
Inbetween Days 
By Vikki Wakefield 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781922182364 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
I didn’t find this book quite as incredible as Vikki’s first two books, she sure knows how to get inside the 
head of teenagers and strikke the core of what are the important questions to many. 
 
Seventeen year old Jacklin (Jack) Bates lives in a dying small country town, renting with her older sister, 
Trudy, who has recently returned after a three year absence. 
 
Jack is working in the local general store, but loses her job due to a lack of customers. Her parents live   
nearby, but she hardly speaks to them and they in turn hardly speak to each other. 
 
She has far too much hope for her make-out interest Luke, and maybe not enough for Jeremiah, who wants  
to give her his heart. 
 
It’s the relationship between these characters that makes this story so readable, as well as the character 
development of the gritty Jack, who you just want to find her place in the world. 
 
The concepts are best suited to a  15+ readers. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb: 

At seventeen, Jacklin Bates is all grown up. She’s dropped out of school. She’s living with her       
runaway sister, Trudy, and she’s in secret, obsessive love with Luke, who doesn’t love her back. 
She’s stuck in Mobius—a dying town with the macabre suicide forest its only attraction—stuck 
working in the roadhouse and babysitting her boss’s demented father. 
 

A stranger sets up camp in the forest and the boy next door returns; Jack’s father moves into the 
shed and her mother steps up her campaign to punish Jack for leaving, too. Trudy’s brilliant façade 
is cracking and Jack’s only friend, Astrid, has done something unforgivable. Jack is losing everything, 
including her mind. As she struggles to hold onto the life she thought she wanted, Jack learns that 
growing up is complicated—and love might be the biggest mystery of all. 
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Newt’s Emerald 
By Garth Nix 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760112653 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in the Regency period in London, we follow the exploits of the young Lady Truthful Newington, aka 
Newt, after her family heirloom the Newington Emerald is stolen. 
 
She is to make her debut into society but surely this is hindered by the need to disguise herself as a 
man to hunt for her stolen gem. 
 
She has a love/hate relationship with Major Harnett who is assisting with her search, and the magic 
and sorcery surrounding the powerful emerald develops enough story to keep it moving. 
 
Whilst not my favourite genre, Garth Nix’s story is in the vein of Georgiette Heyer’s Regency Romance 
novels and many girls find this genre particularly enthralling. For those who are fans of this genre, I’m 
sure you will delight in this novel. 
 
With themes of fantasy, adventure and romance, it is best suited to girls 13+. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

 

Blurb: 
 

After the Newington Emerald is stolen at the height of a conjured storm, eighteen-year-old Lady 
Truthful Newington goes to London to search for the magical heirloom of her house. But as no       
well-bred young lady can hunt the metropolis for a stolen jewel, she has to disguise herself as a man, 
and is soon caught up in a dangerous adventure where she must risk her life, her reputation and her 
heart. Balancing twin roles as a young lady coming out in her first season and as an intrepid young 
man up against an evil sorceress isn't easy, but Truthful has to manage it. Her father's life and even 
the fate of England may depend upon her recovering the Newington Emerald! 
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Atmospheric: The Burning Story of Climate Change 
By Carole Wilkinson 
Publisher: Black Dog Books 
ISBN 9781925126372 
$18.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

We don’t usually have a book that is predominantly non-fiction in our selection, however 
Atmospheric by Carole Wilkinson is an engaging look at climate change and is a story that 
affects all of us. 
 
It is the latest instalment in the award-winning teenage non-fiction series, The Drum, which     
combines first-person storytelling with facts to bring the chosen topic, in this case climate 
change, to life. 
 
Told in her usual straight forward, no-nonsense style, this is a book that takes the reader 
step by step through the science of climate change.  The first-person stories really bring the 
science to life and make this engaging and accessible. 
 
A perfect read for junior to middle secondary students. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

This burning story of climate change is a new book in the award-winning non-fiction series 
for teens, The Drum. 
 

Talking about the weather used to be small talk, now it's the hottest topic on Earth. We 
can't survive without Earth's atmosphere, yet most of the time we ignore it. We treat our 
atmosphere as a rubbish dump for our greenhouse gas emissions. Slowly but surely, what 
we are doing is changing Earth's climate. Atmospheric cuts through the many voices raised 
around climate change to tell the story of our atmosphere, what is putting our climate at 
risk and what we can do about it. This could be the most important book you read in your 
life. 
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Zeroes 
By Scott Westerfeld, Margo Lanagan & Deborah Biancotti 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781925266955 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
A tale of six extraordinary teenagers, robbery and a stolen bag of money. 
 
These are no ordinary teenagers  -  they all have superpowers. Superpowers that they can’t always control 
properly. What could possibly go wrong? 
 
Written by three wonderful authors Scott Westerfeld, Margo Lanagan and Deborah Biancotti, the Zeroes 
are real people with real lives and extraordinary powers and problems.  
 
Together they have a much better chance of helping each other. 
 
Enthralling and action packed, this is a perfect read for those in Year 9 and up. I hope the next book is not 
too far away! 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

Don't call them heroes. But these six Californian teens have powers that set them apart. Ethan aka 
Scam has a voice inside him that'll say whatever people want to hear, whether it's true or not. 
Which is handy, except when it isn't - like when the voice starts gabbing in the middle of a bank  
robbery. The only people who can help are the other Zeroes, who aren't exactly best friends these 
days. Enter Nate, aka Bellwether, the group's 'glorious leader.' After Scam's SOS, he pulls the 
scattered Zeroes back together. But when the rescue blows up in their faces, the Zeroes find    
themselves propelled into whirlwind encounters with ever more dangerous criminals. At the heart 
of the chaos they find Kelsie, who can take a crowd in the palm of her hand and tame it or let it 
loose as she pleases. Filled with high-stakes action and drama, Zeroes unites three powerhouse  
authors for the opening instalment of a thrilling new series. 
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Anything That Isn’t This 
By Chris Priestly 
Publisher: Hot Key Books 
ISBN 9781471404641 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
Imagine a life where the authorities run everything, even the way you think, the books you can (or mostly 
can’t) read and even the job you should do. 
 
This is the life of seventeen year old Frank Palp, whose awful high school days are nearing completion and 
who dreams of being a writer. Unfortunately it looks like a good job in ‘the ministry’ might be his path, 
after all that is where his war hero father and older sister work  -  really it’s where most people work. 
 
Frank has an obsessive love for a girl from school, Olivia, and when he finally receives her love in return 
and a promotion at ‘the ministry’ to work for Mr Vertex uncovering subversive people, his life should be 
perfect. 
 
Unfortunately, he uncovers many disturbing truths and realises that real action needs to take place for 
change to occur. He also discovers many things were actually right under his nose. 
 
This is a thrilling anti-establishment novel that will suit readers 14+. 
  
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Seventeen-year-old Frank Palp lives in a grim little apartment, in a grim little building, in an         
exceedingly grim (and rather large) city. Cobbled streets and near-destroyed bridges and              
war-damaged houses stand alongside post-war, characterless, concrete hutches. Frank generally 
hates his life and the idiots he's surrounded by... and yet he is in love. A love so pure and sparkling 
and colourful, Frank feels sure it is 'meant to be.' He believes his love is a reward for all the terrible 
grey that he is surrounded by - which would be great, if only the girl in question knew he existed. 
And then one day he finds a message, in a bottle. A wish, for 'anything that isn't this.' He believes 
the girl who wrote this is surely his soul mate—and now he just needs to find her.  
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The Boy At the Top of the Mountain 
By John Boyne 
Publisher: Corgi Children’s/Random UK 
ISBN 9780552573542 
$19.99 

Blurb: 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his Aunt    
Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German mountains. But this is no       
ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is no ordinary 
house, for this is the Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. 

Quickly, Pierrot is taken under Hitler’s wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous new 
world: a world of terror, secrets and betrayal, from which he may never be able to escape. 
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Lamont Review: 
 

This is another unforgettable Second World War novel by John Boyne, of The Boy in the Striped       Py-
jamas fame. 
 
It follows the story of a seven year old French boy, Pierrot. His alcoholic German father, after being 
badly affected by the First World War, dies under a train. His mother dies soon after of pneumonia. 
Left an orphan, he is sent to an orphanage run by two unmarried sisters.  
 
His life in the orphanage is bearable, but this all turns when his Aunt Beatrix contacts the orphanage to 
request he be sent to her in Austria. She just happens to be Adolf Hitler’s housekeeper at The Berghof, 
his holiday house in the mountains. 
 
Pierrot grows up in this environment, under the tutorage of Adolf Hitler himself. We can only imagine 
what this could do to a young boy, but I will not give away anymore   -   you need to read it for       
yourself! 
 
This is a fabulous and enthralling look into an important period in world history.  John Boyne writes so 
that we feel empathy to his characters and I found this book totally engrossing. 
 
There is really nothing contained that would not allow senior primary students to read it, although it is 
pitched at a slightly older audience and best appreciated by lower or middle secondary students. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 



Sing A Rebel Song 
By Pamela Rushby 
Publisher: Omnibus/Scholastic 
ISBN 9781742991344 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Pamela Rushby has combined both fact and fiction in this story set during the Shearers Strike of 1891. 
 

Times are tough and the workers are starting to fight for their rights against the wealthy land owners. 
They decide they must stand up for what they believe is only fair and just.  
 

Maggie McAllister is a wonderful, spirited young girl who finds herself in the middle of the fight        
between the Union, which her father is a major part of, and her friends the Avery’s, the pastoralist 
family her Dad usually shears for.  
   

In an era when a woman’s place was in the home, Maggie is ahead of her time, and dreams of          
becoming a journalist. Maggie and her mother find themselves the link that allows the Union to get 
their message across, by writing and putting up notices around the town for all the striking shearers to 
see.  
 

Her friendships with Clara Avery and her older brother James are ones that Maggie cherishes, but they 
are becoming increasingly difficult to maintain with the tensions over the strike. There is a common 
respect for each other’s views, but can their friendship survive the chaos? 
 
Aimed at senior primary to junior secondary students, girls in particular will love Maggie and her      
determination. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

It's 1891. Maggie McAllister and her family are caught up in one of the most dramatic events in      
Australia's history: the Shearers Strike. The trouble that erupts between the Shearers Union, the    
pastoralists and the government has never been seen before on the quiet streets of Barcaldine.    
Maggie plays her part in the Unions struggle in no small way herself, through her writing. Her friends, 
a local pastoralist family, do not see things the same way, and for Maggie, singing a rebel song may 
yet have heartbreaking consequences. 
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The River and the Book 
By Alison Croggon and Katie Harnett 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925081725 
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

The River and the Book are the core foundations on which Sim’s tiny village have built their society: 
the life-giving River provides their crops with water, and the Book offers advice and solace.  
 

But when the River begins to die and the Book is stolen Sim must make a journey to try and save her 
village.  
 

Alison Croggan is an Australian writer and poet and her lyric style is shown to beautiful effect in The 
River and the Book. The novel is written in the first person, and though Sim – even from the first       
paragraph – protests that she is no storyteller her sparse prose perfectly illustrates her journey from 
the tiny undeveloped village that she grew up in to the life that she makes in the concrete environs of 
a city. 
 

At the heart of novel is the uncomfortable balance between the traditional ways of life and progress; 
the way that corporate development can lead to the destruction of small communities and cultures; 
and the understanding that there is no black and white – only shades of grey. 
 

The River and the Book is an ideal book to stimulate discussions about human rights, modernity vs   
tradition, and the way that developed societies view and treat older indigenous cultures. 
 

Best suited to younger secondary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 

Blurb: 
 

Combining magical realism and fable, this lyrical tale is the story of a landscape and community        
destroyed by Western greediness. 
 

In our village we had two treasures: the River, which was our road and our god; and the Book, which 
was our history, our oracle and our soul. Simbala is a Keeper of the Book, the latest in a long line of 
women who can read the Book to find answers to the villagers' questions. As developers begin to     
poison the river on which the villagers rely, the Book predicts change. But this does not come in the 
form that they expect; it is the sympathetic Westerner who comes to the village who inflicts the    
greatest damage of all. 
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