
Emily’s Tiara Trouble  -  The Anti Princess Club 
By Samantha Turnbull & Illustrated by Sarah Davis 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN  9781743319840 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Emily, Bella, Chloe and Grace are a group of best friends who all have their own awesome skills.  From 
science and running, to maths, sketching and building they are one talented group of girls. 
And they most certainly don’t want to be princesses, who would? They think fairytales should be called 
unfairytales because the girls never get to do anything interesting in them!  
 
When Emily’s mum enters her in a beauty pageant, Emily has had enough. It’s time for their very own 
club to put a stop to this nonsense - the Anti-Princess Club. 
 
But will the girls be able to overcome the challenges in front of them? They only need to organise a 
secret entry to a running race, come up with a plan to get one of them out of cooking in her family   
restaurant, win a science competition and take a stand against beauty pageants. No big deal for the     
Anti-Princess Club! 
 
Middle level girl readers will love the individuality of the main characters and their strong friendship. 
There is also a great message about staying true to who you are, not worrying about appearances and 
finding your own special talents.  The first book in a new series by a debut Australian author, readers 
are sure to want to follow the other adventures of the Anti-Princess Club. 
 
Reviewed by Kate 

Blurb: 

Talented ten-year-olds Emily, Bella, Chloe and Grace are sick of adults trying to turn them into    
helpless princesses. When maths whiz Emily Martin's mother enters her in the local beauty         
pageant, it's the last straw - the four friends form the Anti-Princess Club, with the motto WE DON'T 
NEED  RESCUING. Can they use their awesome skills to show the world that girls want to be valued 
for more than what they see in the mirror? 
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My Life and Other Massive Mistakes 
By Tristan Bancks 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857985293 
$15.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Tom Weekly is the star of this book of funny, ridiculous and really pretty disgusting short stories that 
are sure to make you laugh out loud. 
 
His big sister is possibly the most evil sister a kid has ever had.  Her plot to make Tom do all her chores 
for a week is both brilliant and horrible at the same time - too bad Tom didn’t think of it first! 
 
My favourite stories were the tale of Tom helping his grandfather escape from his nursing home and 
the ‘cranky dad syndrome’ story.  Tom’s grandfather dresses up as the head nurse and, with the      
assistance of an army of elderly residents flinging food, sharpened walking sticks and more disgusting 
things at the nursing staff, he attempts to make his escape. 
 
Jack is Tom’s friend and his Dad suffers from cranky dad syndrome. But lately he has managed to calm 
down and not be cranky. Jack is determined to get his normal Dad back, so Jack and Tom decide that 
they need to misbehave until he goes back to his normal cranky self.  I think most dads would be really 
annoyed with their scheme - it starts with removing the batteries from the remote control just as the 
big game is about to start and replacing them with sausage meat and gets more and more annoying.  
What will it take to get Jack’s Dad to snap back to his normal self? 
 
The hilarious and crazy stories will have kids laughing for ages, and the cartoon illustrations throughout 
are a great addition. As they are all short stories you can just read one story or all of them, making it 
accessible to a range of readers.  The engaging and fast paced nature of the short stories should hold 
the attention of more reluctant readers too.  Best suited to middle - upper primary. 
 
Reviewed by Kate  

Blurb: 

Have you ever helped your pop escape from a nursing home? Does your teacher have a problem 
with his bowels? Is your sister an evil genius and criminal mastermind? Have you ever mined your 
teeth for cash? Do you want to know where all the lost socks go? Is there a girl or boy at school 
who's desperate to kiss you? And do you know someone with the worst case of nits in world        
history? I do. I'm Tom Weekly and this is the third book in my weird, funny, sometimes gross life 
story. 
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Lulu Bell and the Koala Joey 
By Belinda Murrell 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857985484 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

In this instalment of the wonderful Lulu Bell series, we see Lulu, her family and their family 
friends, The Stewarts, head to Tarni Beach for their annual summer holidays. 
 

Lulu and the other children are so excited to be able to spend a week at the beach, and Lulu is 
particularly looking forward to learning to surf. She loves Tarni Beach! Especially all the     
wildlife that appears right near the house! 
 

But something is not quite right this year. It is the sound of bulldozer! And that cannot be 
good. They soon discover that their neighbour, Mr O’Connor is planning on removing all the 
trees to make way for new houses. 
 

When Lulu and Zac find an injured koala and its joey, Lulu becomes determined to try and fix 
things. But will her plan work, and will she be able to save the tranquillity of Tarni Beach? 
 
A perfect read for your middle level girls. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Lulu Bell's beach holiday is about to begin! Lulu can't wait for her holiday at Tarni Beach to 
begin. She has a new pink surfboard and Dad is going to teach her to surf. Lulu and her 
friend Zac like to spot wildlife in the bush nearby. But bulldozers have arrived and the trees 
might soon be gone. What will happen to the mummy koala and her joey if all the trees are 
taken away? Lulu needs to work out how to save the koalas' home! 
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Accidentally Awesome 
By Adam Wallace & Illustrated by James Hart 
Publisher: Krueger Wallace Press 
ISBN 9780980828276 
$12.00 

Lamont Review: 
 
Good natured Jackson always seems to be in the right place at the right time and seems to fluke heroic 
incidents regularly. 
 
This all changes when he decides not to try to help people as he is sick of all the attention. But when 
things start going wrong all around him, and he becomes the local enemy instead of the local hero, he 
realises that things were better off before! 
 
Full of slapstick, laugh a minute humour that junior boys 8 + will love. This is the first book in a          
fantastic new series by local, emerging talent Adam Wallace. 
 

 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

Jackson Payne is clumsy. Like, really clumsy. Like really, really, really, really, clumsy. Like...well, you 
get the idea. But every time he’s clumsy, awesome things happen. 
 
The problem is, Jackson is over it. He only wants to be a hero on purpose. But how do you stop    
being a fluke? 
 
It’s action-packed, it’s laugh out loud funny, and best of all, it’s awesome. 
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The Extra-special Group: Hey Jack 
By Sally Rippin 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760123826  

$7.95 

Lamont Review  
 

This series really is fantastic for your emerging readers. 
 
The storylines continue to be ones that are highly relevant to your students, and this one in 
particular will strike a cord with every young student struggling in one area of their schooling. 
 
Jack has to go to a special class for help with his reading. He is extremely embarrassed about 
this and worries what everyone else will think. He worries that they will all think he is stupid. 
 
Jack doesn’t even tell Billie the truth. He knows he should and feels bad about it. 
 
Jack learns some very valuable lessons about getting help and confiding in your friends. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Jack has to leave his class to go to the special spelling group. Not everyone has to go. What 
if the other kids make fun of him? 
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Johnny Danger DIY Spy 
By Peter Millett 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143308560 
$14.99 

Lamont Review  
 
Imagine you are a would-be primary school age spy when you are suddenly taken to MI6 
to save the world from the evil Dr Disaster.  That’s what happens to Johnny Danger! 
 
All of a sudden, he has at his disposal all of the ingenious gadgets that he had dreamed of 
at home. Bubblegum parachutes, bogey bombs and the coolest car are all Johnny’s, as is a 
whole lot of money.  But will MI6 realise Johnny is not a master spy or can he miraculously 
fluke stopping Dr Disaster? 
 
I’m sure you can guess the answer!  
 
Younger 9-12 year old boys will enjoy the nonsense, the gadgets and Johnny’s wonderful 
attitude in this Australian written title, the first in a new series. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 


