
Birrung: The Secret Friend 
By Jackie French 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732299439 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Birrung is the incredible story of ten-year-old Barney Bean in the first years of Australian convict       
settlement. 
 
Orphaned upon the death of his convict Mum, he and friend Elsie, who is mute, are taken in by        
clergyman Mr Johnson and his wife. This is where he encounters Birrung, who is an Aboriginal girl    
living with the Johnson’s and learning the ways of white people. 
 
She is wonderful and Barney is infatuated with her and it is through his eyes that we learn of her      
influence and relationships in these late 1780’s. 
 
Much hardship is faced and mostly overcome by our fantastic character and the story is full of detail 
and typical of Jackie French’s historical novels, thoroughly researched. 
 
Birrung is a great middle to upper grade novel, best suited to 9-13 year olds. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

From best-selling and award-winning author Jackie French comes a new series for younger readers 
called The Secret Histories.  
 
This first book in the series tells the story of a young indigenous girl Birrung who befriends           
orphaned Barney and his friend Elsie. Birrung is living with Mr Johnson, chaplain to the Australian  
colony in 1790, and his family. Generous in spirit, the Johnson family also take in Barney and Elsie 
who have only just been surviving on their meagre daily rations. Despite living with the Johnsons, 
Birrung's connection to her people remains strong, and when Mr and Mrs Johnson see how         
Barney's feelings for Birrung are growing, they gently explain that his friendship with a 'native' girl 
and all that she taught him about her language and lore must remain a secret - forever. 
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Silver Shoes And All That Jazz 
By Samantha-Ellen Bound 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857982827 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is an exciting new Australian series that will be based at the Silver Shoes Dance Studio. 
 
In this first book we follow the journey of ten-year-old Ellie, who really wants to become a famous 
dancer or choreographer. 
 
The series will look at each of the girls at the dance studio and see them try to follow their dreams 
while maintaining friendships amid lots of competitiveness.  
 
Ellie comes up against new girl Ashley and her dance enemy Jasmine for a lead role in the upcoming 
Jazz Groove Dance Competition. 
 
Feisty characters in an easy- to-read middle reader, make this a great new series for girls eight years 
old and up. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Meet four very different girls who all have one thing in common - they love to dance! Eleanor Irvin 
is ten years old, and dancing is her everything. Tap, ballet, lyrical, and ballroom - she's tried it all. 
But her favourite style, by far, is jazz. When Miss Caroline, the owner of Silver Shoes Dance Studio, 
announces she will be selecting dancers to perform in the upcoming Jazz Groove Dance                
Competition, Ellie is over the moon! There's only one problem, she's not so good at auditions.    
Actually, there might be a few problems - Ellie's dance enemy, Jasmine, seems determined to ruin 
her chances and the new girl, Ashley, is really talented. Will Ellie be able to overcome her nerves 
and hold on to the spotlight? 
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1854 Do You Dare? Eureka Boys 
By Penny Matthews 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143308454 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
It’s 1854 and life on the goldfields of Ballarat is harsh and unjust. 
 

Henry is a young boy, who after the death of his mother , finds himself having to grow up quickly.    
Together with his father and young sister, they are trying to find their riches in gold. 
 

But the ever present threat of the ‘Traps’ mean that they are constantly under threat. 
 

Henry strikes up a friendship with an Irish boy named Frank. Henry’s father is not happy about this, as 
the English and the Irish do not get on and he thinks he is a bad influence on him. 
 

Although Henry’s father wants change too, he doesn’t want to be a part of the rebellion, but Henry 
and Frank find themselves caught up in the middle of this fight against the government  -  A fight for a 
fair go for the miners. 
 

It is a story of the realities of life in the 1800’s, friendship, fighting for justice and following in what you 
think is right. 
 
Boys 10 and up will thoroughly enjoy this book. 
 

 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Do you dare . . . Join a rebellion? Stand up to a bully? Risk your life for a friend? It's an adventure in 
history. Do You Dare? Henry lives with his father and sister on the Victorian goldfields. Still      
mourning the loss of his mother and baby brother, Henry helps his father to mine their claim and 
hopes that one day they will strike it rich. But they can't afford a mining license and without a     
license they are at the mercy of the corrupt police. When Henry meets a new friend, Frank, he    
enters a world of politics, riots and rebellion that will lead him to Eureka Stockade, one of the     
defining moments in Australian history.  
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Dexter The Courageous Koala 
By Jesse Blackadder 
Publisher: ABC Book/Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780733331787 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
When Ashley finds her dream of owning a puppy can’t happen because her Dad has lost his job, she 
thinks it’s the end of the world. 
 

Her best friend gets to spend the holidays with her new puppy, while Ashley is sent to spend time with 
her aunt Micky in the country. Little does she know how one very small koala and his mother will 
change her views on everything. 
 

This is a great book for all your students who love animals, with a bit of adventure for good measure. 
 

It’s a book about growing up, responsibility and finding out what you can do when you really put your 
mind to it. 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed this story and it will suit both boys and girls, grade 4 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

Twelve-year-old Ashley is going to stay with her Aunt Micky who lives near Byron Bay. Micky has 
spent many years looking after rescued wildlife, but when a freak storm hits and they discover a 
baby koala and his mother, Ashley is drawn into the reality of what caring for wildlife, such as     
koalas, really involves. From the author of Stay The Last Dog in Antarctica and Paruku The Desert 
Brumby comes a heart-warming and moving story about one of Australia's best-loved animals. 
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Ready, Set, Spy: Frankie Fox Spy Girl 
By Yvette Poshoglian 
Publisher: Hachette 
ISBN 9780734415684 
$12.99 

Lamont Review  
 

Frankie Fox is not your average 11 year old girl. She likes fencing and motorcross in the way 
that other girls like teddy bears! And she has always wanted to be a spy. 
 

Frankie lives with her father, Fergus Fox, a rich scientist, and her house-keeper Hanna. Her 
Dad is often not home, spending most of his time at ‘The Fortress’.  
 

But weird things have been happening  -  she is sure someone is spying on her.   
 

Frankie then meets JJ. He used to live next door to her when they were young and the two of 
them become friends. When they both attempt to go and visit her Dad, things become a 
whole lot more complicated. 
 

They find themselves in the middle of her Dad’s kidnapping and at the centre of a spy mission. 
Frankie’s wish of becoming a spy is coming true   -  just in the way that she planned, but can 
they put their spy skills to the test and help save her Dad? 
 
A fantastic new action series for your middle level girls. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Meet your new hero, Frankie Fox! What would you do if you found out your were secretly 
being trained as a spy? Frankie Fox is about to find out! When Frankie's billionaire scientist 
dad is kidnapped by a mysterious evil group, the Alliance, it's up to her to crack the case. To 
succeed in this mission, she'll have to solve mind-bending puzzles, work head-spinning 
gadgets and outwit ruthless bad guys. Is Frankie ready to go from schoolkid to superspy? 
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Penelope Perfect: Project Best Friend 
By Chrissie Perry 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760120245 
$14.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
A thoroughly entertaining read that will be perfect for girls Year 3 and up. 
 
Penelope tries so hard to do everything right, but sometimes she just has to explode. The one thing 
that she hasn't got right is a best friend, but she is hoping the new girl at school might change that. 
 
Penelope learns that it takes a lot of time to become friends and sometimes it’s better to just go with 
the flow and relax than to always be perfect. 
 
This is the first book in a new series that your girls will love. Chrissie Perry has captured the essential 
spirit of the girls who never quite know how to relax and enjoy themselves easily. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
  

Blurb: 
 

Penelope Kingston wants to be perfect. And most of the time she is good, sensible and calm. But 
nobody is perfect, and sometimes Penelope is bossy, angry and frustrated. It's like - and this is very 
weird - there are two Penelope’s inside her. She is never quite sure who is going to be stronger on 
any given day. There's one part of Penelope's life that is definitely not perfect: she doesn't have a 
best friend. It was absolutely time that Penelope got a best friend of her own. It makes Penelope 
very anxious whenever they have to get into pairs at school. Everyone knows that being partners 
with the teacher means you are the odd one out. Penelope hopes that the new girl at school might 
be the one. But it's not easy finding a best friend, and it's not easy trying to be perfect. Sometimes, 
the best idea is to forget to try! 
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Celebrating Australia - A Year In Poetry 
By Lorraine Marwood 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925081022 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
This collection of poems by Lorraine Marwood takes you through a complete year of living 
in Australia. 
 
From Australia Day, starting school, Easter, sporting events and carnivals, Mother’s day, 
birthdays, weddings, graduations, and the list goes on and on. It  highlights all that we have 
to celebrate. 
 
It is a wonderful collection that can be used in the classroom throughout the year as the 
celebrations occur, or can just be enjoyed by boys and girls of all ages to read alone. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
  

Blurb: 
 
A beautiful collection of poems about celebrations. 
 
Australia Day, ANZAC Day, Boxing Day and birthdays. Weddings, Chinese New Year, the first 
day of spring and Ramadan. So many special occasions! So much to celebrate. In this       
vibrant new poetry collection, Lorraine Marwood explores the many ways we celebrate in 
Australia! 
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