmy Palmer, Dymphna's latest boyfriend, she pronounces 
herself Kelpie's new protector. But Dymphna's life is in danger too and she needs an ally. And while  
Jimmy's ghost wants to help, the dead cannot protect the living. Gloriana Nelson's kingdom is crumbling 
and Mr Davidson is determined to have all of Razorhurst - including Dymphna. As loyalties shift and  
betrayal threatens at every turn, Dymphna and Kelpie are determined to survive what is becoming a 
day with a high body count. 

Secondary Fiction 



Lamont Books Standing Order 

Writing Clementine 
By Kate Gordon 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743316634 
$15.99 

Lamont Review: 

Clementine is trying to find her place in the world. She is struggling to enjoy the same 

things as her friends, her older brother has locked himself in his room, and her sister is 

eating almost nothing. She just wants everything to be the way it used to be. 

Can she accept that not everything can be fixed and some things have to change? And 

where does the unusual, but gorgeous, new boy Fred fit in her life? 

This book is funny, heart-warming, romantic, sad and exciting. It is beautifully written and 

it drags the reader into Clementine’s world so well that you feel like you are becoming her 

friend and wish you could help her. 

A wonderful story of friendships, both old and new, and first love that girls from Year 9 

and up will thoroughly enjoy. 

Reviewed by Michelle 

July 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb: 

You said we could write anything we wanted. The first thing that came into our minds. 
Blue fish, red fish, green fish...Clementine Darcy is floundering. She wants to be the kind 
of fish who swims to the swish of her own fins - upstream, not simply carried along by 
the current. But she is finding the swirling waters of school and home difficult to          
navigate: her friendship group is splintering, her brother Fergus won't leave his room, 
her sister's life is not as perfect as Clem thought...and then there's the New Boy, who is 
dapper and intriguing, but hiding secrets of his own. Clem is desperate for everyone -   
including herself - to be happy, but she discovers that her idea of helping doesn't always 
work as well as she imagined. Can Clem be the girl she wants to be? Will she learn to   
accept that there are things she can fix and things she cannot? Will she find a way to 
know the difference? 
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The Crystal Heart 
By Sophie Masson 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857982070 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 

Kasper is asked to join the elite guards protecting his country from an evil witch who is held 
captive in a tower. But all is not as it seems in our fairytale kingdom… 

The evil witch is being held in the tower and will be killed before her eighteenth birthday.  So 
when Kasper discovers that the evil witch is a beautiful princess from the underground      
kingdom of Night, they must escape before she turns eighteen. 

Their journey is difficult but their bond grows as they fall in love and dream of reuniting their 
kingdoms. But there are strong forces of evil working against them in both their kingdoms. 
Can their dreams become a reality? 

A delightful, classic, fairytale romance that will be best appreciated by girls twelve to sixteen. 

Reviewed by Rob 

July 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb 
 

A girl in a tower. An underground kingdom. A crystal heart split in two, symbolising true 
love lost… 
 

When Kasper joins the elite guard watching over a dangerous prisoner in a tower, he    
believes he is protecting his country from a powerful witch. Until one day he discovers the 
prisoner is a beautiful princess - Izolda of Night- who is condemned by a prophecy to die 
on her eighteenth birthday. Kasper decides to help her escape. But their hiding place 
won't remain secret forever. Will they find their happily ever after?  
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Spark 
By Rachael Craw 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781922179623 
$19.95 

Lamont Review: 

Evie is 17 years old and grieving for her Mum. She is living with her Aunt Miriam, her Mum’s twin     
sister, when strange things start happening to her body. Why is she suddenly so fast and strong? 

Evie finds out that her DNA has been manipulated as a result of a decade old experiment that went 
wrong. She is now one of the ‘select’ and, whether she likes it or not, she has to fight to the end. In the 
midst of all this chaos there is Jamie, Evie’s first crush.  

There is something for everyone in this book, mystery, science fiction, super natural, romance and a 
couple of great fight scenes as Evie struggles to contain her emotions. 

Full of excitement and mystery from the very first chapter, this will suit anyone who enjoyed Divergent 
and I can’t wait for the next instalment, as I fell in love with these characters and couldn’t stop reading 
until the very last page. 

I highly recommend this book for Year 9 & up.   

Reviewed by Michelle. 

July 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb 
 

Evie doesn't have a choice. One day she's an ordinary seventeen year old, grieving for her mother. 
The next, she's a Shield, the result of a decades-old experiment gone wrong, bound by DNA to    
defend her best friend from an unknown killer. The threat could come at home, at school,            
anywhere. All Evie knows is that it will be a fight to the death. And then there's Jamie. Irresistible. 
Off-limits. 
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As Stars Fall 
By Christie Nieman 
Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
ISBN 9781743517697 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 

Set in Victoria and split between the bush and the city, this is the story of two families struggling with 
change. 

Robin’s parents split up after a bushfire narrowly missed their farm and Robin desperately misses her 
pets, but especially the birds who live in the surrounding bush. 

Delia and Seth are just surviving after their Mum was killed in the bushfire while studying the            
endangered Bush Stone-curlew. 

Robin and Delia’s worlds collide when Robin starts at Delia’s school, although neither realises their 
lives are connected. When Robin, Delia and Seth all see a curlew in the parkland near the city, their 
stories become linked. 

This book is haunting, mysterious and desperately sad, but ultimately it’s a story of hope and beauty, 
as the three teenagers all come to realise that life must be lived to the fullest. 

There are many things in this book that will stay with you long after you stop reading, but the thing I 
will remember most is that life should be celebrated in even the smallest of things – sun shining on a 
beautiful red head, birds singing in the morning and that you are never alone whilst there are other 
living things in your world. 

Perfectly suited to Year 10 and up. 

Reviewed by Michelle 

July 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb  
 

The fire was fast and hot ... only days after it went through, there were absolutely no birds left. I 
should have seen it as an omen, the birds all leaving like that. Robin is a self-confessed bird-nerd 
from the country, living in the city. On the first day at her new school, she meets Delia. Delia is 
freaky and definitely not good for Robin's image. Seth, Delia's brother, has given up school to prowl 
the city streets. He is angry at everything, especially the fire that killed his mother. When a rare and 
endangered bird turns up in the city parklands, the lives of Robin, Seth and Delia become fatefully 
and dangerously intertwined ... An intricate love story about nature, grief, friendship and life. 
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Seven Second Delay 
By Tom Easton 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9781783440344 
$17.99 

Lamont Review:    

The first world is a place in a futuristic society where nobody needs to work as everything is provided. 
You can perform duties to obtain extra credits to give you things like a better house or the latest          
fashions. 

The third world is where war is prevalent, everybody lives in slums and all that they produce is used to  

benefit those in the first world. Lies, bribery and propaganda by those in power hide this truth. Borders 

are closely protected. 

But when third world inhabitant Mila is able to breach this security, she is quickly taken by the agency. 

They place an implant in her brain so that they can follow her every move while they interrogate her. 

Her escape from the security facility begins an incredible chase to recapture her. Mila’s only advantage is 

her earlier martial arts training and the seven second delay in her implant, giving her seven seconds     

before those tracing her can follow her movements. 

What is motivating the agency to use such extreme force to eliminate Mila? What are they hiding? 

Can Mila survive and show the world the truth? 

A fantastic dystopian thriller, sure to appeal to all 14+. 

Reviewed by Rob 

July 2014 Secondary Fiction 

Blurb 
 

Mila has 7 seconds. 7 seconds to fight. 7 seconds to escape. Seeking a new life on the futuristic 
Isles, Mila's time runs out - she's captured by Agents, who implant her with a phone that        
broadcasts her every move. Now she's on the run, hounded by an elite fighting force which is    
convinced she poses a dangerous threat to society. Her only advantage: a seven second delay. It's a 
race against time. 


