
Cloudwish 
By Fiona Wood 
Publisher: Macmillan 
ISBN 9781743533123 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Fiona Wood’s writing just keeps getting better as she again looks at contemporary coming of age issues 
faced by Australian teens. 
 
In Cloudwish, our main character Vân Uoc is the daughter of strict Vietnamese refugees who lives a double 
life.  Her family live in high-rise public housing but Vân Uoc has a full scholarship to an elite grammar 
school. 
 
She is forever trying to fly under the radar so as not to draw attention to herself but this is all about to 
change when the ultra-cool head of the rowing team, Billy Gardiner, starts showering her with attention. 
 
Could he really be falling in love with her? Or is this all because of a stupid wish that she made? 
 
But Billy has his own issues with family expectations - around his role on the rowing team, and with       
medicine all mapped out as a future career path for him. 
 
Can they possibly have a future together? 
 
Brilliantly written, reminiscent of Melina Marchetta’s classic Looking for Alibrandi, this is sure to be an in-
stant hit with secondary girls. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

For Vân Uoc Phan, fantasies fell into two categories: nourishing, or pointless. Daydreaming about 
Billy Gardiner, for example? Pointless. It always left her feeling sick, as though she'd eaten too 
much sugar. Vân Uoc doesn't believe in fairies, zombies, vampires, Father Christmas - or magic 
wishes. She believes in keeping a low profile: real life will start when school finishes. But when she 
attracts the attention of Billy Gardiner, she finds herself in an unwelcome spotlight. Not even Jane 
Eyre can help her now. Wishes were not a thing. They were not. Correction. Wishes were a thing. 
Wishes that came true were sometimes a thing. Wishes that came true because of magic were not 
a thing! Were they?  
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The Flyaway Girls 
By Julia Lawrinson 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143308652 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Chelsea lives for gymnastics and dreams of being selected for the Nationals team, but while she might 
be the best member of her troupe - and the most dedicated - she’s also the oldest, and time is running 
out. 
 

With the State Championships looming Chelsea’s single-minded determination to achieve her goal is 
derailed when it becomes obvious that the new girl in the club has that “special something” that she 
lacks.  
 

Can Chelsea bring herself to help her new friend if it’s going to mean that Telia earns a place on the 
Nationals team instead? 
 
Flyaway Girls deals realistically and sympathetically with some of the big issues that face young people 
as they move into adulthood: the unravelling of childhood friendships, the choice to make hard        
decisions for the greater good, and learning to pursue what’s really important.  
 
This is an ideal novel for younger secondary students, especially those who need a gentle reminder to 
take a breath and enjoy life. 
 
Flyaway Girls is the twelfth book from CBCA shortlisted author Julia Lawrinson.  
 
Reviewed by Lian 
 

Blurb: 
 

Telia makes her movements graceful as well as technically perfect. And when she finishes with a full 
straight-body somersault - something I have never been able to do - her delighted grin makes         
everybody else smile. Even the judges. Even me. Even though I am wishing, more than anything, that I 
could perform like that. And knowing, with a horrible sinking feeling, that I never will. Chelsea is the 
hardest worker in her gymnastics club and she's determined to make the Nationals team, and then 
the Olympics. But new girl Telia has more natural talent. Chelsea gets jealous, which feels awful,    
because she really likes Telia, who isn't stuck-up like some other girls at gym. And it's not only envy 
that's bothering Chelsea - she's got family issues to worry about and her school friends are acting 
weird. It's time for Chelsea to figure out what's really important - and just maybe take a leap into the 
unknown . . .  
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The Cat at the Wall 
By Deborah Ellis 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760112448 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The Cat at the Wall is the story of Clare, before and after the accident. 
 

The story moves between her life as a Year 8 American girl dealing with a strict English teacher who 
wants her to do her best. Her teacher’s punishment for her students not behaving is to have them 
write out Desiderata. 
 

This punishment increases by one repetition each day, to the point where Clare has to write it out 
80 times in a now, by far the worst in the class.  This hasn’t decreased much when she is hit by a 
truck, and her next life begins. 
 
The other half of Clare’s story is her life as a cat, living at the wall which divides Palestine and Israel. 
She is involved in a siege in a house where two Israeli soldiers invade to do reconnaissance not 
knowing that a young boy is inside. When he is discovered he recites Desiderata, something he was 
taught at school.  Will he and the soldiers come out alive? What can Clare the cat do to help? 
 

This is a marvellous way to look at conflict and how it is addressed and explores some of the many 
affects of conflict.  It makes you wonder isn’t there something we can do to avoid disharmony?  
 

It is a particularly easy read with a simple but important message that should be read by every child 
11-15. A great story. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 
 
 

 

Blurb: 

On Israel's West Bank, a cat sneaks into a small Palestinian house that has just been commandeered by two 
Israeli soldiers. The house seems empty, until the cat realises that a little boy is hiding beneath the floor-
boards. Should she help him? After all, she's just a cat. Or is she? It turns out that this particular cat is not used 
to thinking about anyone but herself. She was once a regular North American girl who only had to deal with 
normal middle-school problems - staying under the teachers' radar, bullying her sister and the uncool kids, 
outsmarting her clueless parents. But that was before she died and came back to life as a cat, in a place with a 
whole different set of rules for survival. When the little boy is discovered, the soldiers don't know what to do 
with him. Where are the child's parents? Why has he been left alone in the house? It is not long before his 
teacher and classmates come looking for him, and the house is suddenly surrounded by Palestinian villagers 
throwing rocks, and the sound of Israeli tanks approaching. Not my business, thinks the cat. Then she sees a 
photograph, and suddenly understands what happened to the boy's parents, and why they have not returned. 
As the soldiers begin to panic, disaster seems certain, and she knows that it is up to her to defuse the           
situation. But what can a cat do? What can any one creature do? 
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The Burning Elephant 
By Christopher Raja 
Publisher: Giramondo Publishing 
ISBN 9781922146922 
$19.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is the first book that I have read on the migration of Indian people to Australia, and the central theme 
revolves around the reasons why people might want to leave their homeland to migrate elsewhere. 
 

The reader sees India through the eyes of Govinda, a young boy and son of the local school headmaster, in 
the time leading up to the assassination of Indira Ghandi. 
 
We see up close the threat to his family’s wellbeing and their privileged lifestyle that the social upheaval         
occurring around them brings. 
 
I was captivated by Govinda’s story and his personal journey against such a compelling backdrop.   
 
The author, Christopher Raja, migrated to Australia from Kolkata in 1986 and currently works in Alice 
Springs.  The Burning Elephant is his first novel and I applaud him for such an enthralling debut. 
 
This is an accessible read, that will suit all secondary school students. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

The Burning Elephant is set in Kolkata before and after the assassination of Indira Gandhi, which led to     
widespread violence against India’s Sikh population. The novel is told from the point of view of a young boy 
Govinda, whose father is the headmaster of a local school. It begins with the intrusion into the schoolyard of 
an elephant that has escaped from its owner, and is seen as such a danger that he is immediately shot, then 
burnt by the police. This outbreak of violence in the idyllic world of childhood sets the tone for the novel as a 
whole, which gives the innocent yet knowing perspectives of Govinda in his engagement with the crowded 
and complex life of Serpent Lane outside the school, his awareness of the breakdown of the relationship   
between his parents, his sense that his own privileged life is under threat. The way the tensions in his family 
are rendered against the backdrop of the larger social tensions in India, while at the same time maintaining 
Govinda’s child-like point of view, is particularly compelling. It is the outbreak of violence after Indira Gandhi’s 
death which finally causes Govinda’s father to migrate to Australia and it is the implicit lesson of this novel, 
never spelt out, but felt throughout, that such horror is often a central fact of migration to this country. 
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The Rest of Us Just Live Here 
By Patrick Ness 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406331165 
$24.95 

Lamont Review: 
  
I have read and loved all of Patrick Ness’ books and was excited to receive my preview copy of The Rest of 
Us Just Live Here.  I was promised that it was very different to his previous work and it sure was. 
 
The story is strange (which isn’t new for Patrick Ness).  What is different about this story is that Mikey just 
wants to be normal.  He just wants to get through high school and be ordinary. 
 
That can be hard though—he has some OCD tendencies to deal with, as well as an alcoholic father, a     
senator mother, an older sister recovering from anorexia and a younger one that’s a genius.  Normal 
might not be so easy on the family front! 
 
To make matters worse, his best friend Jared’s touch can heal and the feline world worship him as their 
God.  The next apocalypse is occurring in their town and many indie kids are dying (most of them called 
Finn) as a result of other-worldly bolts of blue light. 
 
Has Mikey got any chance of an ordinary life? 
 
The relationships in this book, particularly between Mikey and his siblings, were a highlight.  The core mes-
sage is that what is important in life is who you are on the inside - you don’t have to be on a quest to save 
the world! 
 
A great read that will best suit 14+ readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Award-winning writer Patrick Ness's bold and irreverent novel powerfully asks what if you weren't 
the Chosen One? The one who's supposed to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or what-
ever this new thing is, with the blue lights and the death? What if you were like Mikey? Who just 
wants to graduate and go to prom and maybe finally work up the courage to ask Henna out before 
someone goes and blows up the high school. Again. Because sometimes there are problems bigger 
than this week's end of the world and sometimes you just have to find the extraordinary in your 
ordinary life. Even if your best friend might just be the God of mountain lions... An exceptional   
novel from the author praised by John Green as "an insanely beautiful writer". 
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The Lost and The Found 
By Cat Clarke 
Publisher: Quercus/Hachette 
ISBN 9781848663954 
$16.99 

Blurb: 

LOST. When six-year-old Laurel Logan was abducted, the only witness was her younger sister. Faith's        
childhood was dominated by Laurel's disappearance - from her parents' broken marriage and the constant 
media attention to dealing with so-called friends who only ever wanted to talk about her sister.  

FOUND. Thirteen years later, a young woman is found in the garden of the Logan’s old house, disorientated 
and clutching the teddy bear Laurel was last seen with. Laurel is home at last, safe and sound. Faith always 
dreamed of getting her sister back, without ever truly believing it would happen. But a disturbing series of 
events leaves Faith increasingly isolated and paranoid, and before long she begins to wonder if everything 
that's lost can be found again... 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Faith Logan’s life is changed forever the day her 6 year old sister was abducted from their front garden. 
 
As her family continue to search for Laurel, they slowly put their lives back together. 
 
When Laurel turns up 13 years later the sisters must start again.  But how can you make a family when 
you don’t even know your own sister?  Then a series of unusual occurrences lead Faith to wonder what 
secrets Laurel is still hiding.  Will they ever truly trust one another? 
 
This is a highly entertaining and moving thriller.  The characters are very real and the relationships  
between the family keep the reader fascinated.  You keep thinking about this book long after you put it 
down. 
 
Will be best enjoyed by girls in Year 9 and above. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 



Everything, Everything 
By Nicola Yoon 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780552574235 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Seventeen year old Maddy is a girl who lives in a bubble. She can’t leave her house as her extreme   
allergies would kill her. 
 
Maddy can live with this, at least until Ollie moves in next door.  They wave, write signs and then start 
emailing each other. 
 
Suddenly, Maddy wants more. Her carer, Carla, arranges visits without her protective doctor mother 
knowing.  But when they touch, it’s electrifying. 
 
Will Maddy risk losing everything to spend real time with Olly? Would Olly even let her if he fully     
understood the risks? 
 
A contemporary teenage love story with all the right ingredients—love, loss, risk and acceptance.  A 
fantastic twist near the end makes this book ever better. 
 
I loved it and I’m sure those 15+ will find it enthralling.  Maddy and Olly are so real and face so much in 
their lives that you really just want things to work out for them! 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Madeline Whittier is allergic to the outside world. So allergic, in fact, that she has never left the house 
in all of her seventeen years. But when Olly moves in next door, and wants to talk to Maddie, tiny 
holes start to appear in the protective bubble her mother has built around her. Olly writes his IM   
address on a piece of paper, shows it at her window, and suddenly, a door opens. But does Maddie 
dare to step outside her comfort zone? Everything, Everything is about the thrill and heartbreak that 
happens when we break out of our shell to do crazy, sometimes death-defying things for love. 
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The Truth About Peacock Blue 
By Roseanne Hawke 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781743319949 
$15.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Aster is a 13 year old Christian girl living in Pakistan. Her older brother has a place at the government 
high school but when he dies, her parents decide to send her to school in his place.  Unfortunately, 
Aster faces many challenges as a Christian in a Muslim school. 
 
When Aster makes a spelling mistake, her teacher accuses her of blasphemy and insulting the prophet 
and Aster is arrested and sent to jail. 
 
Aster’s happy childhood is gone forever, but she never gives up hope. 
 
With a young social justice lawyer and her cousin creating an online campaign to free her, the long 
process to a trial begins. 
 
A story that will move you to tears, as Astor is placed in an adult prison for making a simple mistake.  It 
will make you appreciate your own freedom and question the rights of children in other countries. 
 
A perfect novel for class discussion of freedom of speech and human rights, suitable for those in Year 7 
and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 
 

Everything changes for Aster the night her brother dies. Suddenly she's the only hope of the family, 
and instead of an early marriage to a boy from her small village in Pakistan, her parents decide to send 
her to the government high school in her brother's place. Aster is excited about this unexpected      
opportunity for a career, but, as a Christian, she is unprepared for the difficulties of attending a Muslim 
school: her fellow students are far from welcoming and one of her teachers takes an instant dislike to 
her. One day, she is accused of intentionally making a spelling mistake to insult the holy prophet. Her 
teacher is incensed and accuses her of blasphemy. A violent crowd forms outside the school and Aster 
is taken to jail to be tried at a later date. A young social justice lawyer takes up her case, and Aster's 
Australian cousin, Maryam, starts an online campaign to free Aster. But will it be enough to save her? 
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Goodbye Stranger 
By Rebecca Stead 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781925240320  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
 

Goodbye Stranger takes a look at life in Year 7 through the eyes of our main character Bridge (Bridget), 
and her relationships with her best friends, Em and Tab, and her growing friendship with Sherm. 
 
Bridge suffered a horrific accident when she was a child, riding a skateboard into the path of an        
oncoming car.  This backstory and its long term impact on many of the characters runs through the 
story. 
 
Dealing with family issues including divorce in a positive manner, the book also tackles friendship and 
how the fairly naïve outlook of the characters can have consequences. 
 
One of the main issues that the novels focuses on is ‘sexting’.  The novel takes this to the point of 
swimsuit or underwear (bearing in mind the characters are in Year 7) but still shows the serious       
ramifications such behaviour can have.   
 
All in all, I thought it was well written, interesting and certainly age appropriate for 12—15 year olds. 
 
I enjoy Rebecca Stead’s writing and this book was no exception - easy to read and tackling modern 
coming of age issues in a relatable way.  Although I enjoyed this book, I appreciate that some may find 
it a little simplistic or overly preachy. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Back in grade five, Bridge, Tabitha and Emily made a pact. Never to fight, ever. Now, two years later, 
they're still best friends, but other things are changing. Bridge meets Sherm, and is soon excited and 
confused by her new, strange feelings. And when Emily starts texting pictures of herself to Patrick, 
Bridge and Tab find themselves complicit in a naïve plan that quickly spirals out of control. And while 
the three friends navigate the challenges of their changing friendship, another story - of betrayal and 
remorse - keeps you guessing until the very end. Goodbye Stranger is a tender and intricate story 
about friendships, and love, and the pain of sometimes making the wrong choices. 
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