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Lamont Review: 
 

Multi-award winning Australian author Claire Zorn just keeps on producing great books. This time 
we follow the journey of seventeen-year-old Sam after the sudden death of his Mum, in his arms, of 
a brain aneurysm on New Year’s Eve. 
 

Sam is left with no one and so he rings his Aunty Lorraine who he hasn’t seen since she moved 
north seven years ago. She reluctantly collects him and brings him to her small coastal house where 
he reunites with his cousins Minty and Shane. Shane hates him, but Minty was always his mate 
when they were young and their friendship reignites.  
 

This story is about coming to terms with sudden loss, grieving, growing up, falling in love and     
making something from the hand you are dealt. 
 

It is beautifully written, at times gritty and at times soft, but always believable and engrossing. 
 

This is a great read that I highly recommend for teenagers, probably best suited to those fourteen 
or older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Sam stared at the picture of the boy about to be tipped off the edge of the world: the crushing 
weight of water about to pummel him. Sam knew that moment exactly, the disbelief that what was 
about to happen could even be possible. The intake of breath before the flood. 
 

Sam has always had things going on in his head that no one else understands, even his mum. And 
now she's dead, it's worse than ever. 
 

With nothing but his skateboard and a few belongings in a garbage bag, Sam goes to live with the 
strangers his mum cut ties with seven years ago: Aunty Lorraine and his cousins Shane and Minty. 
Despite the suspicion and hostility emanating from their fibro shack, Sam reverts to his childhood 
habit of following Minty around and is soon surfing with Minty to cut through the static fuzz in his 
head. But as the days slowly meld into one another, and ghosts from the past reappear, Sam has to 
make the ultimate decision… will he sink or will he swim. 
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The Other Side of Summer 
By Emily Gale 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143780113 
$16.99 

June 2016 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Since the bomb at Waterloo Station killed her beautiful brother Floyd, the lives of Summer and her 
family have been falling apart. Her Mum is in hibernation, her sister Wren is worse than her usual 
awfulness and her Dad shows no emotion.   
 

But their world is further placed in turmoil when her Dad decides to take them back to his country, 
Australia. The move becomes even worse when the girls find out that their Mum won’t be going 
with them. 
 

Summer is finding it hard to connect in Australia, but when Floyd’s favourite guitar arrives from 
London, she plays it and gets a weird connection to the mysterious Gabe. 
 

How did the guitar survive the explosion? Is Gabe real and if so what is his connection to Floyd and 
his guitar? 
 

This is a brilliant story of grief, love, family and the connections that make us strong. 
 

It will be particularly loved by girl readers 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

Summer is trying to recover from a tragedy, but it seems impossible when her family is falling apart 
around her. Having an extraordinary best friend like Mal helps a little, but Summer's secret source 
of happiness is a link to the past: one very special guitar. Now her dad's plan to save them is     
turning Summer's life upside down again. The next thing she knows, they've moved to the other 
side of the world. In Australia, Summer makes an unlikely friend, who seems to be magically      
connected to her guitar. Is this for real? Has a mysterious boy been sent to help Summer? Or could 
it be the other way around?  



The Bubble Boy 
By Stewart Foster 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
ISBN 9781471145407 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Suffering from a severe hyper auto immune deficiency, eleven-year-old Joe has never lived anywhere 
but in his bubble world  -  a highly controlled room in a hospital. Joe’s one friend is Henry, who lives 
across the world in America in the same environment as Joe, and that chat online whilst dreaming of 
going outside. 
 
This is an extremely moving look at the life of a very sick young man, who faces his problems head on, 
just like the superhero that he dreams he is. 
 
Filled with sadness and a scary look at his mortality, Joe never gives up hope. With the help of his crazy 
new nurse Amir, who believes in aliens, will Joe be able to fulfil some of his dreams? 
 
This is a truly wonderful read in the ilk of The Fault in Our Stars and Wonder and will be loved by high 
school students of all ages. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Amir is mad. He’s crazy. But the hospital wouldn’t let a crazy person in. They must have interviewed 
him and checked his qualifications. But maybe he didn’t even meet them? Maybe he hasn’t even 
come from India. He might have arrived on an alien spaceship and snuck in here in the middle of 
the night.   
 
Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, with its beeping machines 
and view of London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed outside, not even for a        
moment, and his few visitors risk bringing life-threatening germs inside his 'bubble'. But then   
someone new enters his world and changes it for ever.  
 
THE BUBBLE BOY is the story of how Joe spends his days, copes with his loneliness and frustrations, 
and looks - with superhero-style bravery, curiosity and hope - to a future without limits. Expect  
superheroes, super nurses and a few tears from this truly unique story. 
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Three 
By Justin D’Ath 
Publisher: Ford Street Publishing 
ISBN 9781925272277 
$18.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
Justin D’Ath is back with this fantastic, easy to read, adventure novel. 
 
Set in an imaginary African nation, our star is Sunday Balewo, also known as ‘magic feet’ because 
of his soccer brilliance, who is the sixteen-year-old son of the country’s president for life and next 
in line to take power. 
 
But suddenly Sunday’s life changes when his father and mother die at the hands of a suicide  
bombing baboon. When another one turns up to try and kill Sunday, he has to go on the run. But 
who can he trust? His new American girlfriend, Holly? The police minister? His father’s right hand 
man and army chief, Mbuti?  
 
But when Sunday saves the life of the genetically enhanced, talking baboon that was sent to kill 
him, could he become Sunday’s closest ally? 
 
Touching on themes including tensions in the third world, genetic engineering and the unification 
that sport can bring to a country. With a touch of young love, short chapters and a fast-paced,           
adventurous and action packed storyline this book will appeal to many 10—14 year olds. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

Sixteen-year-old Sunday Balewo is next in line for the presidency of Zantuga. When his father dies, 
Sunday finds himself on the run from the unlikeliest of assassins - a baboon with a bomb. Not just 
an action-packed thriller, but a novel about friendship, loyalty and the value of life itself. 
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The Book of Pearl 
By Timothee de Fombelle 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406364620 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a beautifully told story of first love that spans a lifetime and across worlds we have            
forgotten.  
 
Joshua Pearl is banished from his time, and trapped in the modern world, which no longer even 
believes that Joshua’s time existed. 
 
But Joshua knows his true love is waiting for him - if only he can remember the past. Will Joshua 
ever remember? Or will his love be lost forever? 
 
A wonderfully written and intricately woven story, this book will appeal to anyone who believes in 
true love and the timeless wonder of stories. Reinforcing the importance of imagination and the 
place that stories and fairy tales hold in our lives, this book is perfect for girls in Year 8 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 
 

An ode to the power of storytelling by one of France's greatest writers for children. A compelling story 
of a first love that defines a lifetime; perfect for fans of David Levithan, told with the intricate and 
beautiful writing style of bestselling author Timothee de Fombelle.  
 
Joshua Pearl is from a world that our own no longer believes in. He knows that his great love is 
waiting for him in that distant place, but he is trapped in our time. As his memories begin to fade, he 
discovers strange objects, tiny fragments of a story from a long time ago. Can Joshua remember the 
past and believe in his own story before his love is lost for ever? 
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Game Theory 
By Barry Jonsberg 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760290153 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Jamie is a mathematician and he loves game theory. But when Jamie gives his older sister           
Summerlee six random numbers he has no idea of the problems this will cause his family… 
 
Summerlee uses the numbers to win $7.5 million in Ozlotto and she promptly cuts herself off from 
her family. Then Jamie’s little sister Phoebe is kidnapped. Jamie is convinced that the police don’t 
know anything, and he believes that game theory will help him get Phoebe back. Will he risk his  
sister’s life on his theory or will he do what the police want him to do? 
 
This is a hugely compelling, hard to put down thriller. Barry Jonsberg has written wonderful       
characters and an exciting plot, that also incorporates well-placed humour as the main characters 
try to keep themselves sane during this stressful episode. He also explores family relationships with 
sensitivity and insight.  
 
A great novel for Year 9 and up. This would make a great novel for class reading. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

Game theory has brought me to this point and I must follow where it leads. Even though this is not a 
game… 

Jamie is a sixteen-year-old maths whiz. Summerlee, his older sister, is in the grip of a wild phase.  
Tensions at home run high. When Summerlee wins a 7.5-million-dollar lottery, she cuts all ties with 
her family. But money can cause trouble - big trouble. And when Jamie's younger sister Phoebe is 
kidnapped for a ransom, the family faces a crisis almost too painful to bear… Jamie thinks he can use 
game theory - the strategy of predicting an opponent's actions - to get Phoebe back. But can he 
outfox the kidnapper? Or is he putting his own and his sister's life at risk? A brilliant, page-turning 
novel from a superb storyteller. 
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