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Themes:   
• Loneliness  
• Grief and loss – losing a grandparent  
• Friendship  
• Writing letters  
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
• Read Finding François together as a class. What do you think the author is saying with this story?  
• Why do you think Alice wants someone her own size to talk to?  
• What is the difference between being alone and feeling lonely? When were you last on your own? And have you 

ever felt lonely? If so, were you alone when you felt lonely or were you with other people?  
• On page 30, the text reads, ‘Over time, the dark clouds slowly packed up their things and shuffled into the                      

distance, and the sun sprang forth from wherever it was hiding.’ There are two layers of meaning to this sentence. 
Discuss what they might be with your class.  

• The book ends with Alice and François writing more letters to each other – as pen pals. Have you ever written a 
letter to a friend? Discuss with your class what sort of things you might write in a letter.  

• Were any of the words in the story new to you? Could you guess what they meant from the context (the way the 
words were used and what surrounds them)?  

• Imagine you are writing a letter to a new friend who you have never met in person. What would you tell them 
about yourself?  

• François lives in a lighthouse. Do you know why lighthouses are located by the sea? Discuss what you know about 
lighthouses. Do you know any other books that have lighthouses in them?  

• Alice lives in Paris, which is the capital city of the country France. In France, they speak the French language. In 
Australia, we speak English. What other countries do you know that speak English? Do you know the names of any 
other languages?  

• In some countries, some people speak one language while some people speak another. Which language they 
speak is usually determined by their family history. What is your family’s history? Has your family always lived in 
Australia? Does anyone in your family speak a different language?  

• France is part of the continent called Europe. There are six continents in total. Can you name the other five?  
• Look at a map of the world. Can you find the city you live in? And can you find Paris – the city where Alice lives? 

Alice travelled by boat to visit François. What transport might you use to travel to Paris from Australia? 
• Paris is the capital city of France. On your map of the world, can you name the capital cities of any other           

countries?  

Alice wishes she had someone her own size to talk to. Then one day her wish comes true. 
Through hope and chance, love and loss, two little ones who need each other find each other. 
 

A heartwarming story from award-winning author and illustrator Gus Gordon about loneliness, saying goodbye and the 
value of life-affirming friendships.  
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