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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:   
• Building 
• Doing things as a family 
Post-reading discussion activities: 
• Building a house is a big job. What do you think was the hardest part for the family in the book? And the part that 

was the most fun?  
• The bricks of course have to dry in the sun, once they are made. What do you think the family had to do, if it 

rained?  
• There are quite a few animals (other than Tess!) and birds and insects in the illustrations. How many different 

kinds can you find?  
• The family in the book decided to build their own house from mudbricks. What other kinds of materials can you 

use to build a house? What is your own home built of?  
Classroom research activities:  
• Mudbrick building has been done since very ancient times, and in many different countries. Look up examples of 

mudbrick houses and buildings around the world.  
• Research some ‘recipes’ for mudbricks. What are they mostly made from, and how many kinds of mudbrick     

making can you find?  
• The bricks in the book (and in the real-life experience of the author) were made by hand, but sometimes they can 

be made by machine. See what you can find out about that process.  
Classroom creative activities: 
• Before you can start a house, whether it’s for people or a pet, you need to draw a plan. Draw your own plan for a 

house for yourself, or your pet.  
• Write a version of the story, telling it from the point of view of Tess the dog.  
• Draw your favourite stage of the house-building in the book.  
• Write your own recipe for a mud-brick and illustrate the stages of making it.  

Building a mudbrick house is an adventure for everyone—Mum, Dad, kids and even Tess, the family dog! Heading 
out to the block to help make bricks, seeing their house take shape week by week, the children decide that Tess 
needs her own house too… 
 

With warmth, sensitivity and liveliness in words and pictures, this book recreates the fun–and work!–of a special 
family experience, building your own unique house. 
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