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Themes:   
• Australian animals  
• The sea  
• Perception  
• Discovery  
Discussion Questions & Activities: 
• Before you start reading, what colour do you think the sea is? Turn to a partner and share. Discuss student 

responses as a class – does everyone agree? Is there more than one answer to this question?  
• How many friends does Koala ask about the sea? Why do you think each has a different answer?  
• The author uses many different verbs (action words) to describe the movements of the different animals in 

the book, e.g. shuffled; hissed; stalked; scampered. Create a list. Challenge: can you use each of these verbs 
in a sentence of your own?  

• What is a simile? (Hint: a phrase using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare one thing to another in order to enhance          
imagery - e.g. the sea is blue, like a fairy-wren; The sea is as black as the night sky). Can you complete the 
similes below? Challenge: can you come up with some similes of your own? 

a. The sky is pink like a…  
b. The boy is as tiny as a…  
c. The dog is as fast as…  
d. His hair was red like a… 

• Some of the events of the story are mixed up below. Can you put them back in the correct order?  
a. Koala finds a shell and scoops up some water – it is clear and sparkling.  
b. Koala asks her friends, ‘What colour is the sea?’  
c. Koala has found her answer.  
d. Koala journeys to the sea to observe the water for herself.  
e. Koala’s friends all give her different answers – she is confused.  
f. Owl suggests Koala finds out for herself.  
g. Koala has a question – what colour is the sea?  

• Use oil pastels to draw the outline of your favourite animal in the story (for best results, use watercolour  
paper). Next, apply watercolour paint to ‘colour in’ the animal and the landscape background. What do you 
notice? Why does the paint fail to cover up the crayon underneath?  

Koala has a question for her friends - what colour is the sea? But they all give her different answers, and Koala 
doesn’t know whom to believe. Owl suggests she finds out for herself. Koala sets off for the sea, only to discover 
that all her friends are right – the sea is no colour and many colours. A beautiful tale of discovery and perception.  


