
Lamont Review: 
 

Iris is a sensible and pragmatic twelve year old. Sensible and pragmatic enough to know that 
when her avaricious parents want to send her to the other side of the world to stay with her 
ageing Great Aunt Ursula, she’s there to spy and report back (and ideally to work her way to 
the top of Great Aunt Ursula’s will). 
 

But all is not as it seems in the grand estate of Bosque de Nubes. The forest from which the 
Spanish estate received its name is mysterious and shadowy, and the house itself is full of 
dangerous secrets. Soon Iris discovers that Aunt Ursula’s world is one of magic and               
imagination, but it’s being threatened by outside developers. How can Iris save a place she’s 
come to love, when she’s there with an ulterior motive of her own? 
 

Iris and the Tiger is a layered novel that will appeal to a broad range of readers. It’s a            
fast-paced adventure, a mystery story and a fairytale rolled up in one. Iris herself is a really 
likeable and authentic character, and Leanne Hall’s writing-style is highly visual. 
 

The world that Iris finds herself in has been highly influenced by the Surrealism movement, 
with works by Salvador Dali, Frida Kahlo and Louise Bourgeois referenced directly. It will open 
up discussions about art, identity and culture, and how important it is to preserve these things 
in the face of commercial development and modernisation. 
 

Leanne Hall is the Melbourne-based author of This is Shyness and Queen of the Night. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 

Blurb: 
 

Twelve-year-old Iris has been sent to Spain on a mission: to make sure her elderly and unusual aunt,    
Ursula, leaves her fortune - and her sprawling estate - to Iris's scheming parents. But from the moment 
Iris arrives at Bosque de Nubes, she realises something isn't quite right. There is an odd feeling around 
the house, where time moves slowly and Iris's eyes play tricks on her. While outside, in the wild and    
untamed forest, a mysterious animal moves through the shadows. Just what is Aunt Ursula hiding? But 
when Iris discovers a painting named Iris and the Tiger, she sets out to uncover the animal's real          
identity - putting her life in terrible danger.  
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Blurb: 
 

What is the sailor's secret about the treasure of Australia's colony? The second book in a 
series that explores little-known history about Australia's fascinating past. Barney Bean is 
keen to make his fortune and he hears a secret; a sailor's secret about the treasure of the 
colony. But how can chasing whales make you rich? Is adventure at sea worth leaving     
everything he loves? Written by award-winning author Jackie French and superbly           
illustrated by Mark Wilson, this second book in The Secret Histories series explores how the 
early colony survived with the wealth from whaling, a little-known secret from Australia's 
past.  

Lamont Review: 
 

There aren’t many opportunities for an orphaned convict boy in Sydney Cove in 1791. Certainly 
none that will give Barney Bean the kind of future he hopes for: some land to grow fruit and        
vegetables, and a home for himself and his friend Elsie. 
 

When Captain Melvill of the ship Britannia offers Barney the chance to make his fortune as a cabin 
boy aboard the whaler he leaps at the chance, but once they’re out to sea Barney soon discovers 
that whaling isn’t the grand adventure that he expected.  
 

Barney and the Secret of the Whales is a thought-provoking historical novel that sheds light on the 
hidden truth about the early days of the Australian colony: our survival and prosperity were built 
on the whaling trade. 
 

The descriptions of the whale hunt and the process of rendering down the animal are fascinating, if 
brutal. Impeccably researched, and even-handed, the novel will inspire discussion about animal 
rights, commercial whaling and how attitudes have changed towards conservation in the modern 
era. 
 

Jackie French is one of Australia's most respected authors, and has written over 140 books.  
 

Reviewed by Lian 
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Blurb: 
 

Marcus is a maths whiz who is not good at sport. His dad is a self-help author who thinks Marcus 
can achieve anything he sets his mind to with hilarious results. In illustrated diary format, Marcus's 
gentle, satiric humour and comic drawings will have readers laughing out loud while learning a   
surprising amount about sport. 

Lamont Review: 
 
Poor Marcus! His self-help author Dad is determined for him to play sport. The only trouble 
is Marcus doesn’t like sport! 
 
He likes maths, cooking, playing computer games, watching TV and playing with his baby  
sister Harriet. But not sport. 
 
When his Dad decides that tennis is his new game to try, Marcus does his best. The coach is 
encouraging and his Dad thinks he is doing well. However, Marcus knows otherwise. 
 
Can he find a way to make his Dad happy? Maybe Marcus will learn something about himself 
along the way... 
 
The illustrated format of this book makes it perfect for reluctant readers. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Sam, Dawson & Emma are on a road trip through outback Australia with their Dad. Mum is   
going to join them at Uluru.  
 

They stop and spend the day at Farina, a ghost town which they explore. But as they play 
chasey in the ruins, their Dad falls and breaks his leg. It is up to the kids to get help, in the    
middle of nowhere! 
 

Luckily they find Gwen and Burt driving on the main road and they call the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. 
 

But not everything goes to plan and Sam and Dawson have to step up and help save Dad... 
 

Children will love this new series from George Ivanoff that shows the fantastic work of the    
Royal Flying Doctor Service and the amazing doctors, nurses and pilots who look after our out-
back community. 
 

A wonderful adventure story that is perfect for those in Year 4 & up. 
 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 
 

A high-octane adventure series for children written in partnership with the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
 
Sam, Dawson and Emma are on a road trip with their dad and are taking the long and dusty Oodnadatta 
Track heading all the way to Uluru. They stop to camp at the edge of a ghost town called Farina. The 
deserted settlement is full of crumbling buildings and is the perfect place to play a spooky game of tip. 
But as the kids are running through the ruins, their dad follows and loses his footing. The floor beneath 
him gives way and he falls, seriously injuring his leg. It's up to the kids now to get help. The Royal Flying 
Doctor Service is called and the bush ambulance heads out to pick up the family and take them to the 

nearest airstrip. However, the situation is so bad that Sam and Dawson need to administer First Aid to 
their dad until the RFDS arrives. It's touch-and-go as the Royal Flying Doctor Service do everything they 
can to rescue their patient from the most remote of locations! 
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Lamont Review: 
 
This is a wonderful new series that emerging readers are going to love and many will relate 
to. 
 
Squishy is currently living with her Dad, her step-mum, her new baby half-brother and her 
‘very annoying’ twin sisters Vee & Jessie, while her Mum is living in Geneva. This blended  
family situation is difficult for all of them at times, but they find a way to make it work. 
 
When Squishy finds a young boy living in the basement of their apartment, she wants to keep 
him a secret, but her step-sisters soon find out. This whole situation brings them closer      
together as a family unit. They have promised him that they won’t tell anyone he’s there, but 
they know they need to. What are they going to do? 
 
This series is designed to fill the gap between picture books and chapter books and it is does 
this very well. I am sure young girls will be wanting to read the rest of the series as they are 
released! 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

An apartment full of questions on a street full of mysteries… 
 
Why does Squishy have to share everything with her new step-sisters? Why is her next-door 
neighbour the crankiest man in the world? Why are green jelly snakes the yummiest? Who's 
that hiding in the basement? 
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Lamont Review: 
 
Jinny has always wanted a guinea pig  -  a golden guinea pig with soft shiny fur and a pink 
nose. But when her mum finally relents and lets her get one, he is not what she expected!  
 
The guinea pig that she calls ‘Fuzzy’ soon advises Jinny that his name is ‘Cooper’ - and that’s 
just the start! 
 
Jinny soon discovers that Cooper is ‘real trouble’. Not only does Cooper talks, he is very   
demanding, he can turn invisible and he loves biscuits!  
 
But the real trouble starts when Cooper goes to school with Jinny and he is convinced that 
Miss Bunney, the old teacher with the kind eyes and silver hair, who everyone loves, is a 
witch! 
 
Jinny and her brother Tyrone attempt to prove him wrong, but could Cooper actually be 
right? 
 
A fun story that junior girls in particular will love. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

WARNING: This story contains magic, witches, talking animals (well, at least one), potato charms and a 
huge amount of fun! Cooper is not the beautiful, golden guinea pig of Jinny's dreams. He's trouble! Not 
only can he speak and read, he can disappear, hover in the air and teleport small distances. He's obsessed 
with junk food and full of tall tales, but worse still, Cooper is convinced that Jinny's kindly, elderly teacher, 
Miss Bunney is a witch. Come on, Cooper, really? 
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