
The Sidekicks 
By Will Kostakis 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780143309031 
$19.99  

Lamont Review: 
 

This book takes a look at teenage life and how peoples lives revolve around each other. In this instance, the 
popular Isaac tragically dies on a drug fuelled boating accident, leaving behind his three best mates, the 
Swimmer, the Rebel and the Nerd. 
 
It is soon evident that these three were never real friends and just revolved around their friend Isaac. 
 
They are each given a section of the book that shows us their side of events both leading up to and after 
the tragedy. They have to learn to fill the space he has left in their lives and it was enthralling to watch 
them do this. 
 
Will Kostakis first book, The First Third, won awards and was loved by us at Lamont and The Sidekicks is 
similar. It makes you look at life, relationships and finding yourself in a whole new light. 
 
It is predominately an uplifting book, although it doesn't always seem this way. It will be used in class     
discussions and reading groups, particularly with mid-secondary students.  
 
A really good read that I highly recommend. 
 
Reviewed by Rob. 
 

Blurb: 

The Swimmer. The Rebel. The Nerd. All Ryan, Harley and Miles had in common was Isaac. They 
lived different lives, had different interests and kept different secrets. But they shared the same 
best friend. They were sidekicks. And now that Isaac's gone, what does that make them? Will 
Kostakis, award-winning author of The First Third, perfectly depicts the pain and pleasure of this 
teenage world, piecing together three points of view with intricate splendour.  
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Front Lines 
By Michael Grant 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781405283410 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
  
Michael Grant has taken three girls from vastly different backgrounds and placed them in roles 
that could see them on the front line of battle during World War II. 
 
Rio Richlin, from a small country town, volunteers to avenge the death of her sister when her naval 
boat was sunk. Frangie Marr is a poor black girl whose family need money and Rainy Schulterman, 
with her Jewish background just wants to kill Germans. 
 
They are each proven to have a keen ability. Rio as a marksman, Frangie as a medic and Rainy in 
intelligence. 
 
After intensive training, they are sent with their units to Tunisia in Northern Africa where they 
would individually play vital roles in a battle that would ultimately help halt the German tanks. 
 
This is a really good read that uses language and discriminating ideologies that we would not     
tolerate today, but that show a world as it should be shown on its day. 
 
The characters are great, the story wholly believable and action packed. It would be a fantastic 
read for all 14+ readers. 
 
Reviewed by Rob. 

Blurb: 

Fan-favourite Michael Grant is back. The best-selling author of both the Gone and the BZRK series 
returns to the page, bringing a very different take to one of history’s darkest times .BOOK 1 OF THE 
SOLDIER GIRL SERIES  -  IT’S 1942. THE FATE OF THE WORLD RESTS ON A KNIFE’S EDGE. AND THE 
SOLDIERS WHO CAN TIP THE BALANCE . . . ARE GIRLS. Set in an alternate World War II where young 
women are called up to fight alongside men, this is the story of Rio Richlin and her sisters-in-arms 
as they go into battle against Hitler’s forces. But not everyone believes that the girls should be on 
the front lines of war. Now Rio and her friends must fight not only to survive, but to prove their 
courage and ingenuity to a sceptical world. 
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Waer 
By Meg Caddy 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781922182210 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Lowell Sencha and his family live a quiet, sheltered life in their village. He and has his family are Waer’s  
-  humans who can shift into a wolf. 
 

When Lowell finds a strange girl lying almost dead in the river, he and his family nurse her back to 
health. Little do they realise that she is being hunted by the blood-purist Daeman Leldh, an               
unbelievably cruel and evil man who will stop at nothing to destroy the Waer. 
 

This is at times a violent and cruel fantasy novel but it has some wonderful characters as all good vs 
evil stories do and is a really great read. Meg Caddy has developed an amazing fantasy world and I’m 
sure we will see many more great novels from her. 
 

Perfect for boys and girls Year 9 and up who love fantasy. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher notes are available for this title at www.textpublishing.com.au 
 

Blurb: 
 

As night fell, something stirred the darkness. Birds shrieked, rising into the air as the peace cracked 
and fell apart. Flashes of crimson uniform cut the smothering black of the woods. The smell of smoke 
lifted through the boughs and choked the leaves. A drum beat out a steady pulse as soldiers tore over 
the dead leaf matter, hacking their way through the web of forest. The prisoner ran. When Lowell 
Sencha finds the strange girl lying as if dead on the riverbank, he is startled to find that she is like 
them: waer. Human, but able to assume the form of a wolf. The Sencha family's small community has 
kept itself sequestered and unnoticed, free from persecution. The arrival of a fellow traveller, and a 
hunted one at that, threatens their very survival. Sure enough, the soldiers of the blood-purist       
Daeman Leldh soon descend on the village searching for her, burning and slaughtering. Lowell and 
the mysterious stranger are among the few to escape. And now they must find their way to the city of 
Luthan where, she says, they will find people to help them bring down Daeman Leldh. If she can     
persuade them not to kill her.  
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The Yearbook Committee 
By Sarah Ayoub 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9780732296858 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
The Jock. The Newbie. The Queen Bee. The Outcast and The Square. High School runs on cliques and strict 
social structures; a place for everyone, and everyone in their place. Under the surface though things aren’t 
nearly as clear cut.  
 
Golden boy Josh is nursing a deep anxiety after an injury has forced him to reassess his future after           
graduation; popular Tammi is chafing under the passive aggressive bullying of her so-called ‘best friend’    
Lauren; Matty has always existed on the periphery at school, but he's barely managing at home where he has 
to single-handedly keep things together for the whole family; Gillian’s life seems charmed, but being a     
prominent politician’s daughter has its own challenges; and Charlie is just making time, waiting for the       
moment when she can finally leave High School (and everyone in it) and return to her old life in Melbourne. 
 
When these five diverse teenagers are forced into signing up for the yearbook committee together everything 
they thought they knew about the others is challenged. 
 
The Yearbook Committee is a modern-day Breakfast Club, playing out over the course of a year as five diverse 
teenagers who have been forced into working with each other learn to overcome their differences and see 
beyond the stereotypes.  
 
Addressing such issues as cyber bullying, peer pressure, class issues, metal health and body shaming, The 
Yearbook Committee deals with some of the biggest challenges facing teenagers today in an accessible and 
readable story. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 

 

Blurb: 

Five teenagers. Five lives. One final year. The school captain: Ryan has it all ... or at least he did, until an      
accident snatched his dreams away. How will he rebuild his life and what does the future hold for him now? 
The newcomer: Charlie's just moved interstate and she's determined not to fit in. She's just biding her time 
until Year 12 is over and she can head back to her real life and her real friends ... The loner: At school, nobody 
really notices Matty. But at home, Matty is everything. He's been single-handedly holding things together 
since his mum's breakdown, and he's never felt so alone. The popular girl: Well, the popular girl's best 
friend ... cool by association. Tammi's always bowed to peer pressure, but when the expectations become too 
much to handle, will she finally stand up for herself? The politician's daughter: Gillian's dad is one of the most 
recognisable people in the state and she's learning the hard way that life in the spotlight comes at a very 
heavy price. Five unlikely teammates thrust together against their will. Can they find a way to make their final 
year a memorable one or will their differences tear their world apart?  
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The Way We Roll 
By Scot Gardner 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760290399 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Ever since Lamont did the book sales for Scot’s first book, One Dead Seagull, we have maintained a strong 
association with Scot and his work. 
 
Through his many awards his writing continues to evolve and improve and The Way We Roll is no           
exception.  
 
It looks at the hard life of sixteen year old Will Rushton, who lives rough and pushes supermarket trolleys 
for a living, while wearing an original Rolex. He teams up with Julian at work and together they form a 
strong bond and face many of life’s challenges.  
 
But Will is surely running from something and must find the strength to confront his past to truly move on 
with life. 
 
This is an edgy read with the harsh realities of life in the street exposed. Issues of drug use, sex and vio-
lence are depicted, making this a read best suited to a mature 15+ reader. 
 
It is also a terrific well designed novel that will not disappoint any of Scot’s loyal readership.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

Will went to private school, and Julian went to juvie. Will is running from a family secret, and Julian 
is running from the goat next door. The boys meet pushing trolleys, and they find a common enemy 
in the Westie hoons who terrorise the carpark...After a few close calls, Will has to nut up and       
confront his past. But on the way, he learns a few things about what it means to be a friend - and 
what it means to be family...The Way We Roll is a rattling urban bromance made of plastic and 
stainless steel. Brace yourself... 
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One Thousand Hills 
By Noel Zihabamwe and James Roy 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781742990750 
$16.99 

Blurb: 

Agabande, Rwanda, April 1994. The children in the village are doing childlike things, playing with 
toys they make themselves, going to school and church on Sunday. Doing their chores. But there 
are whispers and looks, and messages of hate on the radio, and people are leaving. Pascal is a good 
boy, trying his best, but the world he knows is about to change forever. 
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Lamont Review: 
 
Seen through the innocent eyes of ten year old Pascal, we experience life in Rwanda in 1994 before 
the genocide that saw 800,000 Tutsi people killed by their rival countrymen the Hutu’s. 
 
This genocide occurs at the end of the novel with most of the book covering Pascal’s peaceful           
existence and also looks at his life 5 years later in short chapters, where he is talking to a counsellor 
about these earlier days. Snippets of change are shown to us but never in detail and never a ‘why 
did this happen’? 
 
It is based on the co-author Noel Zihabamwe’s real life experience and will open class discussions 
and research into this terrible atrocity. 
 
This is a wonderfully written, poignant story that needs to be told so that we might learn. 
 
Suitable and recommended for all secondary students. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 



Where the Shoreline Used to Be 
Edited by Susan La Marca & Pam MacIntyre 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780143573227 
$24.99 

March 2016 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Where the Shoreline Used to Be is a collection of outstanding short stories, illustrations, poems, essays, 
and memories from some of Australia’s best known writers. Contributors include Shaun Tan, Alice 
Pung, Leanne Hall and Tony Birch, alongside up-and-coming new writers like Indonesian author Andrea 
Hirata, Palestinian-Australian author Arwa Abousamra, and siblings Will & Lizzie Wagner.  
 

The stories in Where the Shoreline Used to Be are diverse and varied - Some are funny, some are 
poignant, a few are fantastical, absurd or surreal. They raise questions and promote discussion about a 
broad range of issues including indigenous issues, identity, culture, sexuality, religion, bullying and 
race. 
 

The stories are punchy and quick to read, but invite further consideration by readers; whether about 
the subjects and themes touched on in the narrative or the narrative style itself. 
 

Amie Kaufman’s family anecdote about the summer her father adopted a baby roo is laugh-out-loud 
funny, while Gayle Kennedy’s verse story about a Koori teen’s experience shopping for a birthday pre-
sent is poignant and thought provoking. Barry Jonsberg’s story about The Pale Man is creepy and at-
mospheric with a twist at the end, and Arwa Abousamra’s intensely personal story about her experi-
ence as an immigrant child is even-handed and sympathetic.  
 

Another great selection of works suited to all secondary students. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 

Blurb: 
 

A rich and unique collection of short fiction, poetry, illustration and song lyrics from Australia and 
beyond. An encounter with a strange boy on a beach, a dog in space, a world of butterflies, a  
talking whale, two girls who take on the world, and a thousand silver ghosts . . . Like the pull of 
the tide, these stories and poems will draw you in and encourage you to explore. Funny, dramatic 
and poignant by turns, and featuring both established writers and exciting new talent, Where the 
Shoreline Used to Be is a stunning collection that will challenge and excite your imagination.  


