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Themes:  
• Belonging  
• Resilience  
• Embracing unique qualities  
• Curiosity  
Discussion Questions:  
• Take a look at the cover of this book. What did you notice first about Joffrey the giraffe? 
• Before opening the book, discuss what you think this story is going to be about. Return to this after you’ve 

read the book. Was the story how you expected it to be? 
• Joffrey meets many animals on his journey. How many animals can you spot in the book?  
• Do you have a favourite animal from this book, and why? Are there any animals in this book that you have 

seen in real life? 
• Joffrey has stripes instead of spots. Can you think of other animals that have stripes? How about animals that 

have spots?  
• If you look closely, you will find other characters in this book who look differently to their families (spotty 

bee, spotty meerkat). Can you find them all? 
• Joffrey goes on an adventure all alone, meeting lots of new animals and trying new things along the way. 

What parts of his journey did you most enjoy? Which parts were funnier? Which parts were scarier?  
• Joffrey didn’t realise that he was different until his herd pointed it out. How you do you think Joffrey felt 

when his herd said that his stripes were ‘absurd’? What would you say to Joffrey in that situation to make 
him feel better? 

• Towards the end of the book, Joffrey describes himself as ‘tall, gentle, friendly, brave, quiet [and] kind’. 
These words are called adjectives. Can you think of other adjectives to describe Joffrey? What do you like 
best about him? 

• Have there been times where you have felt like you were different to everyone else? How did you feel in 
those moments? After reading this book, do you feel happy to be unique? 

Activities: 
• Complete the ‘’Create a new giraffe’’ page that is attached. 
• Complete the “Tell someone what makes them special” page that is attached. 

Joffrey might have horns, a tail and a long neck, but his stripy fur is causing quite the stir. Everyone knows 
that giraffes have spots! But if Joffrey isn't a giraffe, what could he be? Lots of fun to read aloud, this 
charming and heartfelt picture book celebrates the joy of embracing who we are.  



ACTIVITIES 

Activity One: Create a new giraffe!  
Joffrey has stripes instead of spots, making him a very different-looking giraffe to the rest of his herd. If you were writing How to be a Giraffe, 
how would your main character look? Using the colouring sheet, draw and colour Joffrey and his herd however you please. Perhaps your  
Joffrey will be blue with polka dots, or green without any pattern at all!



Activity Two: Tell someone what makes them special! 
Everyone has qualities that make them unique. Let’s celebrate this! Choose someone in your 
class and write them a note about what makes them special, using the cutout below. Perhaps 
they are a good storyteller, or they have a hilarious laugh, or fabulous hairstyles, or delicious 
packed lunches?  For extra brownie points, choose someone you don’t usually spend time with.

DEAR ______________,

You are special because you ...

Thanks for being you!

FROM _____________.
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