
The Smuggler’s Curse 
By Norman Jorgensen 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925164190  

$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a true pirate adventure, full of adventure and danger around every corner. 
 

Red Read cannot believe it when his mother sells him to Captain Bowen, the infamous captain of 
the smuggling ship The Black Dragon. How could she? Her only son! 
 

Poor Red finds himself completely out of his depth. He has no idea how he will survive the rough life 
aboard the ship, let alone the battles that he has been told they will encounter in their quest to find 
their loot. 
 

It is a sharp learning curve and Red slowly shows that he might just have what it takes to be a true 
member of the crew.   
 

The story is full-on, action packed and graphic in its descriptions of life in this setting and time, and it 
changes Red forever. In a short time frame he goes from a boy all lost at sea, to a young man finding 
his way in the world. As he says ‘I think I have finally worked out that my life is in fate’s hands, and 
there is not much I can do about that.’ 
 

Boys in Year 5 and up are sure to thoroughly enjoy this one! 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher Notes are available for this title from www.fremantlepress.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Red Read's life takes a surprising - and alarming - turn when his mother sells him to an infamous 
smuggler plying his trade off the north-west coast of Australia in the closing days of the 19th     
century. From terrifying encounters with cut-throat pirates to battling the forces of nature in a 
tropical typhoon, from dining with head-hunting guerrillas to making meals of monkey stew, Red is 
in for a hair-raising adventure that may cost him his life. 
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Artie and the Grime Wave 
By Richard Roxburgh 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760292140 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the first book from well known Australian actor Richard Roxburgh, and is aimed at the   
younger reader market.  
 
Artie, our main character, has stumbled across a mystery. He is attempting to uncover a criminal 
racket headed by none other than his town mayor. Unfortunately for Archie, everything that can go 
wrong usually does... 
 
With humorous illustrations throughout and a fast paced storyline, this book will appeal to its target 
audience of 8 - 12 year old boys. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 
 
 

Blurb: 
 
Artie and his best friend Bumshoe have stumbled upon a Cave-of-Possibly-Stolen-Stuff, and along 
with it a gang of shady characters including scary Mary, fang-toothed Funnel-web and the        
devious Mayor Grime… Artie and Bumshoe's attempt to solve the mystery sparks a chaotic chain 
of events that involves kidnapping, puppy-dog cutlets, modern art and pioneering the sport of 
the bungee- wedgie. It's a sticky situation and if Artie's going to escape, he might need help from 
family, friends, a little old lady, a small dog and the Fartex 120Y… A riotously funny adventure 
from the multi-talented Richard Roxburgh. 
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Ellyse Perry #1 - Pocket Rocket 
Sherryl Clark with Ellyse Perry 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143781240  
$14.99 

Lamont Review:  
 

This is a fantastic start to a new series based on one of Australia’s great sporting stars, Ellyse Perry. 
 
It looks at her struggles starting high school and the changes that take place in friendships as she 
follows her path to play all sports, but particularly cricket. 
 
Though very short in stature her tenacity ultimately gets her onto the school cricket team and she 
is also facing her club cricket grand final. Life is certainly busy and exciting! 
 
Although the story is set at the start of Year 7, the content and setting place this book firmly in the 
middle readers category, best suited to 8 - 12 year olds, particularly sports enthusiasts. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Find out where it all began for Ellyse Perry, Australia’s most prominent sportswoman! 
 

All Ellyse wants to do is play sport. Cricket, soccer, touch footy, athletics – you name it! But now that she’s in 
high school, playing sport and having fun doesn’t seem so simple. For starters, there’s more homework, and a 
mix-up with her electives has her stuck with debating! Ugh. Then her friends, Jazz and Charlie, don’t invite her 
when they go rollerskating. To top it off, mean Ms Parkes won’t let her on the school cricket team because 
she thinks Ellyse is too small. Could life be more unfair? 
 

Luckily, she still has club cricket. Her team are a sure bet to make the grand final, and Ellyse can’t wait to get 
out onto the pitch with her mate Jamie. 
 

Will Ellyse be able to handle the challenges of high school and still find time for all her sports? 
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The Tales of Jahani - The Leopard Princess Book 2 
By Roseanne Hawke 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702254222  
$16.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

This book picks up where Daughter of Nomads finishes and is a truly wonderful conclusion to this 
story. 
 

Jahani is trying to find her way back to the northern kingdoms. The further she travels the more 
she realises that she is not the simple nomad girl she once believed - she is the lost Shezadi, who 
can help restore the kingdoms to peace after years of war. 
 

She must rely on her instincts and the wisdom of her leopard, Yazan, and her horse, Chandi, if 
she is to overthrow the evil war lords. 
 

This is an historical fantasy and, as with all Roseanne Hawkes books, has many elements of      
ancient history and fables beautifully interwoven.  
 

I'm so glad this book came out in time to be included in this year’s package as all readers who 
enjoyed Book 1 will love this conclusion. 
 

Perfectly suited to Grade 6 girls. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes are available for this title from www.uqp.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

First Moon of Autumn, 1662: After reuniting with the nomads, fourteen-year-old Jahani is finally 
home. With her red hair dyed black, she can travel through the Qurraqoram Mountains without 
fear of being captured. 
 
But the tyrants and war lords who pursue Jahani will not rest in their battle for power and, before 
long, the nomads are attacked. 
 
Can Jahani discover a pathway to peace in the northern kingdoms and fulfil her true destiny? 
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