
My Dog Is A Winner 
By Elizabeth Fensham 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702262951   SCIS: 1981031 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Ugly and Eric are a magical combination, and Elizabeth Fensham certainly doesn't disappoint with 
this new instalment of their adventures. Although reference is made to their previous experiences, 
this is certainly a stand-alone story. 
 

Ugly has taken to being a companion dog at school for those students struggling with certain 
things in their life. Eric is so proud of him, and of his Grandad who brings him to school. 
 

But Eric is worried about Ugly. Is he doing too much? He is also concerned and fed up with his 
moody and sad sister Gretchen. Can Eric come up with a plan to make them both happy again? 
 

This really is a delightful story about having compassion for others and putting plans in place to 
actually try and help them. It is also a story of family relationships, friendship and overcoming the 
challenges life throws at you. Eric will win your heart with his determination and attitude, as will 
his ‘beautiful’ dog, Ugly. 
 

Readers aged 8 and up will love this story. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 
Eric Bright and his doggy best mate, Ugly, are back. They're up against their biggest             
challenge yet- solving the serious problem looming over Eric's mean and miserable big sister, 
Gretchen. It's lucky Ugly is the friendliest dog ever. He's a star companion pooch, working with 
kids at school. He's surely going to rescue Eric's sister - and, on top of that, win almost every 
category at the upcoming school pet show. Surely. 
 
But when Ugly goes off his food and refuses to play, Eric must figure out what's hounding him. 
Can he fix Ugly and Gretchen on his own? 
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The Wolves of Greycoat Hall 
By Lucinda Gifford 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN  9781760651596  SCIS: 1977931 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Boris Greycoat and his parents Leonara and Randall are very well-off wolves who live in a         
mansion in Morovia. They are trying to decide where to go for their next holiday when Boris 
reads that Scotland is welcoming wolves back into society! 
 
Off they go to Scotland, armed with a book outlining the history of their family. But their nice             
quiet Scottish holiday is interrupted when a ruthless developer wants to turn a castle, that has 
been in their family for generations, into a massive apartment block. Can Boris save the castle? 
 
This is a delightful book with very funny illustrations that will make you think about how                   
people are judged - by their looks or by who they are and how they act. It would make for 
great class discussions on perceptions. Will be enjoyed for all readers in Year 4 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 
 

A family of wolves leaves their mansion in Morovia, returns to their Scottish homeland where 
they fight for their right to live among society and save the castle that has been in their family 
for generations from a crooked developer. Boris Greycoat is a friendly young wolf who likes 
meeting people and trying new foods. His father Randall Greycoat is becoming an expert in 
speaking French and playing table tennis. Boris's mother, Leonora Greycoat, likes to practise 
her warm, reassuring smiles. Wolves need to look reassuring if they are to flourish in            
society. Excited to hear the news that wolves are to be reintroduced to Scotland, Boris 
Greycoat and his parents, Randall and Leonora Greycoat embark on a journey back to their 
ancestral lands. However, it's more difficult for wolves to travel than one might think, and it 
seems that Scotland may not be prepared for sophisticated wolves like the Greycoats. A      
deliciously funny tale, with equally amusing illustrations, about being judged for what, rather 
than who you are.  
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Tricky Nick 
By Nicholas J. Johnson 
Publisher: Pan Australia / Pan Macmillan Aust 
ISBN 9781760787363   SCIS: 1981199 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a great time travelling adventure, with the classic element of good versus evil. 
 

Young Nick is just discovering his love of magic when he meets Trixie - who he discovers 
has travelled back in time to make sure he fulfills his destiny to become a magician. But 
unfortunately the evil Dr Crick has also travelled back in time to ensure the opposite - that 
Nick never becomes a magician! 
 

This really is a book full of magic with instructions about how to perform many magic 
tricks, entwined in a magical story that is full of the extraordinary and unbelievable.  
 

Ten-year-old Tricky Nick is a wonderful character, who will be loved and will amaze many 
readers with his determination and tenacity. 
 

Will best appeal to readers aged 8 - 12, especially magic enthusiasts! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

I'm Tricky Nick. The world's greatest magician. This is my absolutely not-made-up story of 
magical greatness. Magic changed my life and it could change yours too. I learnt my first 
trick when I was ten and now I'll teach it to you (plus a whole bunch more). You'll also 
meet Trixie, a magical mystery girl, and the strange B.U.M (Brotherhood of United              
Magicians), and find out other Top Secret Stuff I can't reveal just yet. This tale is so                
incredible, so unbelievable, you'll swear I'm making it up. But you can trust me, I'm a               
magician...  
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Aussie Kids: Meet Dooley on the Farm 
By Sally Odgers & Illustrated by Christina Booth 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN  9781760893682  SCIS: 1977938 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Dooley lives on a farm near the north west coast of Tasmania, just near Dooley’s Hill, the 
hill he was named after. 
 

He loves farm life and all that goes with it - collecting the eggs, feeding the animals and 
picking fruit and planting vegetables. 
 

His older cousin Sienna, who lives in Sydney, is coming to stay. Dooley is excited, but will 
Sienna adjust to life on the farm? They soon come to agree that ‘it would be boring if    
everywhere was the same’. 
 

When they decide to spend the night in the barn the noises, animals and pests threaten to 
derail their adventure! 
 

A fantastic story for younger readers about adjusting to your surroundings and trying new 
experiences. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Hi! I'm Dooley. 
My cousin is visiting our farm. 
We'll swim in the river, feed the calves and collect berries. 
But best of all, we're going to sleep out in the barn!  
 

Aussie Kids is an exciting new series for emerging readers 6 - 8 years. 
 

From a NSW Zoo to a Victorian lighthouse, or an outback sheep farm in WA to a beach in 
QLD, this junior fiction series celebrates stories about children living in unique places in 
every state and territory in Australia. 
 

8 characters, 8 stories, 8 authors and illustrators from all 8 states and territories!  
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Aussie Kids: Meet Matilda at the Festival 
By Jacqueline de Rose-Ahern & Illustrated by Tania McCartney  
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN  9781760894511  SCIS: 1977940 
$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Matilda lives in Canberra. Her Dad works for the Prime Minister and so her family often 
attend events at the many embassies located in Canberra. 
 

Matilda is excited, but also sad, about the festival that they are going to attend at the     
Japanese Embassy, where her friend from school, Hansuke, lives. Matilda loves the taiko      
drumming, the food and the origami, but she also has to say goodbye to Hansuke, who is 
returning to Japan. 
 

This is a wonderful story for younger readers that highlights our capital city, Canberra, the 
value of friendships, both old and new, and that saying goodbye doesn't always have to be          
permanent! 

 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Hi! I'm Matilda! 
Today there's a festival at the Japanese Embassy. 
That's where my friend Hansuke lives. We'll have lots of fun. 
But Hansuke is going back to Japan soon. 
How will I be able to say goodbye?  
 

Aussie Kids is an exciting new series for emerging readers 6-8 years. 
 

From a NSW Zoo to a Victorian lighthouse, or an outback sheep farm in WA to a beach in 
QLD, this junior fiction series celebrates stories about children living in unique places in 
every state and territory in Australia. 
 

8 characters, 8 stories, 8 authors and illustrators from all 8 states and territories!  
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The Heartsong of Wonder Quinn 
By Kate Gordon 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN  9780702262821  SCIS: 1963736 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Wonder is a lonely orphan, who holds out hope of finding a best friend, so she is very               
happy when the new girl, Mabel, befriends her. Wonder and Mabel fast become best 
friends, and these two are both characters that readers will love. 
 

Mabel has a list of things to do, and not much time to finish it, so Wonder agrees to help 
her. This is a beautifully written tale of friendship, loyalty and unconditional love. It is            
uplifting in many ways, but will also definitely tug on the heartstrings, as Mabel deals with 
dying by deciding to experience the things she has never done before. 
 

Wonder also needs to face her own reality, as the only person who can see her is Mabel. 
 

This is written as a fairy tale, and will most appeal to girls in upper primary. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

 

Blurb: 
 

Wonder Quinn is a lonely orphan who lives in the attic of Direleafe Hall with only a gloomy crow 
for company. Every year she watches the other girls return to school, hoping to find a friend 
among them. And every year her heart breaks when she doesn't. 
 

So when a fiery new girl befriends her in class, Wonder's dreams seem to be coming true. Mabel 
Clattersham is outspoken, kind and, most importantly, unafraid of the awful Georgiana Kinch. 
 

But as the girls grow closer, Wonder discovers her friend has a list of strange wishes - throw a pie, 
leap into the sky, break someone's heart. 
 

What is Mabel's big secret? And why is she in such a hurry to finish her list? Can Wonder protect 
her heart from being broken all over again? 
 

The Heartsong of Wonder Quinn is an enchanting fairytale celebrating friendship, bravery and the 
importance of staying true to yourself.  
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Brain Freeze 
By Oliver Phommavanh 
Publisher: Puffin / Penguin 
ISBN  9781760897147  SCIS: 1978106 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a great collection of short stories, and Joel’s story was probably my favourite. 
 

Joel is a ten-year-old boy who has had over 1000 names. In Joel’s world, parents are                 
allowed to change a child’s name at any time - even daily if they desire. And Joel’s parents 
definitely desired! That was until the authorities arrived and told them that they had to 
stop right now - they must decide on a name, once and for all! 
 

This has a great ending and is just one tale in a fabulous collection of zany short stories 
that readers in upper primary and lower secondary will love. 
 

Quick stories that are easy to read and very funny - readers will love Brain Freeze! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

From a dog who accidentally becomes the first animal on Mars, a hopeless chess player 
dealing with his sports-mad dad, and a girl whose dreams are getting too big for her bed, 
to a boy who has had 1000 names - so far. Not to mention, the strange boy who never 
seems to get brain freeze (until...), these short stories will blow your mind.  
 
A crazy collection of funny short stories from the wacky mind of bestselling author of   
Thai-riffic!, Oliver P, featuring characters who are all finding a way to step up and be 
brave. 
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