
The Pause 
By John Larkin 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857981707 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

‘My name is Declan O’Malley. I’m seventeen years old. I come from a loving and supportive family. I go 
to a top-notch selective high school. I have the sweetest, most gorgeous and intelligent girlfriend in 
the world. And in five hours’ time, I will kill myself’. 
 
The first chapter got me in and introduced me to a book that I couldn't put down. 
 
This is a book about suicide, however, it is not a suicide book. It is marvellously written with an insight 
that can only be real. But like Sliding Doors, it gives us a what if? What if Declan pauses? 
 
What could his life become? 
 
It succinctly shows why life is worth living and provides a real hope for the future. 
 
I highly recommend this to all students over 15. It is sure to become highly awarded and be classroom 
group reading for many years.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

One moment. One pause. One whole new life. Declan seems to have it all: a family that loves him, 
friends he's known for years, a beautiful girlfriend he would go to the ends of the earth for. But 
there's something in Declan's past that just won't go away, that pokes and scratches at his thoughts 
when he's at his most vulnerable. Declan feels as if nothing will take away that pain that he has  
buried deep inside for so long. So he makes the only decision he thinks he has left: the decision to 
end it all. Or does he? As the train approaches and Declan teeters at the edge of the platform, two 
versions of his life are revealed. In one, Declan watches as his body is destroyed and the lives of 
those who loved him unravel. In the other, Declan pauses before he jumps. And this makes all the 
difference. From author of The Shadow Girl, winner of the Victorian Premier's Literary Awards 2012 
Prize for Writing for Young Adults, comes a breathtaking new novel that will make you reconsider 
the road you're travelling and the tracks you're leaving behind. 
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Prince of Afghanistan 
By Louis Nowra 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743314821 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Louis Nowra is well known for his novels for senior students, but this will sit perfectly with your Year 
8’s and 9’s. 
 

It is a compelling read and quite graphic and brutal at times, but it is very hard to put down. 
 

Set in Afghanistan, as the title suggests, we follow Prince  -  a bomb detection dog and young soldier 
Mark when they are left to find their way back to base after a mission goes wrong. 
 

It is an amazing story of human endurance and the will to live. As well as showing the wonderful     
companionship and loyalty that humans and dogs share. 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed this story, but it is probably best suited to boys Year 8 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
  
 

Blurb: 

Black parachutes fall from the sky: young soldiers - and a dog - on a rescue mission in a   
remote part of Afghanistan. But the mission ends in chaos, and Mark and Prince embark on 
a perilous journey through enemy territory. They depend on each other to survive. A      
dramatic and powerful story of war and the bond between a young soldier and a dog, from 
the acclaimed author of Into That Forest. 
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The Guy, the Girl, the Artist and His Ex 
By Gabrielle Williams 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743319550 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

With the back story being the 1986 theft of Picasso’s ‘Weeping Woman’ from the National Gallery in 
Melbourne,  this enthralling contemporary work of fiction is the first of a new trilogy. 
 
Our characters are appealing, particularly Guy, (The Guy) and Rafi, (The Girl) who try to achieve in the 
face of adversity. 
 
The four main characters lives are intertwined even though they are unaware of this and I found the 
story both funny and at times dark. The themes of madness, crime and love set in an artists world 
make this an ideal read for those 15+ 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
  

Blurb: 

A rock chick. An artist with attitude. A girl with a past. A party animal. Four lives collide when one of 
the world's most famous paintings is stolen. It's a mystery that has the nation talking, but while  
Picasso's Weeping Woman might be absent from the walls of the National Gallery, in other parts of 
Melbourne the controversial painting's presence is being felt by Guy, Rafi, Luke and Penny for four 
very different reasons. Life, love, art and one giant party intersect in this offbeat comedy about 
good intentions, unexpected consequences and the irresistible force of true love. 
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Lifespan of Starlight 
By Thalia Kalkipsakis 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781742978710 

$19.95 

Blurb: 

The first in a thrilling new trilogy of epic proportions from best-selling children's author Thalia 
Kalkipsakis. A fresh take on the time tripping genre, The Lifespan of Starlight is Gattaca meets The 
Time Traveler's Wife. It already lies dormant within you: the ability to move within time. In 2084, 
three teenagers discover the secret to time travel. At first their jumps cover only a few seconds, but 
soon they master the technique and combat their fear of jumping into the unknown. It's dangerous. 
It's illegal. And it's utterly worth it for the full-body bliss of each return. As their ability to time jump 
grows into days and weeks, the group begins to push beyond their limits, with terrifying               
consequences. Could they travel as far as ten years, to escape the authorities? They are desperate 
enough to find out. But before they jump they must be sure, because it only works in one direction. 
Once you trip forwards, there's no coming back. 
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Lamont Review: 
 

This is a wonderful first instalment in a series that will get you thinking. Is time travel  really possible? 
 

Coutlyn (Scout) is an unchipped illegal, and in 2084 this is extremely dangerous. All citizens are chipped 
and everything in their life, including food and water rations are controlled by it.  
 

Fourteen year-old Scout, and her Mum, have lived like this all her life with Scout being ‘off the grid’.  
Always making do on her Mum’s rations and telling lies and stories to cover up the truth of her         
existence.  But all this changes when Scout comes across the strange, dying woman in the cave. Could 
this possibly be her chance to get a chip? She can’t believe what she has just seen or what she then 
does. This decision will change her life. 
 

However, it is her meeting up with Mason and Boc, and their fascination and obsession with their new 
found ability to ‘skip’ that will be the ultimate risk. What have they really got themselves into and how 
will they get out of it? 
 

Set in a futuristic Melbourne, girls, particularly those in Year 7-10, interested in the possibility of time 
travel will thoroughly enjoy this and be looking forward to the next instalment.  
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 



Daisy Malone and the Blue Glowing Stone 
By James O’Loghlin 
Publisher: Pan Macmillan 
ISBN 9781743533024 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Daisy is a very curious girl. She also has a curious dog  -  who can talk. 
 
Together they must solve the mystery of her mother’s disappearance, why there are two strange men 
who are terrorising her neighbour, and why does everyone want the blue glowing stone? Not to     
mention it’s also her birthday! 
 
This is a fast paced mystery that is also hilarious and will have your students laughing out loud. 
 
Perfect for your Year 7 and 8 girls who enjoy humour and mystery in their books. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle  
  

Blurb: 
 

Someone has to save the world and that someone is Daisy Malone. It's Daisy's 12th birthday but 
she's got more earth-shattering things on her mind. Her mother is missing and she and her dog Ben 
(a highly intelligent, talking dog - his words!) have just found a mysterious blue glowing stone in the 
attic. But two shady characters are also searching for the stone and, soon, Daisy and Ben are fleeing 
to Gloomy Gulch, the archaeological site where Daisy's mother has vanished on a dig. But what 
they find is not what they expect! From the author of The Adventures of Sir Roderick the Not-Very 
Brave, another hilarious, rollicking adventure, introducing feisty Daisy Malone and her canine   
companion, Ben. 
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The Catalyst 
By Helena Coggan 
Publisher: Hodder & Stoughton 
ISBN 9781444794670 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Rose has a secret and so does her father. But in Rose’s world of magically gifted people and  
non-magical Ashkind, secrets are dangerous things. Is her Dad telling her everything about his past 
and where does the mysterious Loren Arkwood fit in? 
 
This is a great novel for fantasy lovers from first time author Helena Coggan. Full of great characters 
and a fast paced plot that is filled with twists and turns, this will keep your students entertained for 
the entire book. 
 
Best suited to girls Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

Rose Elmsworth has a secret. For eighteen years, the world has been divided into the magically  
Gifted and the non-magical Ashkind, but Rose's identity is far more dangerous. At fifteen, she has 
earned herself a place alongside her father in the Department, a brutal law-enforcement             
organisation run by the Gifted to control the Ashkind. But now an old enemy is threatening to start 
a catastrophic war, and Rose faces a challenging test of her loyalties. How much does she really 
know about her father's past? How far is the Department willing to go to keep the peace? And, if 
the time comes, will Rose choose to protect her secret, or the people she loves? 
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Dropping In 
By Geoff Havel 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925162219 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Don’t be fooled by the cover! You may think that this is just a book about skateboarding, but it is far 
more than that.   
 

Readers will find the characters easy to relate to. Ian (Sticks) and his best mate Warren (Ranga) are 
interested in your typical teenage pursuits of Playstation and skateboarding and are excited and 
focused on the upcoming skateboarding competition.  
 

But when a new kid, James, who is in a wheelchair, moves in across the road, they are confronted 
with a situation that is very foreign to them. How are they going to be friends when James can’t do 
all the things they do? 
 

The three of them form a strong connection and learn a great deal about life from each other, but 
Sticks and Ranga want James to experience the thrill of skateboarding and come up with a very       
ill-thought out plan for this to happen.  
 

Friendship, acceptance, consequences for your actions and being treated like everyone else were 
the key themes that I took from this book. 
 

It is not a long book, and will appeal to boys 12+ 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
  
Teacher Notes are available for this title at www.fremantlepress.com.au 

Blurb: 

Sticks and Ranga live on the same street, go to the same school and love the same things -        
skateboarding and PlayStation. When new kid James arrives in his wheelchair, Sticks isn't sure they 
can be friends. But Sticks quickly discovers they have a lot in common. Cerebral palsy stops James 
from doing some things but it hasn't dulled his sense of humour - and he's pretty brainy, too. The 
only thing James can't do is join Sticks and Ranga when they go skateboarding - or can he? Three 
mates, a beat-up old couch, a couple of skateboards and a steep hill ... what could possibly go 
wrong? 
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