
The Shop At Hoopers Bend 
By Emily Rodda 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460753668 SCIS:  1820756 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

In true Emily Rodda style, this story has it’s own magical charm and mystery to solve, and it will 
weave its way into reader’s hearts.  
 

Quil, Pirate the dog, and Bailey should never have met, let alone become friends, but there is 
something mystical about Hoopers Bend shop that draws them all there at the same time. 
 

Unlikely visitors, old friends from Bailey’s past, a long lost will and an unexplained fire, all immerse 
Quil and Bailey in the mystery of the Hoopers Bend shop. Do they have the courage to find out 
the truth about the past and forge a new future for the shop? 
 

This will be most loved by girls in Year 4 and up, who like strong characters and interesting     
storylines. It is sure to become another favourite! 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

From one of Australia's most renowned children's authors, this is a story about coming home when 
you didn't even know that was where you belonged. Eleven-year-old Jonquil (known as Quil)      
Medway is a girl with more than an unusual name. Quil's parents died in a car accident when she 
was a baby and she now goes to boarding school, but spends her holidays with an aunt - or at camp, 
which is where Quil is heading when she decides to get off early at a train stop called Hoopers Bend. 
It is there that Quil meets Pirate, a chunky little white dog with black spots who immediately adopts 
her and Bailey, a crabby older lady who has gone to Hoopers Bend to check out the shop that has 
been left to her by an uncle. There is something magical about the shop at Hoopers Bend though, 
and once it casts its spell on Quil and Bailey they are drawn together in an unlikely friendship and 
their fight to save the shop from developers.  
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Lintang and the Pirate Queen 
By Tamara Moss 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143783435 SCIS: 1799280 

$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Lintang and Banyani live on the Twin Islands. Lintang dreams of being a heroine and having            
adventures, while Banyani wants a quiet life. When Captain Shafira arrives in their village their 
world is turned upside down. 
 

This is a wonderful novel from debut author Tamara Moss. Full of adventure, mystery, and brave 
and interesting characters that you will fall in love with.  
 
This book is a perfect introduction to fantasy for Year 5 and 6 students, who will wish they could sail 
the seas with a Pirate Queen like Shafira! 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes have been prepared by publisher for this title. A copy is available from our website. 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Lintang dreams of having adventures on the high seas. When a deadly mythie attacks the same 
day the infamous Captain Shafira visits her island, Lintang gets her chance, defending her village 
with a bravery that earns her a place on the pirate queen's ship. But they've barely left the island 
when Lintang discovers her best friend, Bayani, has stowed away. Telling Captain Shafira means 
betraying her friend, but keeping Bayani's secret risks everything... including their lives.  
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Patty Hits the Court: Game Day! 1 
By Patty (Patrick) Mills and Jared Thomas  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760295103  SCIS: 1825252 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Sports loving readers, particularly those that are basketball mad, are going to love this new series! 
 
In this first book, we are introduced to Patty and his friends at St Mary’s. Patty is a gun at all sports. 
But basketball is one sport that he hasn't really played, as he is convinced he is too short! Even    
having an uncle who was famous basketballer hasn't persuaded him. 
 
So when openings come up on the basketball team, and with some encourage from the coach, Patty 
and his friends decide to give it a go. But Patty is used to being the best at sport. How will he cope 
with learning new skills and understanding how the game of basketball is played? Does he have the     
patience to see it through?  
 
This series is sure to be a great hit with emerging readers, and it is more than just a book about 
sport. It shows us how juggling school and other commitments can be hard at times and highlights 
the importance of friendship, of having a go and not giving up. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

Sport-mad Patty Mills is a star on the footy field, an ace at athletics, a ripper at rugby. So when he 
tries out for basketball, it should be a breeze . . . Patty expects to be a great basketballer straight 
away, just like his uncle Danny. But he soon discovers there's whole lot more to the game than just 
shooting hoops. He's got a lot to learn, on and off the court - and it's going to take plenty of     
practice. Will he and his school team be good enough to get into the finals?  
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Pip and Houdini 
By J.C Jones 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760296056   SCIS: 1825218 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Pip is back, and you will love her just as much after this adventure! She is still feisty and headstrong, and    
trouble seems to never be far away. But you will feel for her right from the start, although you will wish she 
thought more before she acted! 
 
Pip is a young girl who has endured a lot. Not only was she abandoned as a baby, she is now dealing with the 
loss of the only person that she knew as family, Sully, the old man who she lived with until he died. Pip just 
doesn’t know where she fits in.  
 
She is now living with her best friend Matilda’s family, and whilst they have been wonderful to her, she can’t 
help but think they don’t really want her. So she decides to run away to Byron Bay with her dog Houdini, and 
try to find the elusive Cass, who she knows is her mother. 
 
But a ten year old girl and a dog are surely only asking for trouble when they set out on this dangerous       
adventure. Can Pip and Houdini survive the elements of travelling alone, the hunger,  and the lack of a place 
to sleep, all in the relentless quest to find her mum, who she isn’t even really sure is in Byron Bay at all? 
 
This is a wonderful story about trying to find your place in the world, albeit in a very dangerous way! Pip’s  
cunning and determination shine through - and although her actions along the way will have you thinking 
‘how can a ten year old survive this?’ - it is ultimately a story of love, family and acceptance. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Pip has one clue about the whereabouts of her birth mother, Cass - an old postcard from Beautiful Byron 
Bay. She's been settled with the Browning’s, who are planning to adopt her-at least, that's until Pip gets into 
trouble once again! Now, Pip is sure she won't find a home with the Browning’s. There's only one place she 
might belong, and that's with her mother. With her faithful hound Houdini by her side, Pip sets off north, to 
find out once and for all what became of Cass. It's a journey filled with interesting people, including a      
mysteriously musical young woman and a friendly, sun-bitten surfer. But as Pip draws ever-closer to Byron 
Bay, is she prepared for what she will find when she gets there? Once again this girl as skinny as a piece of 
string proves that adventure is where you choose to find it and a little bit of kindness can go a long way! 
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Max Booth Future Sleuth - Tape Escape! 
By Cameron Macintosh & Illustrated by Dave Atze 
Publisher: Big Sky Publishing 
ISBN 9781925520606  SCIS: 1825232 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in 2424, Max and his dog Oscar, whose job it is to help Jessie locate new objects for the museum, find    
themselves caught up in a mystery, centred around a strange object that they found from the 1980’s. 
 
But their quest to find out all about this strange object, a cassette tape with recordings of ‘David Snowie’, 
leads them to music expert Dr Ivan Grizzlowe and into a whole lot of trouble! How are they going to get out 
of this one?  
 

Set in the future, this new series will get your students really thinking about the changes that take place 
over the generations and will lead to great discussions about what life might be like in the future, and how it 
was in the past. 
 
Having grown up in the 1980’s, I found this book taking me back to an all too familiar item! But for your    
students reading this book, it is a time that, for them, will be seen as the ‘olden days’! 
 
It will be enjoyed by all your junior to middle level readers. 
 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher notes from the publisher are available for this title. They are available from our website. 

Blurb: 
 

Max Booth is an 11-year-old shadie urchin living in the Year 2424, struggling to survive. With the 
chance to make some money by uncovering the secrets of mysterious gadgets from the 20th     
century for the Bluggsville City Museum, Max and his faithful, but slightly neurotic, robo-dog Oscar 
start investigating. But the path to success is never easy, and there are sinister tricks, strange   
characters and lots of challenges along the way. Max and Oscar have been asked to identify an 
object that’s baffling everyone - a 1980s cassette tape. But there’s more to this tape than meets 
the eye. The tape contains long lost songs from a popular mega-star David Snowie, and now 
there’s a strange musicological expert who clearly wants to stop them in their tracks.  
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Super Moopers: Nervous Nellie 
By Fiona Harris and Sally Rippin, with Scott Edgar 
Publisher: Five Mile Press 
ISBN  9781760406493   SCIS: 1827468 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

We are really excited by the arrival of the Super Moopers series. 
 

With Sally Rippin’s supervision, the concept for emerging readers is to produce a world full of    
Moopers, who all have silly traits and learn to deal with them to become Super Moopers. 
 

Nervous Nellie seems to be nervous of just about everything, but eventually her fear that a cute 
little wixie would be hurt gave her the bravery to save the day. 
 

This is exactly the sort of series that is needed for younger Australian children and I am told for each 
Mooper shown on the picture of Moopertown, there will be a story, so we are ensured a great and 
ongoing list of titles. 
 

Welcome to Moopertown to all 5-8 year old emerging readers! I am sure you will love visiting! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

Welcome to Moopertown! In Moopertown, everyone is special – in their own special way! 
 

This fun, funny and affirming series will entertain children of all ages. In each book we are          
introduced to a new Mooper – Musical Markus, Nervous Nellie, Dramatic Dom and Giggling Gertie. 
At first they seem to have a really silly trait – Markus loves to sing… all the time, Nellie is always 
nervous, Dom is overly dramatic and Gertie just can’t stop giggling – but it’s these very traits that 
eventually transform these Moopers to superhero status! 
 

With humorous, sweet, character-driven stories and a richly-detailed world that children will     
engage with, this exciting new series celebrates the idea that our differences are what make us 
unique, and we are all capable of being superheroes when we can see the best in ourselves. 
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