
Bella and the Wandering House 
By Meg McKinlay 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925162301 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

What would you do if you woke up one morning and you noticed that you house had moved 
slightly? 
 

This is exactly what happens to Bella one morning. She tries to tell her parents, but as usual 
they were too busy rushing around to notice. Then one day when the house moved to a new 
location. And then another and another. Why is it doing it and where does it really want to 
be? 
 
Bella has a wonderful, understanding and caring relationship with her grandfather, who     
understands her ‘dreaming ways’ and together they try to get to the bottom of the mystery.    
 

This is a magical story about slowing down and family bonds, that girls aged 6 - 10 will love. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teaching Notes are available for this title from the publisher at www.fremantlepress.com.au  

Blurb: 
 

Bella is very surprised one morning to discover her house has moved in the night - not a lot, 
just a little. Her parents are too busy to notice, but even they can't pretend it's not          
happening when they wake up to find their house on the banks of a lake. Night after night 
the house moves and the family wakes to a new location. Unless Bella can solve the      
mystery, who knows where they'll end up? 
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Myra and the Magic Motorcycle - Book 1: The Business in Bermuda 
By Amanda Greenslade 
Publisher: Australian eBook Publisher 
ISBN 9781925271638 

$14.99 

September 2015 
Primary Fiction 

Blurb: 
 

When an eight-year-old Australian girl, named Myra, finds a shining yellow motorcycle in 
the shed, she doesn’t expect it to actually work. It has strange buttons on the display and 
something like an eyebrow on the headlight. There is a key in the ignition! Along with her 
pet bird, Diver, Myra finds herself on an exciting adventure... 

Lamont Review 
 
This is a wonderful new adventure series, that features eight year old Myra travelling around the 
world on the magical motorcycle that she finds in the shed of her new house. 
 
On their first adventure, the motorcycle, Myra, and her pet bird Diver all find themselves in         
Bermuda. But why did the motorcycle take them there? Did it know all along that there was family 
there that needed their help? 
 
The back of the book features very useful and informative pages about the magic motorcycle, facts 
about Bermuda and also introduces young readers to the concept of ‘the rich and the poor’. 
 
With bright, colourful illustrations, your junior to middle level readers are sure to enjoy this new 
series. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 



Coco Banjo Has Been Unfriended 
By N.J. Gemmell 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780857987358 
$14.99 

September 2015 
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Blurb: 
 
 It's time for school camp and some spectacular, Coco-licious adventures! But two problems could 
ruin everything . . . Jay Page is hiding his pet rat in his bag. Worse, Coco's best friend N wants to join 
Belle's group. Has Coco been UNFRIENDED? Can Miss Trample really ban Coco from the disco? 
Could this camp get any worse? Coco needs an amazing plan to make things right. Maybe the Prime 
Minister can help! 

Lamont Review: 
 
In this second book in this great, fun series, Coco is off on school camp to Canberra. 
 

She is very excited, until she finds out who she is rooming with (or not rooming with to be 
more precise!). How could her best friend N want to be with Belle, Kourtney and Tiffany and 
not her? How could she UNFRIEND her? 
 

This alone could make this the worst camp ever. Throw in missing out on the disco, having to 
write out the 9 times table 200 times, and having to room with Miss Trample - Coco Banjo is 
certainly not having the best time. 
 

Can her positive, happy and ‘thinking outside of the box’ attitude make things right after all? 
 

If you haven’t already fallen in love with Coco, you will after this story! 
 

Your middle and upper level girls are sure to enjoy this and resonate with everything Coco 
feels. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 
 



The Fourteenth Summer of Angus Jack 
By Jen Storer & Illustrated by Lucinda Gifford 
Publisher: ABC Books/Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780733334436 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Fourteen year old Angus Jack and his ten year old sister Martha’s lives are thrown into turmoil 
when their Professor father moves them, yet again. But this time they have moved to a        
ramshackle old house for no apparent reason. 
 

More intriguing is Frozen in Time, the curiosities shop that opens next door and the strange old 
shopkeeper Reafen. The shop is full of many relics, snow globes and old world charms. 
 

The children soon become embroiled in a life or death struggle involving goblins, magic and 
different worlds. They uncover family secrets and a surprising history that connects them to 
their Viking past. 
 

This is a terrific read, it is exciting with great characters, both good and scarily bad, and a        
storyline that will keep you entertained throughout. 
 

It will best suit 9 - 12 year old readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Funny, exhilarating and a little bit scary; a bewitching blend of Norse mythology and urban 
fantasy. Following the death of their mother, Angus Jack and his sister, Martha, have 
moved to Australia with their father to start a new life. They end up living in a bayside    
suburb, next door to a peculiar old lady called Reafen, who is a second-hand dealer. To   
Angus and Martha, Reafen seems harmless enough. But who is she really and where did 
she get all the weird and creepy stuff in her shop? Reafen kicks off a chain of events that 
draws Angus into her world, into ancient feuds, wild magic and bitter rivalries, into the 
astonishing dramas of the Old Realm. 
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Lamont Review: 
 
Abby loves to win. And she knows that Pete does too.  
 
So when they play soccer against their friends Lizzie and Joe during their lunch time break at 
school, Abby can’t understand why Pete gets upset with her for showing her competitive      
nature. 
 
So how will things change when Abby and Pete are challenged by the Farelli twins, their long 
time rivals? Will Abby learn how important teamwork is? 
 
This is a fabulous series for both junior and middle primary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

FWOOOOMP! It was a killer kick, straight through the goals.  
 
Abby did a victory dance and skipped around Joe and Lizzie. Abby always wins at soccer. So why 
won't Pete join her team? 
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Sporty Kids: Soccer 
By Felice Arena  
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN: 9780143308430 
$9.99 


