
The Fire Sermon 
By Francesca Haig 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780007563067 
$29.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

A great read for your senior students - set in a world that combines post-apocalyptic elements with 
fantasy . 
 

At every birth two babies are born  -  one a perfect Alpha and the other a deformed Omega. 
 

As soon as possible the Omega child is cast aside so the Alpha children can live their perfect lives. The 
only problem is, if one of the twins die, then so does the other  -  they are forever linked. 
 

Cass and Zach are both perfect in body, but one of them must be an Omega.  The problem is, which 
one? 
 

An exciting story of trust, betrayal, ambition, family and one persons vision for a better world, where 
twins matter to each other, regardless of their physical abilities. 
 

The characters are engaging, and the fast paced plot will keep you highly entertained. 
 

Great for both boys and girls, Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

When Zach and I were born our parents must have counted and recounted: limbs, fingers, toes. We 
were perfect. They would have been disbelieving: nobody dodged the split between Alpha and 
Omega. Nobody. They were born together and they will die together. One strong Alpha twin and 
one mutated Omega; the only thing they share is the moment of their death. The Omegas live in 
segregation, cast out by their families as soon as their mutation becomes clear. Forced to live apart, 
they are ruthlessly oppressed by their Alpha counterparts. The Alphas are the elite. Once their 
weaker twin has been cast aside, they're free to live in privilege and safety, their Omega twin far 
from their thoughts. Cass and Zach are both perfect on the outside: no missing limbs, no visible 
Omega mutation. But Cass has a secret: one that Zach will stop at nothing to expose. The potential 
to change the world lies in both their hands. One will have to defeat the other to see their vision of 
the future come to pass, but if they're not careful both will die in the struggle for power. 
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The Hush 
By Skye Melki-Wegner 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857985668 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Chester has spent months in the road searching for his father after he vanished. But when he gets 
caught illegally joining the Song, he is sentenced to death. 
 
However the ruthless Nightfall Gang has other plans for Chester so they save him, and use The Hush to 
hide him away. So begins a wonderful fantasy adventure. Fast paced, with a thoroughly entertaining 
storyline, your students will fall in love with the characters who make up the mysterious Nightfall Gang  
-  Susannah, Sam, Dot and Travis, and particularly Chester. 
 
It is a story of cruelty and the quest for revenge, but it is also full of friendship, the importance of    
family and knowing when to trust someone. 
 
All fantasy lovers from Year 8 and up will find this book hard to put down. 
 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
  

Blurb: 

Chester is on the road, searching every town for clues about his father's disappearance. But when 
he's caught accidentally - and illegally - connecting with the Song as he plays his beloved fiddle, 
Chester is sentenced to death. Only a licensed Songshaper can bend music to their will. The axe is 
about to fall . . . But there is someone else watching Chester. Someone who needs his special      
talents. Who can use him for their own ends. And who is hiding in the Hush, where Music can be 
deadly and Echoes can kill you with a touch. Susannah is that someone. The young captain of the 
infamous Nightfall Gang has plans for Chester. Finally, she will have her revenge. 
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Zafir: Through My Eyes 
By Prue Masson 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743312544 
$15.99 

Blurb: 

Zafir has a comfortable life in Homs, Syria, until his father, a doctor, is arrested for helping a        
protester who was campaigning for revolution. While his mother heads to Damascus to try to find 
out where his father is being held, Zafir stays with his grandmother - until her house is bombed. 
With his father in prison, his mother absent, his grandmother ill and not a friend left in the city, 
Zafir must stay with his Uncle Ghazi. But that too becomes dangerous as the city becomes more 
and more besieged. Will Zafir survive long enough to be reunited with his parents? 
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Lamont Review: 
 
The Through My Eyes series really does take the reader on a journey, looking through the eyes of a 
young person living in a way that they can only imagine. 
 
In this book, we follow the life of Zafir. He is a young boy who moved to Syria from Dubai. His life is 
very different to what he knew, but with the uprising against the government his live just keeps getting 
worse. 
 
He has struggled to make friends and is homesick for the life that he had, and when life in Syria takes a 
turn for the worst, the friends he did have all flee, leaving him even more isolated. 
 
Zafir and his family find themselves caught in the middle of the uprising and he witnesses and           
experiences things that a boy of 13 should never have to. He has a close relationship with his family, 
but with all that is going on, he finds himself in a position he never imagined. 
 
A timely and important story, taking readers into the heart and mind of someone not so different from 
themselves.  It is book that will give both boys and girls an insight into the tensions of life in the middle 
east. Suited for those 12 +. 
 

 

Reviewed by Sam 



Seeker 
By Arwen Elys Dayton 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780552570558 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

A sure winner, this fantasy thriller pits good against evil as we follow the exploits of our three trainee 
seekers, Quin, Shinobu & John. 
 

Seekers ultimately discover secrets that allow time travel and journey to fix problems to ensure the 
universe stays on the right path. 
 

Or so they believe! 
 

Quin and Shinobu are third cousins and have been trained by their fathers, but could these men be  
truly evil? 
 

Their close friend and fellow trainee John is working to further enhance his own families wealth. 
 

Quin is torn, not knowing what to believe. Is her long time love interest John on the right path? 
 

Finally Quin and Shinobu disappear to Hong Kong to forget their past lives, but will they be able to    
remove themselves from their true fate? 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
  
 

Blurb: 

Quin Kincaid has been put through years of brutal training for what she thinks is the noble purpose 
of becoming a revered 'Seeker'. Only when it's too late does she discover she will be using her new-
found knowledge and training to become an assassin. Quin's new role will take her around the 
globe, from a remote estate in Scotland to a bustling, futuristic Hong Kong where the past she 
thought she had escaped will finally catch up with her. 
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Eventual Poppy Day 
By Libby Hathorn 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732299514 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Libby Hathorn weaves the stories of Maurice, a WWI ANZAC, with his great nephew Oliver’s life, set 
now. 
 

We see the horror of World War I from Gallipoli through to Flanders Fields, where Libby’s own uncle 
Maurice spent three years fighting, only to eventually die in Flanders Fields. 
 

This ties in with Oliver, who lives with his great Aunt Dorothia.  Dorothia is Maurice’s youngest sister, 
and was born shortly after Maurice’s death. 
 

At first Oliver cannot understand our need to remember the war.  Then, when he is at his lowest and in 
a great deal of trouble with Dorothia, she gives him special letters written by his great uncle Maurice.  
Oliver is touched by these letters, especially the one to his unborn sister, Dorothia. 
 

Maurice and Oliver’s connection is made stronger by their love of drawing and painting. 
 
Exploring the effects of war, including the connections between families and the long term impact war 
can have on a family group.  An important and interesting exploration of the ties between things that 
happened in the increasingly distant past and life today.  
 
A strongly written, thought provoking read, that would best suit readers 14 years and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
  

Blurb: 
 

Painstakingly researched and extremely well written, this is a novel that moves deftly and easily 
from one time period to another and yet still allows the novel to retain an overall sense of           
cohesion. Respected YA author Libby Hathorn has drawn on family history and done extensive    
research to write a fascinating book that profiles two young protagonists, both seventeen years of 
age, who are related: Maurice, who went to Gallipoli and the Western Front and his great-great 
nephew, Oliver, who is trying to deal with difficult family circumstances but whose discovery of 
Maurice's WW1 diary changes the way he sees the world. The balance of the historical and         
contemporary points of view makes this title perfect for use in the classroom, but also appealing to 
the YA reader. 
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Mind Games 
By Teri Terry 
Publisher: Orchard Books/Hachette 
ISBN 9781408334256 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in a future where people have an implant and can choose to plug in to a virtual reality world where 
they can experience all things. In this virtual reality world they work, play and attend school. 
 
But Luna is a refuser without an implant, and when school test results show her true intelligence the 
world leading and controlling company PareCo are suddenly interested in her. 
 
Will her ancestry and true gifts be uncovered, and can she save the world from itself? 
 
As a refuser of some modern technologies, I found the premise intriguing and the characters well    
developed and interesting. In a time when so many are increasingly becoming disconnected by their 
connectivity, I think this story will strike a cord with many.  
 
A truly enthralling dystopian thriller that will appeal to those 15 +. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
  
 

Blurb: 

Fans of the award-winning SLATED trilogy won't want to miss this gripping new psychological    
thriller from Teri Terry! In a future world, life is tightly controlled by the all-powerful PareCo.     
Standing out from the crowd is dangerous so misfit Luna hides her secrets carefully, not realising 
her own power. Unlike her friends and family, Luna has never been able to plug into Realtime, 
PareCo's virtual world, where almost everyone now lives their lives. So how do PareCo know about 
Luna, and why do they want her for their elite think tank? The truth is hidden in a web of shining 
silver secrets, and the corrupt authorities would do anything to keep it that way. Can Luna find a 
way to use her own hidden powers and bring the truth to light before it's too late? 
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