
The Cleo Stories: The Necklace and The Present 
By Libby Gleeson & Illustrated by Freya Blackwood 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743315279 
$16.99 

Blurb: 
 

Cleo desperately wants a necklace. Her parents say special presents are only for birthdays...but 
Cleo doesn't want to wait. In the second story, it's her mum's birthday and Cleo doesn't know 
what to give her - until she has the best idea of all. 
 
Delightful, warm and irresistible, these stories show how a little girl with a big imagination can  
always find a way to have fun. Libby Gleeson and Freya Blackwood have collaborated on a number 
of much-loved and award-winning picture books, including Amy and Louis and Clancy and Millie 
and the Very Fine House. 

Lamont Review: 
 
There are two delightful stories in this book! 
 
The thing that shines through both stories for me is the caring, free-spirit that is Cleo. She 
is a little girl who doesn’t always seem to conform to a ‘girly’ stereotype and this is what 
makes her so special and unique. 
 
In both of the stories Cleo uses her imagination to solve the dilemma that she is facing. Her 
first dilemma is that she doesn’t have a necklace like all the other girls at the party.  Her 
second dilemma is trying to think of something for her Mum’s birthday! 
 
With wonderful colour illustrations throughout that give it the feel of a picture book, but 
with more in depth text this will help readers make the transition to novels, and your 
emerging girl readers will love the stories. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
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Regal Beagle 
By Vijay Khurana & Illustrated by Simon Greiner 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857983701 
$14.99 

Blurb: 
 

A classic tale of a beagle who would be Queen. When the queen of a small kingdom dies without 
leaving an heir, the mourning citizens are confused. Who will be their next ruler? 
 
The royal scrolls state that if there is no heir - no children, no siblings, no aunts or uncles - the 
Queen's best friend must take her place. It just so happens that the queen's best friend is Lucy, her 
beloved beagle. The evil Lord Runcible is furious at the thought of a canine queen and plots to seize 
the throne for himself. So begins a battle of wits between man and dog. A suspicious flea              
infestation, a dog-napping and an icy cold dip in a river all form part of a thrilling adventure. Will 
Lucy be able to prove to the people that she is worthy of the crown? 

Lamont Review:  
 
When the much loved Queen dies with no heir, the royal scrolls are dusted off to see who must 
take the throne. 
 
It turns out that the throne goes to her best friend – and her best friend is undoubtedly Lucy, her 
pet beagle. 
 
The book has lovely illustrations throughout, that bring the text to life, and with a flea infestation, 
an evil Lord plotting to overthrow the new Queen and an unlikely friendship, this is a terrific novel 
for emerging readers 6+. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
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Race To The End Of The World: The Mapmaker Chronicles 
By A.L. Tait 
Publisher: Lothian/Hachette 
ISBN 9780734415776 
$14.99 
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Blurb: 
 

A map of the world? Why did the King need one of those? Besides, everyone knew that if you went too far in 
either direction you'd fall off the edge, and if that didn't kill you Genesi the dragon of death would be 
waiting. The King is determined to discover what lies beyond the known world, and has promised a          
handsome prize to the ship's captain who can bring him a map of the whole globe.  

 
To do that, they'll need mapmakers - and 14-year-old Quinn is shocked to be one of the chosen. While his 
older brothers long for adventure, Quinn is content with a quiet life on the farm, but when word of his      
special talent gets out, he has no choice but to pack his bags and join the mismatched crew of slaves and 
stowaways on board the Libertas. 

 
The other competitors will do anything to win, but the greatest danger may come from the strange sea mon-

ster hot on their tail or the mysterious unchartered lands for which they are bound. Nobody knows what 
lies off the edge of the map, but Quinn is about to find out that it's more than anyone bargained for . . . 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the first in a three part series for middle readers. An action packed story that sees our       
unlikely hero Quinn, a quiet farm boy with a photographic memory, plucked from obscurity to   
become a mapmaker. 
 

These boys then compete to be chosen to accompany one of the King’s three ships that will      
journey far into unchartered seas to hopefully map the entire globe. But this can only be achieved 
if recent rumours of the world being round are true - otherwise they will simply fall off the side of 
the earth. 
 

The King will highly reward the ship with the most elaborate map. Quinn is chosen on the Libertas - 
whose captain is a slave hoping for his freedom. 
 

An exciting journey follows with some unexpected twists, including a surprising stowaway. 
 

A terrific and fast-paced story that good readers as young as 8 will enjoy. 

 
Reviewed by Rob 



Blurb: 
 

Jake and his friends are a wildcard entry in the most famous race in the solar system— the 
Rocket Battles. Beating champion racers is not going to be easy. 

Lamont Review: 

In the next instalment of the new Jake in Space adventure series, Jake and his friends Rory, 

Skye & Milly team up again. 

This time they are in a race  - The Rocket Battles. But they are the underdogs as they won a 

wild card entry to compete after their efforts to help the CIA (Central Intergalactic Agency). 

When their cyborg friend Henry makes an appearance at the beginning of the race, they 

know something is up. But they don’t know what or how serious it really is. 

This story is full of action and mystery and is a great read for your middle level readers, 

both boys and girls. 

Reviewed by Sam 

 

Rocket Battles: Jake In Space Book 2 
By Candice Lemon-Scott 
Publisher: New Frontier 
ISBN 9781925059113 
$14.99 
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Lulu Bell and the Christmas Elf 
By Belinda Murrell and Illustrated by Serena Geddes 
Publisher:  Random House 
ISBN 9780857985033 
$12.99 

Blurb:  
 

Cooking, a concert, and cricket on the beach - it's a Lulu Bell Christmas story! The Bell 
family are preparing for the best Christmas ever. There are presents to wrap, yummy food 
to cook and costumes to sew. But Lulu's friends Olivia and Jo are too sad to sing in the 
school concert because their little cat Bonnie is missing. Can Lulu cheer them up and help 
find Bonnie before Christmas Eve? Maybe a special letter to Santa will help. 

Lamont Review:  
 

Lulu and her family and friends are so excited about Christmas and all that goes along 
with it. But it is the school concert that Lulu is most excited about! 
 

They have all spent a lot of time preparing, rehearsing and making costumes.  
 

But Lulu’s friends Olivia and Jo are sad. Their pet cat Bonnie is missing. How can they   
perform and celebrate when they are so worried about her? 
 

Lulu and her friends come up with some ideas to help find her. But will their efforts pay 
off? 
 

This is a really lovely, gentle story about friendship, compassion, family and a very special 
time of the year, Christmas. 
 
It will be thoroughly enjoyed by your middle level girls. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
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