
New Boy 
By Nick Earls 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143308393 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

A wonderful new novel from Nick Earls. Herschelle has moved from South Africa to Australia and while 
some things are the same, there are lots of differences. 
 

The kids find his accent strange, so even speaking English is a challenge to fitting in. 
 

All Herschelle wants is to fit in and make friends. But first he has to cope with Lachlan and his friends, 
who are intent on making his life miserable. When Herschelle retaliates, the school principal makes all 
his students realise that racism and bullying come in many forms and none are acceptable. 
 

This book will appeal to everyone who has had to start something new.  
 

Nick Earls has captured the thoughts and feelings of Herschelle in a way we can all understand. 
 

I’m quite certain this book will be used in class reading and literature circles for many years to come as 
it has so many discussion points. 
 

Will suit both boys and girls, but the cover will push it more towards boys Year 5 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 
 

Adjusting to a new country and a new school was never going to be easy for Herschelle. The food is 
strange, it's so different to South Africa and, worst of all, no one understands the Aussie slang he's 
learnt on the web. 
 
But it's the similarities that make things really hard. Herschelle will have to confront racism, bullying 
and his own past before Australia can feel like home . . . 
  
A moving, funny new novel by one of Australia's best-loved authors. 
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The Battle for the Golden Egg: Samurai vs Ninja 1:  
By Nick Falk & Tony Flowers 
Publisher: Random House  
ISBN 9780857986054 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
In Ancient Japan, two sworn enemies battle for the Golden Egg  -  The Samurai and the Ninja’s. Who 
will win? 
 
So follows an hilarious battle full of ridiculous threats, lots of cheating and much giggling (mostly from 
the Ninja’s). 
 
Complete with amazing detailed illustrations from Tony Flowers, this is sure to be another highly popu-
lar series that your students will love. 
 
It will suit reluctant boy readers really well, but any student, boy or girl, Year 3 and up who enjoys a 
laugh will love this book. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle. 
 

Blurb: 

Get ready for the greatest battle of all time! In the Edo Period of Japan, two teams fight for           
supremacy - the serious samurai and the scheming ninjas. To determine who is the best, a deadly 
contest is held. The prize is the Golden Egg, the most magnificent treasure in all of Japan. But when 
the ninjas cheat, the samurai will stop at nothing to get revenge. Tighten your topknot and sharpen 
your sword - the Samurai vs Ninja battle is about to begin! 
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The Burning Sea: The Warlock’s Child 
By Paul Collins and Sean McMullen 
Publisher: Ford Street Publishing 
ISBN 9781925000924 
$12.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
The first book in a new series aimed at introducing your Grade 5 & 6’s to fantasy . 
 
Dantar and his sister Velza are both working on the warship Invincible, on their way to con-
front their enemies. But why is the dragon so upset? 
 
There are mysteries and magic, and a really fast paced story that is the perfect fantasy book 
for your students who are just staring to explore this genre. 
 
It will suit both boys and girls. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

There is no lower rank than cabin boy on the warship Invincible. But Dantar knows he is 
important, because anyone who threatens his life gets turned into a pile of ashes. His older 
sister Velza is a shapecasting warrior, in a world where only men fight. Until now. Together 
they must solve the mystery of broken magic and escape the dragon. 
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Run Pip Run 
By J.C Jones 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743319222 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 

Pip is one very brave character. 

The story commences with Sully, her beloved guardian, being struck down by illness.  It has just been Pip and 
Sully for as long as she can remember, and she doesn't know anything about her family.   They struggle to 
make ends meet, but somehow they have managed. 

With Sully in hospital, and ‘the social’ (what Pip calls the government welfare services) and the police hot on 
her tail threatening to put her in a foster home, Pip goes on the run. 

Pip is an incredibly brave and loyal character who tries her best to help everyone around her.   Unfortunately, 
she can’t see that sometimes she isn’t really helping herself. 

Luckily, she develops a great friendship with a girl from school who comes from very different circumstances to 
Pip and the story ends with a real mix of happiness and sadness at Pip’s changed circumstances. 

Pip’s misfortune and disadvantage may make some readers realise how lucky they really are to have a family 
that loves them and cares for them.  

There is quite a bit of interesting Australian slang in this title, and a lot of is explained or in context so that 
readers can follow along. 

An interesting read, that draws you in, especially as you worry about what might happen to Pip while she is on 
the run. 
 
Reviewed by Kate 
 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Pip Sullivan's tenth birthday was a disaster, and that was only the beginning. With her beloved Sully 
in hospital and the welfare hot on her heels, Pip needs time, money and a place to stay. She's      
determined to stay one step ahead of Senior Constable Molly Dunlop! With help from her friends,  
including a psychic cat and a canine escape artist, Pip needs to stay out of dreaded foster homes so 
she can help Sully get better. Run, Pip, Run is a warm-hearted story about a small girl on her own in 
a big city, but who knows a thing or two about loyalty, bravery and friendship. 
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The Four Fingered Man: The Gateway #1 
By Cerberus Jones 

Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760120283 

$14.95 

Lamont Review  
 

Amelia and her family are on the move—they are leaving the city to start a new life running a 
hotel in Forgotten Bay, a quiet town on top of a cliff. At least that’s what Amelia’s parents tell 
her and her brother! 
 
When they arrive in Forgotten Bay their hotel turns out to be very run down, and slightly 
strange. Electronics don’t seem to work properly. The caretaker Tom is strange too, and Amelia 
is convinced that he is up to no good.  
 
As things become more mysterious, Amelia and her new friend Charlie become more and more 
determined to uncover what is really going on at The Gateway Hotel.  And they are in for a      
serious shock when they discover that The Gateway Hotel might be living up to it’s name… 
 
A really enjoyable, fast paced mystery that I finished in one sitting. As the start of a new series 
this book ends with the reveal of the big mystery that sets the scene for future stories and leaves 
the readers hanging for more adventures. Luckily, with Book 2 in the series also out now they 
won’t have to wait! 
 
Reviewed by Kate 
 

Blurb: 
 
When Amelia's parents decide to reopen a creepy old hotel, Amelia and her new friend Charlie 
quickly discover that the place is much more than it seems. The Gateway is no ordinary hotel - and 
its guests aren't just visiting from other cities and towns!  
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The Island of Dr Libris 
By Chris Grabenstein 

Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857988256 

$16.99 

Lamont Review  
 

Without any electronic gadgets, including a T.V, Billy decides that he may as well start reading some of 
the books that are in the vast library of the strange Dr. Libris, who owns the cabin that he and his mum 
are staying in for the summer. 
 

What Billy thinks is going to be a boring holiday, turns into anything but! He gets far more than he bar-
gained for when he opens the books. He must be imagining the noises coming from the island in the 
middle of the lake.  
 

Together with his new friend Walter, they embark on a fabulous adventure. But is it real? How can 
characters such as Hercules and Robin Hood all come to life? And how much danger are they really 
now in? 
 

This is a very fast, busy book, that will keep you thinking and guessing how and what is going to happen 
next and it will have your imagination running wild!  
 

It is a perfect way to introduce the students to the classic novels that appear throughout the book, and 
will hopefully have them wanting to read them. A complete list of these is included at the back of the 
book. 
 

Both boys and girls, 8 up will love this adventure. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Chris Grabenstein, author of the New York Times bestselling Escape from Mr. Lemoncello's Library 
and co-author of the I Funny series with James Patterson, celebrates the power of imagination with 
this action-packed adventure that shows that sometimes the real story starts after you close the 
book! What if your favorite characters came to life? Billy's spending the summer in a lakeside cabin 
that belongs to the mysterious Dr. Libris. But something strange is going on. Besides the security 
cameras everywhere, there's Dr. Libris's private bookcase. Whenever Billy opens the books inside, 
he can hear sounds coming from the island in the middle of the lake. The clash of swords. The 
twang of arrows. Sometimes he can even feel the ground shaking. It's almost as if the stories he's 
reading are coming to life! But that's impossible . . . isn't it? 


