
As Happy As Here 
By Jane Godwin  
Publisher: Lothian Children's Books / Hachette 
ISBN 9780734419231  SCIS: 1916419 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Evie is destined to be a great runner. So when she gets hit - no, not by a car - but by a piano that 
flies out of a van during an accident, she ends up in a hospital ward. 
 

Her ward mates are Lucy, suffering from leukemia, and Jemma, whose life has been tough. They 
are three thirteen-year-old girls trying to understand and put meaning into their world. 
 

Then they see something out their window that leads them to uncover a house robbery racket. But 
they have no idea how much this is going to change their lives. 
 

This is a beautifully written story with great young female characters.  
 

They grow and show strength during their life changing experience and this is a terrific story of 
identity, justice and social fairness.  
 

A great, easy to read story that will most appeal to girls aged 12 - 15. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 
 

Blurb:  

Three teenage girls from very different backgrounds find themselves sharing a hospital ward. When 
they witness a crime in the park below their window, they bond over trying to solve the crime and 
each one undergoes a profound change. A beautiful coming-of-age story about identity, expectation, 
class, justice, society, fairness, and, above all, kindness.  
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It Sounded Better In My Head 
By Nina Kenwood  
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781925773910  SCIS: 1922113 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Natalie just got her ATAR and is waiting for her uni placement when her world turns. Mum and 
Dad are separating - a fact they have hidden from her for ten months, all in the name of            
successful studying. 
 

Natalie is an adorable and angsty teenager. Having suffered from severe acne since puberty, she 
hates her body, her scars and stretch marks, and generally being seen. 
 

She has two best friends, Zach and Lucy, but this is now sometimes awkward since they became 
an item. And then Natalie and Zach’s older brother start having a thing. But what is this thing as 
Natalie has never had any sort of romantic relationship before? 
 

Beautifully written, with real and utterly believable characters, I found this book so easy to get 
into. It handles first love and the insecurities of growing up today with humour and compassion.  
 

With themes of crashing into adulthood, first love, real life family issues and complex friendships, 
this book will be cherished by readers aged 15+. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

When her parents announce their impending separation, Natalie can't understand why no one is 
fighting or at least mildly upset. Then Zach and Lucy, her two best friends, hook up, leaving her    
feeling slightly miffed and decidedly awkward. She'd always imagined she would end up with Zach 
one day-in the version of her life that played out like a TV show, with just the right amount of banter, 
pining and meaningful looks. Now everything has changed and nothing is quite making sense. 

Until an unexpected romance comes along and shakes things up even further. 

It Sounded Better in My Head is a tender, funny and joyful novel about longing, confusion, feeling left 
out and finding out what really matters - from an exciting new voice in Australian YA writing.  
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Taking Tom Murray Home 
By Tim Slee  
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460757864  SCIS: 1926744 
$32.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Told through the eyes of a thirteen-year-old twin named Jack this book has an amazing setting. 
Both Jack and his twin sister Jenny have Dorotea’s Analgesia, a rare genetic mutation that makes 
you feel no pain and not be able to cry. Their father has just died as he was burning down the 
house on their dairy farm, 350 km’s from Melbourne, before the bank repossessed it. 
 

Dawn, their Mum, is an amazingly strong women who decides to protest against the banks and 
the supermarkets with their $1.00 milk policy, and the government by holding a 10-day funeral                   
procession for their Dad. The procession is going all the way to Melbourne  -  with their Dad’s           
coffin atop an open flatbed trailer towed by a horse. 
 

The procession builds both in number and media attention with Jenny starting up an online               
fundraising page that receives $170,000 in donations. This, combined with copycat fires around 
the country, and rebellious quotes from Henry Lawson and Ned Kelly, makes this motley group 
huge news. 
 

At its core Taking Tom Murray Home is a story of grief and protest that shouldn't be funny or             
uplifting, and yet it is. It is rousing, hopeful and deeply down to earth - much like the Australian 
characters that it so sensitively portrays.  
 

Set to become an Australian classic, it will be loved by teenagers aged 15+, all the way through to 
much older readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

The winner of the inaugural Banjo Prize, Taking Tom Murray Home is a funny, moving, bittersweet Australian 
story of fires, families and the restorative power of community. Bankrupt dairy farmer Tom Murray decides 
he'd rather sell off his herd and burn down his own house than hand them over to the bank. But something 
goes tragically wrong, and Tom dies in the blaze. His wife, Dawn, doesn't want him to have died for nothing 
and decides to hold a funeral procession for Tom as a protest, driving 350 kilometres from Yardley in country 
Victoria to bury him in Melbourne where he was born. To make a bigger impact she agrees with some    
neighbours to put his coffin on a horse and cart and take it slow - real slow. But on the night of their                      
departure, someone burns down the local bank. And as the motley funeral procession passes through                
Victoria, there are more mysterious arson attacks. Dawn has five days to get to Melbourne. Five days, five 
more towns, and a state ready to explode in flames... Told with a laconic, deadpan wit, Taking Tom Murray 
Home is a timely, thought-provoking, heart-warming, quintessentially Australian story like no other. It's a 
novel about grief, pain, anger and loss, yes, but it's also about hope - and how community, friends and love 
trump pain and anger, every time.  
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Lamont Review: 
 

Suzy Zail met Nakamya Lillian, a twenty nine year-old Ugandan visiting Australia in 2015 and       
listened to her story. From this meeting, Suzy decided to add more voices and visited thirty                   
impoverished Ugandan girls in their villages and slums. From this trip came Lillian’s story, in I Am 
Change. 
 

Lillian is a good girl seeking nothing more than an education, and who loves learning and is very 
bright. Lillian’s brother has no aptitude or interest in school, but the family would never consider 
him leaving, however, for Lillian, it’s a struggle to get her family to keep sending her to school. 
 

I Am Change looks at the gender based cultural discrepancies that still exist to limit opportunities 
for girls in the world today. 
 

With themes of women’s rights, genital mutilation and forced marriage, this book is clearly aimed 
at a more senior reader, 15 and older. But it is a powerful and inspiring story that I found moving,              
uplifting and thoroughly enjoyable. I Am Change shines a light on these serious issues and I only 
hope it helps actually inspire change in the wider world! 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

They told her that her body belonged to men and her mind didn't matter. They were wrong. “What 
if I don't want to marry?” Lillian held her breath. She had never said the words out loud. “Not want 
to marry?” Her aunt frowned. “What else would you do?” 

Set in a Ugandan village, Lilian has learned to shrink herself to fit other people's ideas of what a girl 
is. In her village a girl is not meant to be smarter than her brother. A girl is not meant to go to 
school or enjoy her body or decide who to marry. Especially if she is poor. 

Inspired by and written in consultation with young Ugandan women, I Am Change is the tragic but 
empowering story of how a young girl finds her voice and the strength to fight for change. 
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I Am Change 
By Suzy Zail 
Publisher: Black Dog Books/Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925126839  SCIS: 1922149 
$19.99 



The Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling 
By Wai Chim  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760631581  SCIS: 1922126 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Anna is the oldest child in a Chinese-Australian family and with it comes expectations. But with 
their father spending most of his time one and half hours away running the restaurant, including 
often sleeping there, the pressures on Anna are even higher. 
 

Her sister Lily is a high achieving scholarship student at a private school. Together, they shield their 
little brother Michael from their mother’s outbursts, as she struggles with a mental illness that is 
never discussed. But this all changes when their mother finally has a public breakdown and is              
institutionalised.  
 

Throughout all of this, Anna just wants to be normal. She is falling for Rory who does deliveries for 
the restaurant, and who himself has struggled with his own demons. 
 

Anna’s family is one where they do not discuss family problems. Coupled with high expectations, 
both academic and cultural, this book handles many challenging issues that face Australian                  
teenagers. 
 

With an easy flowing storyline and intriguing characters, I found this a truly entertaining novel. 
 

With themes of family expectation, mental health, first love, but mostly family dynamics, this is a 
wonderful novel that will most appeal to teenage girls. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

Anna Chiu has her hands pretty full looking after her brother and sister and helping out at her dad's 
restaurant, all while her mum stays in bed. Dad's new delivery boy, Rory, is a welcome distraction 
and even though she knows that things aren't right at home, she's starting to feel like she could just 
be a normal teen. But when Mum finally gets out of bed, things go from bad to worse. And as 
Mum's condition worsens, Anna and her family question everything they understand about       
themselves and each other. A nourishing tale about the crevices of culture, mental wellness and 
family.  
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Everywhere Everything Everyone 
By Katy Warner 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760504618 SCIS: 1922200 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The government keeps getting stricter - with new rules to protect the good people from one side 
of town from the threat of those that live on the other. The problem is Santee missed her curfew… 
 
Her new friend Z’s car wouldn't start and now she is left stranded on the wrong side of the “safety 
barrier” - a sort of Berlin Wall like structure that has popped up around her section of the town. 
 

Santee is taken in by Z’s wonderful, if somewhat rebellious family, but when his father is taken 
away for his subversive behaviour and they lose their lovely apartment to a good family, their 
world gets a whole lot tougher. Will Santee ever see her family again?  
 

This is a strong anti-establishment novel about standing up for what is right in any small way you 
can.  
 

It is partly romantic, as her tumultuous relationship with Z develops. Filled with YA themes of being 
true to yourself, hope, family, and resilience, this is a terrific novel suitable for all teenagers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

A vivid, captivating contemporary YA novel about the power of resistance, from a stunning Australian debut 
author. Perfect for fans of The Handmaid’s Tale and Z for Zachariah. 
 

Even though she lives on the wrong side of town, 16-year-old Santee believes her world is like ours: that      
running late for curfew will only get you grounded, and that the government tries to keep its good citizens safe 
and secure. Until one night, everything changes. 
 

On her way home from school, Santee takes a detour to the outskirts of town with a boy that she likes – and 
then finds herself stranded overnight when his car breaks down. When she’s finally able to get a lift towards 
home the next morning, Santee discovers that everything has changed. A 'safety border' – a wall – has gone up 
around her part of town, imprisoning her family and trapping her on the outside… 
 

With its subtle familiarity and a tender, defiant teen romance at its core, Katy Warner’s powerful debut novel 
is about the importance of hope and standing up for what you believe in. 
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Lamont Review: 
 

Iona Balfour is 14 when the aunt who has raised her is accused of witchcraft and sentenced to 
death. Before she dies, she entrusts Iona with the family bloodstone and tells her to take it to the 
city. So begins a perilous journey - this is no time to be faint hearted! 
 

Iona makes a new friend called Cal but is betrayed by her oldest friend from the village, and to top 
it all off, there is a witch hunter on her trail. Will Iona be the last of her family? 
 

Set during the late 1500’s when many people still believed in witchcraft and relied on the healing 
women to look after them when sick, this is a thoroughly entertaining read. Fast-paced and well 
written, readers will love Iona and be cheering her on every step of the way. It does have a couple 
of graphic torture scenes, but they are set in the context of the story and the times that they are 
living in.  
 

There is an unexpected twist in the story right at the end that will surprise! 
 

A perfect read for those in Year 9 and up who like their characters to be a little bit feisty. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb:  

'An utterly riveting tale of magic, danger and witch-hunts... grips you by the throat and won't let go.'- 
Kate Forsyth, award-winning author of Bitter Greens.  

Magic and fire are kindred things… Iona Balfour's life is turned upside down when her beloved aunt 
Grizel is executed for the crime of witchcraft. Before she dies, Grizel appoints Iona as guardian of a 
precious family bloodstone and tells her she must flee their village and deliver the stone to the                    
mysterious Guild of the Green Lion. Accompanied by a new friend, Cal, Iona soon realises that she's 
awakened the powers of the bloodstone. But it promises to be a perilous journey. The wolf month is 
no time to be on the road. And there's a witch hunter on Iona's trail, who has a strange obsession 
with the stone. When a devastating betrayal throws her into the hands of her enemies, Iona soon 
finds herself in the fight of her life. Will she suffer the same fate as her aunt, or will she escape the 
witch hunter and fulfil her destiny? Discover an exciting new voice in Australian fiction!  
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The Last Balfour 
By Cait Duggan 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460757017  SCIS: 1922133 
$19.99 



Lamont Review: 
 

It is wonderful to see a YA book that aims mostly at teenage boys on a topic many of them love, 
sport! 
 

This touching story, written by an Australian debut author, will be one that will draw some                 
reluctant readers in. 
 

Our main character, Bug, is just starting out at a new school after discovering that he has Marfan 
syndrome. Marfan causes long limbs and hands, and makes you a little awkward, but Bug has used 
this height to his advantage in the past - mostly in his main passion, basketball. 
 

But Marfan also affects the heart, and his parents have banned him from playing. What harm could 
he do just playing in an interschool competition? So he starts assembling his team, and he gets a 
really mixed bunch of whoever will play—including Doof, a tough guy who has already been 
banned from the footy team for rough play. 
 

Bug finds his place with these guys and it is in the building of that team, the comradery, the               
problems and a little love interest that is the heart of this story. 
 

Will Bug’s parents find out? Could worse happen under the pressure of the competition? As the 
team keep advancing through the competition, the tension rises... 
 

An ideal novel for 12—15 year-olds that will most appeal to boys and those who love team sport.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

Bug has a secret. Actually, he has a lot of secrets. By this point, Bug's secrets have secrets. Like... 
Number one: he's formed a basketball team at his new school based on a giant lie. Number two: his 
parents don't know he's playing basketball again. Number three: his new teammates have no idea he 
isn't allowed to play, and they definitely don't know why. Bug will do anything to keep his secrets, 
keep his new team and keep his life from falling apart. Because no one can know the biggest secret 
of all: Bug risks his life every time he steps out onto the basketball court.  
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Take The Shot 
By Sue White 
Publisher: Affirm Press 
ISBN 9781925712957 SCIS: 1922178 
$16.99 



Lamont Review: 
 

This is an intriguing story of Kaya, who is just finishing her Higher School Certificate, getting woken 
and whisked away in the middle of the night by her mother. Her doctor father was a whistle-
blower on his boss, who is selling drugs that can be easily changed to sell on the streets. 
 

But the boss needs to destroy the evidence, so he and his criminal thugs hold both Kaya and her 
father hostage for one horrific night. But then there was an ‘accident’, and with her father dead, 
she is hiding out off the grid in the Blue Mountains. 
 

Suffering PTSD after her ordeal, she knows that everything doesn't add up. She starts sharing her 
ordeal with a local boy who she meets while buying groceries. His favourite pastime is to search for 
information, and he uncovers anomalies that lead to a climatic ending that I didn't see coming. 
 

A suspense filled thriller, with themes of trust, friendship and bravery, this is a terrific read for all 
teens. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

Kaya is completing her Higher School Certificate when she is woken in the middle of the night by her 
mother. They are to pack immediately and go to their holiday home in the Blue Mountains. Her     
father is ‘not coming back’. He has been involved in a court case to give evidence against some     
dangerous criminals. 

Months later, they are still in hiding and the mysteries are multiplying. Kaya is not sure who to trust: 
her mother’s new friend, the policeman or her new friend, Eric, from the local store. 

She is also recovering from memory loss caused by PTSD after a chilling encounter with the criminals. 
She is seeing a psychologist in an attempt to recall the evidence she might have to give in a          
forthcoming trial. 

Her best friend, Jenna, has gone overseas and Kaya is trying to make sense of what is really           
happening. 
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My Father’s Shadow 
By Jannali Jones 
Publisher: Magabala Books 
ISBN 9781925936704  SCIS: 1928907  
$14.99 


