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Lamont Review: 
 

Butter O’Bryan lives on the beach with his Dad and three aunts. Australia is in the grip of the      
Depression, and even though Butter’s family is well off he still understands how hard it is. 
 

One day Butter notices three kids playing cricket on the beach and asks to join them. They say no 
and then quickly disappear - but where did they go? Butter is determined to find out where they 
are hiding and why they are so scared of him. 
 

This is Jackie French at her very best, as she brings to life these hard times and all the struggles 
that families faced. The characters are full of resilience, hope, and determination, and even the              
roughest of them have a kindness that we could all do well to replicate. 
 

I would suggest reading the authors note at the back of the book first, so they have a greater                 
understanding of the time the book is set in.  
 

A truly heart-warming and remarkable story, perfect for all readers in Year 5 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Howlers Beach, 1932. Butter O'Bryan lives in a Very Small Castle with his father and three aunts - 
Aunt Elephant, Aunt Cake and Aunt Peculiar. These aren't their real names, of course, just as 
Butter's father isn't really called 'Pongo'. And even though Butter is only twelve years old, and the 
grandson of one of Australia's most successful Jam Kings, he is very aware of the hardship many 
people are experiencing. Butter has been told there are ghosts at the nearby isolated Howlers 
Beach, but are there? And how can the children Butter plays cricket with on the beach simply                 
vanish? Who are these children and why do they refuse his help? Butter is certain they're hiding a 
secret, and he's determined to uncover it.  
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League of Llamas 1: The Golden Llama 
By Aleesah Darlison & Illustrated by Simon Greiner 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN  9781760894160      SCIS: 1956958 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
The LOL (League of Llamas) are a secret spy organisation who are out to save the world,                     
particularly from the badgers. 
 
The LOL are lead by General Ignatius Bottomburp (and his name might give away the sort of            
humour you might find in this book!). 
 
The main problem facing our two main Llama spies, Lloyd and Phillipe, is that they have a tendency 
to get quite side tracked. Can they manage to pull it together and solve the mystery of the missing 
Golden Llama? 
 
This wonderful new series is full of humour, complete with more llama puns than you could              
imagine existing, and will be thoroughly enjoyed by junior and middle primary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

The League of Llamas (LOL) are a group of secret llama agents and they're on a mission to save the 
world - if only Agent 0011 Phillipe Llamar could stop looking in the mirror at his luxurious fringe 
and Agent 0013 Lloyd Llamanator could resist the temptation to eat everything in his path! There's 
also the thieving General Bottomburp to contend with and a mysterious lady llama in red. 
 
Can Phillipe and Lloyd foil the evil plans of Bottomburp and his badger henchmen? The fate of the 
Llama Republic's most prized relic, the Golden Llama, depends on it!  
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The Winterborne Home for Vengeance and Valour 
By Ally Carter 
Publisher: Lothian's Children’s Books / Hachette 
ISBN  9780734419163   SCIS:  1958464 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

April is an orphan but she is convinced that her Mum is going to come back for her, as she left April 
with a really unique key. The problem is April doesn't know what the key unlocks.  
 

When April ends up in Winterborne House, she realises that her key has the same symbol as the 
Winterborne crest. She meets Colin, Sadie, Tim and Violet, who are also orphans living in                   
Winterborne House. 
 

Together they explore the house and when April meets the presumed-dead owner Gabriel in the 
middle of the night, she realises that all is not quite as it seems around here... 
 

This is a wonderful, fast-paced story that is equal parts fun and mysterious. The characters are    
really enjoyable, and readers will love the unique talents that each one has! 
 

I loved the ending, which is a really satisfying conclusion to this story, whilst also leaving it open to 
more adventures in future. 
 

It will suit all readers in Years 5 and 6 who love a mystery with lots of action. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

When 11-year-old April joins a group of kids living at Winterborne Home she doesn't expect to be 
there for very long. But she soon learns that this home isn't like any of the others - especially when 
she unearths the secret of the missing-and-presumed-dead billionaire, Gabriel Winterborne, who 
is neither missing nor dead but is actually living in a basement lair, sharpening his swords and   
looking for vengeance. Now that April knows Gabriel Winterborne is alive, she must turn to the 
other orphans to keep him that way. As a looming new danger threatens to take Gabriel down 
once and for all, they must use their individual talents to find a way to make sure this home for 
misfits isn't lost to them for ever. Because at the Winterborne Home, nothing is what it seems, no 
one is who they say they are and nowhere is safe. And now a ragtag group of orphans must       
unravel the riddle of a missing heir, a supposed phantom and a secret key, all without alerting the 
adults of Winterborne House that trouble is afoot.  
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Derek Dool Supercool 1: Bust a Move 
By Adrian Beck & Illustrated by Scott Edgar 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN  9781760892951   SCIS: 1948544 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Derek is cool - at least, he thinks he is! 
 

With the school disco fast approaching, Derek has decided that this is his chance to prove to      
everyone that he really is cool. 
 

With a dance off set against his archenemy Carmichael Cruz, the all-round good-looking superstar 
of Ruttsmell Primary, who also just happens to smell like vanilla pancakes, what could possibly go 
wrong? 
 

Derek’s unwavering (although at times alarming) level of over-confidence, will have you warm to 
him and his wonderful best friends Big Denise and Booger. 
 

It is a humorous story that also touches on more serious aspects of family relationships,               
self-confidence, true friendships and dealing with bullying. 
 

This is the first book in a new series by Adrian Beck and I’m sure readers will be eager to see what 
other adventures Derek and his loveable friends get up to. 
 

A great read for all those in Year 3 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 
Think of the COOLEST, FUNNIEST, most HANDSOME kid in school, times it by a gazillion and you 
get DEREK DILBERT DOOL. At least he thinks so… Pity he’s the only one.  
 
Life's tough when your name's Derek. You're destined to be uncool. But Derek is determined to 
find something - anything - that will change that. He's sick of being picked last in PE, of not being 
invited to parties, and of all the cool kids using his freckles as dot-to-dot challenges. Derek is going 
to find something that will make him SUPERCOOL and nothing is going to stop him.  
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The Fabulous Cakes of Zinnia Jakes: The Crumbling Castle 
By Brenda Gurr  
Publisher: New Frontier Publishing 
ISBN 9781925594973     SCIS: 1959126  
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Zinnia Jakes makes the most delicious cakes on earth - but no one knows who she is! What the 
world certainly doesn’t know is that Zinnia Jakes is really nine-year-old Zoe Jones. 
 
Zoe makes all her cakes in secret but when she gets an order to make a medieval cake she is not 
sure if she is going to have it ready in time. 
 
With her best friend Addie and her Aunty Jam to help, not to mention her amazing cat Coco, they 
race against time to deliver Zoe’s best cake yet. 
 
This book will appeal to those in Year 4 and up, particularly girls who love cooking and creating.  
 
Zoe and her family and friends are lovely characters, and I’m sure this series will be a very popular 
one. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

When Zinnia Jakes gets a new pastry order for a special medieval crumbling cake, she has 
no idea where to start! It needs to be ready in less than a day for the school fair and the 
clock is ticking. Will she deliver it on time and remain the undercover secret pastry chef 
everyone talks about?  
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