
Maybe 
By Morris Gleitzman 
Publisher: Viking/Penguin 
ISBN 9780670079377 SCIS:  1824763 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

I just love Felix, and therefore this series. It is no wonder it is a huge favourite throughout          
Australian schools. Felix's optimistic look at life and the resilience he shows when facing the great 
obstacles that are constantly thrown at him amaze me.  
 

This story follows the journey of Felix and Anya, who is pregnant, from Poland to Australia. This 
was typically eventful and harrowing, and included a plane crash and subsequent internment into 
a boy's home (prison).  
 

I won't give away any more of the story but suffice to say that I clearly loved it, but then I am    
already a huge fan of the series.  
 

This is an ideal series for all middle school readers (Years 5 to 8). 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher notes are available for this title. A full version is available on our website. 
 

Blurb: 
 

1946.  
 

Europe is in ruins. Millions of people dream of finding happiness somewhere else. 
 

Fourteen year old Felix is one of them. When he’s offered a journey to Australia, he seizes the     
opportunity. So does someone very dear to him, even though she wasn’t actually invited. 
 

They have high hopes for Australia, and their dramatic arrival there makes them want to stay. But 
before Felix and Anya can embrace the love and friendship of their new land, they must confront 
the murderous urge for revenge still alive in the old. 
 

Felix knows he hasn’t faced anything like this before. 
 

He may not survive, but he’s hoping he will. Maybe. 
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Play Like a Girl: Bring It On 
By Jo Stanley 
Publisher: Five Mile Press/Bonnier Publishing 
ISBN 9781760409470 SCIS: 1832512 

$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
When Sarah’s family move to a new town, Sarah is nervous about starting at a new school. She   
misses the beach, surfing, and her best friend Caity. 
 
But then her first day buddy Hanh takes her to a footy clinic to meet Katie Brennan and two other 
players from the Western Bulldogs, and Sarah learns that there is a girls footy team in town called 
The Flyers. Hanh asks Sarah if she would like to come to training so Sarah agrees to give it a go. Will 
she make the team or not? 
 
This is the perfect story for all sports mad girls, especially those who love footy.  
 
Wonderful characters and strong themes of friendship and having a go are woven throughout the 
book.  
 
The series is sure to be a winner with girls in Year 3 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

Uh-oh! Is that a frog in her throat? Sarah loves to crack jokes but no-one at her new school is laughing not 
even her first-day buddy, Hanh. Even worse, no-one at Milsborough West Primary surfs and that's Sarah's 
favourite thing in the world! Sarah is a big fan of Aussie Rules football, but she has never played. Will coach 
Shawna let Sarah join the Flyers and be part of the team? PLAY LIKE A GIRL is a celebration of girls kicking 
goals in the sport they love! This trailblazing new series is proudly brought to you in partnership with the 
AFLW.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Set in Pakistan, this is a wonderful story about never giving up hope. 
 

Jehan lives in a small village with his Mum, his Dad, and his four-year-old brother in their mud-hut 
home.  
 

When a terrible flood occurs, the village is lost and Jehan becomes separated from his family. What 
he then endures and survives shows us the power of the human spirit. 
 

Jehan draws strength from the companionship that he finds in Lali, the lost dog that he rescues. Lali 
is loving and smart, and Jehan finally takes the risk and follows her through the floodwater. But 
where will they end up? 
 

This is a beautifully told story about resilience, community spirit, dealing with grief, helping each 
other, and above all love. With the story told from the perspective of Lali too, you will delight in her 
intelligent and caring nature, and you will more than likely look at all dogs in a different light after 
reading this story! 
 

It will be enjoyed by all middle to senior primary students. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher notes are available for this title. A full version is available on our website. 

Blurb: 
 

Jehan closed his eyes to pray, then opened them again. It wasn't a dream. The water was still there - the 
biggest flood he had seen in his life. For nine-year-old Jehan, life in Pakistan is just as it should be. He attends 
school, plays cricket with his little brother and fetches water for his family. But when the monsoon           
unleashes a catastrophic flood, Jehan is swept away from his village and becomes trapped in a tree. Jehan 
stays alive by rescuing things from the floodwater, but as the days pass with no sign of help, Jehan starts to 
despair. Will he ever see his family again? Then Jehan rescues a dog and he is no longer alone. But why does 
the dog keep swimming away? Where is she going? Eventually, Jehan must follow the lost dog into the 
floodwater. But will the dog's quest lead them to safety? Or to more danger? Sensitively told, this important 
story brings home the horrific reality of natural disasters on the lives of children, families and communities 
around the world, but celebrates need for hope, kindness and resilience that these situations inspire in their 
aftermath.  
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Jehan and the Quest of the Lost Dog 
By Roseanne Hawke 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702259609 SCIS: 1824438 

$14.95 



Mr Bambuckle's Remarkables 
By Tim Harris & Illustrated by James Hart 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143785859   SCIS: 1824755 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a fantastic story of a magical new teacher who arrives at Room 12B and through new and  
exciting ways makes learning fun. 
 
One by one he also helps the students work through different issues like bullying and                      
self-confidence. 
 
While the book is full of laughs, it also has messages to be gained, especially an appreciation of 
teachers and a love of learning as well. Well, except for the tyrannical Principal Sternblast, who is 
just scary! 
 
Tim Harris is a wonderful new talent in Australian children’s books who has started a great new   
series with Mr Bambuckle’s adventures. 
 
This is sure to be a hit with readers 8 and older. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

 

Blurb: 
 

He’s the only person who isn’t afraid of Canteen Carol. 
I heard he swam in piranha-infested waters in the Amazon.  
He lets us use our phones in class! 
Is his spark-maker beetle really that dangerous? 
I heard he drank yak’s milk in Mongolia. 
My mum says he used to be in the circus.  
He’s the only teacher who cooks us breakfast. 
 
The class in Room 12B has a new teacher, and nothing is ever going to be the same . .  
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Ava’s Big Move: Surf Riders Club 1 
By Mary van Reyk 
Publisher: Lothian/Hachette 
ISBN 9780734417909  SCIS: 1831703 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
When Ava’s parents decide to move from the city to a small beachside town to open a café, she is 
horrified. How can she leave all her friends behind? 
 
What she doesn’t expect is to meet a whole new bunch of great people and start an amazing new 
Surf Riders Club. 
 
This book will help readers to accept change as an exciting challenge. It has great role models and   
relationships with a lot of surfing, and just a touch of young love.  
 
We look forward to more titles in this series. It is ideally suited to girls aged 9+ who love sport. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Join the girls as they take on the world, one wave at a time! Meet five very different girls with one 
thing in common: they've caught the surfing bug! Ava has grown up in a big city. But everything 
changes when her parents decide on a sea change - they're moving to the small town of 
Beachcrest to open a cafe. Ava will be starting high school that year, and now she has to say    
goodbye to her life in the city. Her new school is very different and Ava misses her friends. When 
she hears that surfing is going to be offered as a sport for the first time, Ava uses her snowboard 
skills to give it a try. Not everyone thinks she can become a surfer but Ava is determined to prove 
them wrong, and she's making new friends along the way! Ava, Alex, Bronte, Janani and Molly 
form the Surf Riders Club to help each other practise, but it quickly becomes much more than that. 
Whether it's learning how to get barrelled, problem parents or annoying boys, the Surf Riders Club 
are there for each other, no matter what. Officially endorsed by Surfing Australia.  
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The Cursed First Term of Zelda Stitch. Bad Teacher. Worse Witch. 
By Nicki Greenberg 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760294908 SCIS: 1824409 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Anyone who loves a little magic will love this book! 
 

Zelda is an extremely lovable witch and you will feel for her right from the start. She has always 
been an average witch, with an overpowering mother and a very grumpy cat, and now she must try 
and hold all her ‘witchling’ feelings in as she battles her new adventure, that of classroom teacher. 
 

She must also stay on the right side of the nasty and mysterious Deputy Principal Melody Martin, 
who she refers to as MM. And worse still, MM’s niece is in her class! How is she going to keep the 
fact that she is a witch a secret? 
 
This is an extremely fun read that shows us if we are just true to ourselves, we can do remarkable 
things and make a difference in people’s lives. It is also highlights that teachers have feelings and are 
apprehensive about things too! 
 
It will be enjoyed by all middle  -  senior primary school students. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

‘Zelda rides a broomstick!' 
'Zelda's got a bat-friend!' 
'Zelda smells like toadstools!' 
'Witch! Witch! Witch!'  
 

It was bad enough when I was eleven years old. But if they sniff me out now, it'll be a disaster. Zelda Stitch 
isn't much of a witch - she's hoping she'll make a better primary school teacher. But if the vice principal finds 
out about her, her dream will go up in a puff of smoke. Keeping her magic secret isn't the only trouble     
bubbling in Ms Stitch's classroom: there's wild-child Zinnia, lonely Eleanor, secretive Phoebe and a hairy, 
eight-legged visitor called Jeremy. Not to mention the nits… With NO HELP AT ALL from her disagreeable cat 
Barnaby, Zelda must learn to be a better teacher, a better friend and a better witch - even if that means   
taking broomstick lessons. Magic. Mischief. Mayhem. Zelda's classroom is a cauldron full of laughs.  

September 2017 
Primary Fiction 


