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Themes:  
• Climate Change
• Industrialism and alienation from Nature
• Activism and freedom of speech
Discussion Questions & Activities:

• What is climate change? How serious is the threat of rising sea levels, and global warming, and what have
scientists discovered about the causes of such changes to the earth’s environment?

• Conduct a debate for and against the necessity to confront climate change.
• Brainstorm with students what society can do to alleviate global warming and climate change.
• Many human beings have gradually lost touch with natural processes as a result of industrialisation and

automation. How important is it to maintain connection with nature and the landscape in which we live?
• Conduct a field trip with students encouraging them to keep a diary of what they observe in nature during

the outing. Make what they observe the subject of a further research topic for each student.
• The giant and the girl try to warn the people of impending disaster. But the people don’t like being told what

to do by the giant, and they protest with hand-made signs:
‘You cannot tell us to turn off the machine. The machine works. We are prosperous. It is a wonderful
machine. You should come and admire it. It is as shiny as the sea.’
The people eventually ban the giant from their area. Discuss how activism often leads to what we might call
fascist or totalitarian responses such as this one. Freedom of speech is an issue we all should all be aware of.
Should anyone be banned for voicing an opinion?

• This tale reads like a traditional fable. It also employs a circular structure so that the beginning becomes the
end in a tantalisingly suggestive way. The female giant tells a young girl to spread the message that the sea is
rising and that the machine must be turned off or else people will drown. Invite students to write a fable like
this, based on the theme of the environment.

• Invite students to draw, paint, or collage another scene to accompany the story you wrote in the fable
activity. Create a classroom display using all the images.

• Create a cartoon which makes a comment on global warming.
• Complete the worksheet ‘Collage This Image’ that is attached.
• Complete the worksheet ‘Word Games’ that is attached.

 A giant stands on the shore, watching the sea. She never moves, never speaks, until the day she turns to a little girl and 
says, 'The sea is rising.' The brave girl takes the message to the town. But when the people refuse to listen, the giant 
must find another way to save them. Perfect for the children of the Climate Strike, this is a lyrical and deeply moving 
story about climate change, standing up for what you believe in, and the power of hope.  



WORKSHEETS

COLLAGE THIS IMAGE 

This is a famous image by Japanese artist and printmaker Hokusai (1760–1849) entitled 
The Great Wave off Kanagawa 1823.  Enlarge the image on a photocopier and invite 
students to create a collage of this image.



WORD GAMES

A. Complete this Wordfi nd.

 E N E R  G  Y  P C

X W A V E S M O G O

T O X I C L A

I Z G R E E N L L

N O B I O F U E L

C N W A S T E T S

T E S O L A R I O

B U G C A R B O N I

E M I S S I O N S L

B E E C L I M A T E

WORDS: ENERGY, POLLUTION, TOXIC, EXTINCT, BIOFUEL, OZONE, EMISSIONS, CARBON, 
SMOG, CLIMATE, GREEN, COAL, SOLAR, WASTE, WAVE, SOIL, BEE, BUG

B. Write a list of all the words you can make from the letters in ENVIRONMENT. See if
you can fi nd 20!

Possible Answers: Even, Event, Invent, Iron, Men, Mentor, Neon, Nor, Omen, One, Ore, 
Rent, Rote, Teem, Ten, Tern, Ton, Tore, Vein, Vent.
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