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Lamont Review: 
 

Bea’s parents told her at a family meeting that they were getting divorced and then they gave her 
a list of things that would not change  -  such as their love for her. 
 

But change will happen when you live in two apartments. And even more when her Dad tells her 
that he is going to get married to his boyfriend Jesse. Bea hopes that Jesse’s daughter Sonia will be 
the sister that she always wanted.  
 
But family life never quite goes smoothly, and Bea must face up to some things that she is not 
proud of. 
 

This is a heart-warming and sensitive novel that will help readers understand that change is not 
bad, and is just another part of growing up. 
 

Focusing strongly on the love of family and friends, and how it is ok to make mistakes along the 
way, this will be the perfect novel for those in upper primary. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

Mom and Dad told me about the divorce at a 'family meeting'. I sat on the couch, between them. 
They didn't look happy, and I suddenly got worried that something was wrong with our cat, Red. 
That they were going to tell me he was dying. But that wasn't it. 
 

When Bea's parents got divorced, there were big changes for Bea, and also lots of things that 
stayed the same. But it's not always easy living in two separate apartments. 
 

When her dad announces that he and his boyfriend, Jesse, are getting married, Bea is excited that 
Jesse's daughter will become the sister she's always wanted. But as the wedding approaches, Bea's 
joy is clouded by a terrible secret she has kept hidden since last summer. 
 

Rebecca Stead's delightful middle-grade novel about family and friendship will be loved by young 
readers.  

April 2020 
Primary Fiction 


