
My Dog Doesn’t Like Me 
By Elizabeth Fensham 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702250170 
$14.95 

Blurb: 
 

A heart-warming new book from the author of Matty Forever.  
 

Eric was given a dog for this eighth birthday – that was nearly a year ago. The dog, named Ugly 
(because he is just that), settles into Eric’s family but is not attached to Eric in any way. In fact, Ugly 
prefers everyone else in the family!  
 

Eric has several crazy ideas to make Ugly love him, but Ugly is not swayed. Eric slowly comes to  
realise that in order to win over Ugly, he has to put in time, effort and most importantly, show him 
love and affection.  
 

A life lesson wrapped up in a beautifully told story that will resonate with kids and parents – and 
pet lovers. 

Lamont Review:  
 
A year after Eric got a dog for his eighth birthday, Ugly (the dog) is causing too much trouble and 
doesn't connect with Eric at all. 
 
Eric tries to make this change but the job seems to big. When he is finally given help to learn how 
to train Ugly, things slowly get better. 
 
But Ugly is big and boisterous and Mum doesn't have time to constantly look after him, so Eric 
receives an ultimatum—train Ugly to behave or they will have to find him a new home. 
 
Is there time to achieve this? Does Eric have the devotion to make it happen? 
 
A well constructed story that will educate many would-be pet owners, but also a fun and uplifting 
read for those 8 and older. 
 
Reviewed by Rob. 

 
Teacher notes are available at www.uqp.uq.edu.au 
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Plenty 
By Ananda Braxton-Smith 
Publisher: Black Dog Books 
ISBN 9781742032429 
$14.95 

Blurb: 
 

A place to call home. 
 

Maddy Frank has always lived in Jermyn Street. Always. But now her mum and dad are making her 
move from the city, far away to some place called Plenty. How will Maddy survive without         
everything and everyone she knows? Nobody understands. But what about her mysterious new 
classmate, Grace Wek, who was born in a refugee camp? Could Grace actually understand how 
Maddy feels? 

Lamont Review: 
 

Maddy is devastated when her parents tell her on her 10th birthday that they are moving 
to Plenty - away from her friends, her school, her street, and especially the only home she 
has ever known. 
 

Maddy is feisty and loyal, and someone who takes notice of the smallest things in her 
world  -  from the colour of the sky to the beautiful orchids her grandmother is growing. 
Can she learn to trust Grace, her new friend, who was born in a refugee camp while her 
family was fleeing Sudan? 
 

Readers will relate to Maddy as she discovers that life always changes and that she must 
start again. 
 

The whole story is beautifully written with family and friendship its central theme.  
 

This is sure to be a hit with Grade 5 & 6 girls. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
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Stuff Happens Ned 
By Andrew Daddo 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143308096 
$9.99 
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Blurb: 
 

Stuff happens sometimes. Everyday stuff. 
 

At school, at home, with sport, with mates. 
 

For Ned it happened with a new teacher. 

Lamont Review: 
 
Ned has a new teacher who he thinks hates him. 
 
His worst fears are realised when she says she is a dragon and is going to make them work 
harder than ever. 
 
To make matters worse, he ends up in the principals office at 9.46am on the very first day 
of school. How is he ever going to survive Year 5? 
 
A great book that is funny, honest and that all kids will relate to, but it will probably be  
enjoyed by boys best. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle. 
 



Blurb: 
 

Jack thinks he is clever, thinking up a rule that will help him avoid doing the jobs his parents 
want him to do around the house. But he hasn't outsmarted anyone - Grandma and Mum 
and Dad are going to teach him a lesson he won't forget. 

Lamont Review: 

Jack believes in his one rule. That when parents ask you to do a job, do it badly. That should 

get him out of boring chores. But he doesn’t seem to notice that his plans always seem to 

fall apart. 

Maybe his family are on to his tactics and are teaching him a well needed lesson! 

An easy novel with lots of illustrations that your emerging chapter book readers, 6 years 

and older, will find humorous and entertaining. 

Reviewed by Rob 

 

One Rule For Jack 
By Sally Morgan and Ezekiel Kwaymullina, illustrated by Craig Smith 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781742990330 
$9.99 
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Riddle Gully Runaway 
By Jen Banyard 
Publisher:  Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781922089878 
$14.99 

Blurb:  
 

Lovable junior reporter Pollo di Nozi returns in this funny, fast-paced who-dunnit for middle   
readers. When Pollo implicates the Mayor's nephew in a spate of local robberies, she sets in train 
a series of mishaps that only she and her faithful sheep sidekick Shorn Connery can set right.  
 

Lamont Review:  
 

When the Mayor’s questionable nephew moves to Riddle Gully, things start to go missing. 
 

Our budding journalist Pollo di Nozi takes it upon herself to uncover the truth. She enlists 
her trusty friend Will’s help to catch the thief and soon writes an article for the newspaper 
that will ensure that nobody trusts Benson Bragg. 
 

But what if she is wrong and an innocent boy is framed? 
 

Will the truth be discovered in time? 
 

A great read for 9 - 12 year olds and although it is the second title in the series (following 
Mystery at Riddle Gully), it can certainly be read as a stand alone title. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
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Blurb: 
 

Louis Jullian and his older brother Thomas are on holiday in Sarajevo, enjoying the           
privileges of life in a diplomat's family. But the peace is shattered as a bomb explodes and 
the heir to the Austrian Empire is assassinated in front of their eyes. As Europe descends 
into war, Louis convinces his parents to let him go to the front as a war correspondent. Sent 
to northern France, Louis witnesses the war's first battles and the beginning of trench    
warfare. His friends - from Australia, England, France, Austria, Russia - join the war effort 
too, with - and against - each other. 

Lamont Review:   
 

Louis is the son of a French diplomat and an Australian mother. Louis loves to take photographs and 
his older brother Thomas is a writer. So when they are nearby when the Archduke Ferdinand is in 
Sarajevo and they both witness the initial bombing and the Archduke’s assassination, Louis’        
photograph is sent around the world. 
 
As one of Louis’ ears is damaged in the bombing, he cannot enlist when the war breaks out and he 
soon becomes a war correspondent. 
 
This places him in many situations that give us a first-hand look of the reality of, and the reasons 
for, the outbreak of the First World War. 
 
A timely book given the 100th anniversary of the assassination has recently passed, with great  
characters and many links to Australia, ideally suited to middle school students (Years 5 - 8). 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

1914 : Australia’s Great War 
By Sophie Masson 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781743622476 
$16.99 
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Blurb: 
 

Fox Swift is over the moon about captaining the Davinal Diggers for another season. Who wouldn't 
be? The Diggers have Hawthorn champion Cyril Rioli giving them tips, some sensational new players 
and a kangaroo with attitude as their mascot. But Mace Winter and his father Miles have hatched 
an evil plan to get revenge on Fox and the Diggers and stop them winning this year's flag. With 
Mace and his sidekick Vince trying to bring them down at every turn, can Fox and his friends      
overcome detentions and dirty tricks to bring home an unlikely Diggers premiership? Find out in Fox 
Swift takes on The Unbeatables. 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is more than just a story about AFL football (but your footy crazed students will  certainly love it!) 
 

Set in the country town of Davinal, the story follows the daily lives of Fox and his friends at home, 

school and playing sport.  Fox and his friends are your typical, sports loving kids. They train and play 

hard, but they do it fairly, and they understand that winning is great, but it isn't everything. 
 

The same cannot be said for Mace Winter, Mace’s father Miles (who is the coach of Fox’s rival team, 

the unbeatable Dragons) and Mace’s bully mate Vince. They are determined to lie and cheat their way 

to victory and will stop at nothing to win. 
 

Good versus bad. For me, that is the essence of this story.  
 

The way that Fox and his friends handle the bullying, sexism, racism and cheating are the highlights of 

this story. They won’t be intimated by Mace and Vince, and they have a few tricks of their own! But can 

they really beat the ‘Unbeatables’? 
 

Footy and sports loving boys and girls will enjoy this fantastic book. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 
 

Fox Swift takes on The Unbeatables 
By David Lawrence with Cyril Rioli 
Publisher: Slattery Media Group 
ISBN 9780992379117 
$16.95 
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