
A Shadow’s Breath 
By Nicole Hayes 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143781097 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Told in alternating chapters of then and now. ‘Then’ mostly looks at the improving conditions in the tough 
life of our main character Tessa. 
 

After her Dad’s illness, that he could no longer face, and the consequences which Tessa witnessed first hand, 
her Mum became an alcoholic and got involved with someone bad, known to us as ‘The Arsehole’. But ‘The 
Arsehole’ and the drink are gone for now and Tessa has fallen badly for Nick, who has so much going for him. 
She has even started to paint again! 
 

The ‘Now’ chapters are the events that take place after their car plunges over an embankment and they are 
left injured and at the mercy of a terrifying wilderness. This becomes the ultimate quest for survival, but it is 
a survival that Tess is not sure she can face after everything she has already seen. 
 

This is an amazing story full of courage and heartbreak with fantastic, raw and believable characters. 
 

It constantly throws up unexpected twists, both from Tess’s past and also her present that make it really 
hard to put down. I didn’t have to worry about that though as I had enough time to read this book in one 
sitting! 
 

It is another fantastic book by local author and super talent Nicole Hayes that is ideal for a YA audience of 
14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 

Blurb: 

Then, things were looking up for Tessa. Her mum was finally getting back on track. Tessa had started seeing 
Nick. She was making new friends. She'd even begun to paint again. Now, Tessa and Nick are trapped in the 
car after a corner taken too fast. Injured, stranded in the wilderness, at the mercy of the elements, the     
question becomes one of survival. But Tessa isn't sure if she wants to be found. Not after what she saw. Not 
after what she remembered. 
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Lisette’s Paris Notebook 
By Catherine Bateson 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760293635  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a coming of age, finding your place in the world novel that lovers of fashion and travel will 
be instantly drawn to. 
 
Eighteen year old Lisette is on a journey to Paris to spend the summer learning French, studying art 
and seeing the world. Whilst there she encounters some wonderful characters, such as her       
landlady and clairvoyant Madame Christophe, and Anders, the charming but cheating German. She 
has friends Goldie and Mackenzie from French class who could become friends for life. And then 
there’s Hugo from the UK, who Lisette falls for.  But should she change her travel plans and follow 
him home, where she could also meet some of her own family connections. What’s a girl to do?  
 
Easy to read and full of beautiful things. Paris, romance, fine art, culture and high fashion, this will 
be best suited to girls 14+.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

What do you wear to Paris? Ami and I discussed it for hours but I still couldn't think of anything     
suitable. Ami said a trench coat with nothing underneath but your best underwear. That was only if 
some boy was meeting you at the airport, I said… Eighteen-year-old Lisette has just arrived in Paris 
(France!) - the city of haute couture and all things stylish - to practise her French and see great works 
of art. Her clairvoyant landlady Madame Christophe forces her to attend language lessons with a 
bunch of international students but soon Lise discovers she's more interested in studying boys than 
art or verbs… When the undeniably hot Anders jogs into her life it feels too good to be true. Things 
get even more complicated when she is pursued by Hugo, a charming English antiques dealer… Can 
she take a chance and follow her own dreams? How far into the future can Madame Christophe see? 
And could Lise really be falling in love - in Paris?  
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The One Memory of Flora Banks 
By Emily Barr 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin UK 
ISBN 9780141368511  
$19.99  

Lamont Review: 
 

I suppose normal life could be boring to read about - probably one of the reasons sick-lit genre in YA 
fiction just keeps growing!  
 

This time our protagonist is Flora and her condition is anterograde amnesia, where she has no ability to 
retain memories of anything that happens now. 
 

Everything she remembers is from before Flora was ten, when a tumour was removed from her brain. 
This obviously creates major problems, like not being able to move house or make new friends.  
 
Then her life changes when she kisses a boy and she remembers the kiss the next day. Unfortunately, 
he was her friend Paige’s boyfriend and it was on the night before he was moving to the Arctic. 
 

Then follows an amazing journey for someone with Flora’s condition, in the hope that she might regain 
her memory. 
 

This is a remarkable story of resilience and determination in the face of incredible odds. You can’t help 
but love Flora  -  often illogical, but completely hopeful  -   with her many foibles and her approach to 
adversity. 
 

Will be best enjoyed by girl readers 14+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

I look at my hands. One of them says 'Flora be brave'. I am Flora. Flora has anterograde amnesia. 
She can't remember anything day-to-day, the joke her friend made, the instructions her parents 
gave her, how old she is. Then she kisses a boy - her first kiss - and the next day she remembers it. 
The first time she's remembered anything since she was ten. But the boy is gone. Desperate to hold 
onto the memory and feelings of love, she sets off to the Arctic to find him. Why can she remember 
Drake? Could he be the key to everything else she's forgotten? 
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Trouble Tomorrow 
By Terry Whitebeach & Sarafino Wani Enadio 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760291464 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This story is an enlightening novel based on the life story of co-author Sarafino Wani Enadio.  
 

It depicts the horrors of the Sudanese civil war (1983-2005), with hundreds of thousands of people fleeing 
through the jungle to Kenya, only to end up at a refugee camp where most remained for many years. 
 

The character in our novel, Obulejo, arrives in the camps as a young boy and survives the terrible conditions 
to become a teacher, and even marry and have a child. 
 

An enlightening story that will assist readers to develop a greater understanding and appreciation of the 
plight of refugees in our community, particularly those from the Sudan and the struggles that they have 
faced. 
 
A reminder that we must do better when assisting refugees from anywhere in the world. Dealing with 
themes of war, refugees, survival and a strong message of peace education, it will fit wonderfully in school 
libraries and reading groups for students 13 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 
 

Blurb: 
 

Obulejo dreams he is standing by the stream with his friend Riti, hauling in spangled tilapia fish, one after the 
other... Tat-tat-tat-tat! Brrrmm! Rrrrr! Ul-lu-lu-lu-lah! Obulejo slams awake, heart racing, and scrambles up off 
his mat. Gunshots and screams jab the air. Flashes of light pierce the darkness. The Rebels! Run!.. Obulejo's 
name means 'trouble tomorrow' in the Ma'di language, and there is plenty of trouble for sixteen-year-old 
Obulejo when his town is attacked by Rebel troops. Separated from family and close friends, Obulejo flees into 
the hills and then makes a terrifying journey, full of danger from wild animals and pursuing soldiers. Once 
across the border in a refugee camp, he is safer but has no future - until he joins a pioneering peace education 
program and begins to find ways to create a more hopeful life for himself and others.  
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Before You Forget 
By Julia Lawrinson  
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780143574071  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
I’ve read a few stories recently dealing with memory issues, this one is a particularly good read. 
 
This amazing story tackles a horrifying example of early onset dementia, affecting our main    
character Amelia’s 47 year old father. 
 
The world of a Year 12 student can be tough enough, but for Amelia she must deal with this, her 
father’s illness, as well as her best friend developing anorexia. But she is a resilient character who 
uses her love of art to find hope in an increasingly tough situation. 
 
I loved the narrative and character development that had me engrossed in this wonderful young 
adult novel. It is unlikely to appeal to boys, particularly given the cover art, so is likely to be best          
appreciated by girls 15 and older. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

Year Twelve is not off to a good start for Amelia. Art is her world, but her art teacher hates            
everything she does; her best friend has stopped talking to her; her mother and father may as well 
be living in separate houses; and her father is slowly forgetting everything. Even Amelia. 
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Valentine 
By Jodi McAlister 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780143574163  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Valentine is an incredible paranormal romance novel by an Australian debut author, Jodi McAlister. 
 

Pearl Linford, our lead character, must find out what is happening when a friend is horribly         
dismembered.  
 
She was born on Valentine’s Day, just like Pearl and the two boys that Pearl has always felt the 
most for…  Cardy, because he is all things wonderful, and Finn, because he isn’t, but her               
subconscious always places him in her hottest dreams. 
 

When mysterious things keep happening, Pearl discovers that one of the four is a Seelie, changed 
into human form.  And now the Unseelie want them back.  Only they don’t know which one of the 
four it is - and the Unseelie have no use for the others and would rather see them dead, which 
means none of them are safe... 
 
Confronted with this, Pearl is forced into joining with Finn to try and prevent further mayhem. But 
soon they discover that Finn is the fairy child. Can they stop the fairy world from claiming more 
victims and keep Finn in their human world? 
 

This is the first in a series that teen girls who are fans of this genre will love.  I really got into the 
story myself! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

Four teenagers - all born on the same Valentine's Day - begin to disappear. As the bodies mount up, Pearl    
Linford has to work out what in the supernatural hell is going on, before it happens to her. Finn Blacklin is the 
boy with whom Pearl shares a birthday, the boy she has known all her life and disliked every second of it, the 
boy her subconscious has a totally annoying crush on. Finn is also the Valentine - a Seelie fairy changeling 
swapped for a human boy at birth. The Unseelie have come to kill the Valentine - except they don't know who 
it is. And now both the Seelie and the Unseelie think Pearl is the Valentine, and if they find out she isn't, she'll 
disappear too. Pearl must use all her wits to protect herself. Finn must come to terms with his newfound      
heritage. And then there's the explosive chemistry between them that neither of them know quite what to do 
about . . . 
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Australia’s Great War 1917 
By Kelly Gardiner 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781743622506  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This fourth book in this wonderful series commemorating the Centenary of ‘The Great War’       
continues to shed light on and bring into perspective the life and sacrifice shared by all during this 
time. 
 
This story follows the life of a Melbourne family, particularly Alex and his younger sister Maggie. 
They write to each other constantly as Alex enlists in the Flying Corps as a mechanic and then     
arrives for training in England, only to prove himself worthy to fly. 
 
He comes up against no less than ‘The Red Baron’ as the war rages over Flanders Fields. 
 
At home, Maggie wants more from life. She opposes conscription and works with her Mother at 
rallies to oppose this vote. She is also happy to work hard physically on an orchard, and then a 
farm, to provide food in what was once a male dominated role. 
 
This is a well-written and researched novel that gets you involved in the action. You journey 
through this time with Alex and Maggie and come out understanding so much more. 
 
This novel will be read and enjoyed by early secondary students, and perhaps those much older 
(like myself!).  It would also make a great read for guided group discussion in class for Grade 5 and 
up. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb:  

The German planes patrolled in hunting squads. They flew fast fighting craft streaking across the sky in tight 
formation. The greatest of them was the Red Baron, the deadliest ace on the Front. He’d shot down             
twenty-one of our planes in a single month. And now we were in his firing line. The war in France rages in the 
skies, and support for the war in Australia turns cold. Alex flies high above the trenches of the Western Front, 
while a world away his sister Maggie finds herself in the midst of political upheaval. Somehow, both must find 
the courage to fight on. 
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Jake Atlas and the Tomb of the Emerald Snake 
By Rob Lloyd Jones 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406361445  
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Jake Atlas is a normal school boy who has a knack for causing trouble. Usually major trouble! His 
parents are really strict in the hope of getting him to behave, and his twin sister is amazingly smart, 
but won’t speak to him. So what could possibly go wrong on a family holiday to Egypt! 
 
As the blurb notes, this book really is Indiana Jones meets Mission Impossible for teenagers. It’s a 
wonderful adventure/mystery story with evil villains, unlikely heroes, awesome high tech gadgets 
and characters your students will love. 
 
I read this in one sitting as it was such good fun. Highly recommended for both boys and girls, Year 
7 and up, who love fast paced action and adventure stories. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb:  

When Jake's parents vanish, Jake and his sister team up with shady tomb robbers to find them in the 
Egyptian desert.  Indiana Jones meets Mission Impossible in this riveting page-turning adventure by 
an award-winning author.  

The Atlas family is in trouble: Jake hides an addiction to stealing; his twin sister, Pan, has to conceal 
her genius, for fear of bullies. The siblings can't stop fighting – with each other and with their        
parents, stuffy professors of Ancient History. But Jake's and Pan's lives take a dramatic turn the day 
they discover the truth about their boring mum and dad. When the family go to Cairo on holiday, 
Jake and Pan's parents mysteriously vanish and it's up to the twins to find them. They must team up 
with shady tomb robbers, master high-tech gadgets and locate a lost tomb in this story of a family 
that finds itself in the deserts of Egypt. 
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