
The Edge of Thirteen 
By Nova Weetman 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702263125  SCIS: 1999399 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Clem is just about to start Year 8, and things have changed. Her best friends, Bridge and Ellie, 
seem to be growing up much faster than she is and she can feel them growing apart.  
 
Clem has a loving family but her Mum is very protective, and struggles with letting Clem have the 
things that her friends have - like a mobile phone and lnstagram. The gap between Clem and her 
friends just seems to be getting larger! 
 

When Clem starts to develop new friendships with Tom, and also with Jacqs, it seems like school 
camp is suddenly going to be interesting... 
 

Clem is wonderful character and many readers will thoroughly relate to what is happening in her 
life. The struggles that young people face navigating the world between childhood and adulthood 
are superbly portrayed in this story. With issues of changing friendships, puberty, fitting in, and   
having the courage to be who you really are, this is a story that readers will love. 
 

It will be particularly enjoyed by junior to middle secondary students. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website. 

Blurb: 

Clem Timmins can't wait to see her best friends after being apart all summer holidays. But when 
they get back together, things have changed. Bridge is boy-crazy and acting like a different person. 
Ellie is wearing a bra and having a real-life romance. Clem feels left behind. When she makes 
friends with Tom, suddenly everyone's gossiping about whether they're going to be a couple. 
Clem's got no interest in having a boyfriend. Or does she? 

At school camp, Bridge crosses the line and Clem has to ask herself - can she keep growing up with 
her friends when they're growing apart? 

This story of fitting in and falling out perfectly captures how it feels to balance on the edge of who 
you are and who you want to be.  

March 2021 
Secondary Fiction 

SECONDARY BOOK 
OF THE MONTH 



The Gaps 
By Leanne Hall 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781922330482   SCIS: 1995950 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Chloe is a scholarship student at prestigious Balmoral Ladies College. She always tries to fly under 
the radar, but when her classmate Yin is abducted it is impossible to not get swept up in it all. 
 

But then the Queen Bee, Natalia, starts to notice Chloe and an unlikely friendship begins.  
 

Told in alternate chapters from both characters, this is a story of stress and fear of the unknown. 
It examines the guilt and grief of the students and their families, as they struggle to cope with the 
loss of their classmate. 
 

But overall it is a story of friendship in so many different forms, and the strength that we find 
from family and friends, sometimes in very unexpected ways. 
 

Beautifully written by Leanne Hall, this book will most appeal to girls in Year 10 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website. 

Blurb: 
 
 

When sixteen-year-old Yin Mitchell is abducted, the news reverberates through the whole Year Ten class 
at Balmoral Ladies College. As the hours tick by, the girls know the chance of Yin being found alive is          
becoming smaller and smaller. 

Everyone is affected by Yin's disappearance - even scholarship student Chloe, who usually stays out of 
Balmoral dramas, is drawn into the maelstrom. And when she begins to form an uneasy alliance with   
Natalia, the queen of Year Ten, things get even more complicated. 

A tribute to friendship in all its guises, The Gaps is a moving examination of vulnerability and strength, 
safety and danger, and the particular uncertainties young women face in the world.  
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Waking Romeo 
By Kathryn Barker 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760297152  SCIS: 1995972 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a cleverly constructed story where, through time travel, our protagonists are trying to           
prevent the end of the world. 
 
The intrigue is tied up with our two stars, Jules (aka Juliet Capulet), and Ellis (aka Heathcliff Ellis). 
Jules’ boyfriend Romeo is in a coma, and together they must revive him so that he can fulfill his 
destiny that will ensure the world’s future. 
 
But with Jules and Ellis falling for each other, will they be able to get the job done? 
 
With themes of fate and love, this is a great read for anyone who loves the classics. This is               
a charming mash up of Romeo & Juliet and Wuthering Heights, and will be best suited to readers 
14 years and older. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

YEAR: 2083. LOCATION: LONDON. MISSION: WAKE ROMEO. 

It's the end of the world. Literally. Time travel is possible, but only forwards. And only a handful of 
families choose to remain in the 'now', living off the scraps that were left behind. Among these are 
eighteen-year-old Juliet and the love of her life, Romeo. But things are far from rosy for Jules. Romeo 
is in a coma and she's estranged from her friends and family, dealing with the very real fallout of 
their wild romance. Then a handsome time traveller, Ellis, arrives with an important mission that 
makes Jules question everything she knows about life and love. Can Jules wake Romeo and rewrite 
her future? 

A highly original mashup that delights as it disorients... and asks what would have happened if two 
great literary love stories were somehow intertwined.  
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Crossed Spaces - Short Stories in other Worlds 
By Lynne Stringer and RA Stephens 
Publisher: Rhiza Edge 
ISBN 9781761110283  SCIS: 1999287 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a fantastic collection of short fantasy and science-fiction stories that all centre, in varying 
ways, around life in different forms and in different worlds. 
 
Reviewing such a large collection of short stories is sometimes difficult, as here they are all                 
different characters and scenarios but there is an overwhelming feeling, particularly in the early 
stories, about a life that is completely different to what we know now. Many stories feature 
themes around the destruction and renewal of life on earth, and adapting to such a life.  
 
There are stories about space, artificial intelligence, spiritual traditions and ghosts (just to name a 
few), but there is also a sense throughout of the importance of family and friendship, and                     
appreciating and nurturing life as we know it today. 
 
It will be thoroughly enjoyed by all secondary readers, and the nature of short stories make this 
ideal for reluctant readers especially those with an interest in fantasy and sci-fi. 
  
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

A handsome clockmaker fixes a broken time machine to help a cursed lady. A young scientist       
betrays his people to protect an alien species. A girl bonds with her new technological helper and 
sees in him a personality and a soul. A boy finds his whole life changing when his best friend writes 
in a mysterious notebook. A crew aboard a settlement spaceship discover that sleeping passengers 
have gone missing. Come on a journey of exploration with aliens, spacecrafts, bewildering           
technology and even ghosts. There’s friendship, strong families and romance. In these seventeen 
stories humanity is pushed to its limit and forced to question what is most important in life. Lynne 
Stringer and RA Stephens bring together a collection of fantasy and science-fiction stories based in 
worlds that are not quite our own. Authors include Penny Jaye, Emily Larkin, Janeen Samuel,    
Stephanie Martin, Catriona McKeown, Rosanne Hawke and many more. 
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Harmony 
By Richard Yaxley  
Publisher: Omnibus Books/Scholastic 
ISBN 9781760973261  SCIS: 1993716 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a poignant Australian story tracing a disconnected family history from before World War I 
to the end of the century. 
 

Because of a family promise, Gracie could not marry her love Tom, so he decided to go to war. 
Gracie has a baby, and marries another, but her true love is always Tom. 
 

Tom’s decision to head off to war lands him on the shores of Gallipoli for the first landing, where 
he meets his unfortunate end.  
 

The story then weaves its way across the world as Gracie’s child, Will, marries an Irish girl and       
settles in Galway. They have two children and their daughter Deborah grows up and moves to 
America. When Deborah feels the need to visit her father Will, who has returned alone to his 
home town of Vale in Australia, she is soon followed by her teenager son, Noah. 
 

But every family has their secrets, and after all this time will Noah’s arrival mean their family              
secret is finally revealed?  
 

Intricately woven, we see into the lives of four generations with a wonderful story of                                  
connectedness and family ties, that will best suit lower secondary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 

Blurb: 

In 1914, Tom Stott falls in love with Gracie O’Donnell, but their love is thwarted by circumstance and 
war. Tom finds himself part of the blood-soaked landings at Gallipoli, while Gracie marries another. A 
deception, born in a place and time on the brink of war, traverses the world as successive              
generations seek freedom in a century of change. It isn’t until American teen Noah Clifford joins his 
mother Deborah, his grandfather Will and his great-grandmother Gracie in Australia that the secrets 
of the past are revealed, secrets that will take them back to the beaches of Gallipoli… From                    
multi-award winning author, Richard Yaxley, comes a story of connectedness, family and the power 
of truth.  
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Violet Black 
By Eileen Merriman 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780143775423  SCIS: 5354319 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in the near future, the events of Violet Black seem scarily close to feeling like reality. After 
contracting a virus that is beginning to spread in more places around the world, a group of      
teenagers develop powers that allow them to do things humans before them never could.  
 
Violet Black is one of these teens, as is Ethan, and they must work together to try to stay alive and              
figure out their new reality. But can they navigate the complicated world they find themselves in, 
as well as their feelings for each other? 
 
While you can tell this was written in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, including references to 
it as a past event, Eileen Merriman has indulged some of the conspiracies out there surrounding 
Government control and virus origin points to create a dystopian novel that is almost too easy to 
imagine. It also contains themes of loss, identity, teamwork, trust and the importance of                
relationships. 
 
The first book in a proposed trilogy, Violet Black is an exciting take on current events which has 
plenty of topics for discussion. With the dystopian themes, as well as the exploration of the            
feelings they develop towards each other and some sexual references, this is best suited to              
readers aged 15+. 

 

Reviewed by Ben 

Blurb: 

Set in the near future, this first book in a fast-paced trilogy will hook you in from the first page. 

Violet Black and Ethan Wright are both in a coma after contracting the lethal M-fever. They have 
never met- 

I couldn't speak, but I was trying so hard to communicate and then... then… I pushed.                                   
And something, someone, pushed back. 
Her name is Violet. Violet, but she is sunshine-yellow, and I need to find her because I think she 
might be just like me. 

But there is a far more serious reason for Ethan to find Violet - the sinister Foundation is trying to 
hunt them down.  
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Tell Me Why (for Young Adults) 
By Archie Roach 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
ISBN 9781760858865  SCIS: 1995958  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Tell Me Why is an incredible insight the world of Australian musical genius and Aboriginal elder, 
Archie Roach. 
 

It tells of his early foster life, to a lovely Scottish couple, where he was known as Archie Cox. The 
memorable letter he received at school from his sister, and the impact this letter had on his life, 
and his need to find out who he was and is.  
 

We follow Archie’s journey through alcoholism, to meeting the love of his life, Ruby Hunter. Their 
struggles with children, and alcohol abuse, with reaching rock bottom, and Archie’s journey out 
the other side, mostly through his music and with the support of Ruby. 
 

The story also follows his life as a musician and a leader to his people, where Archie found his 
voice and his place. 
 

Archie is amazingly resilient, with a strength of spirit and love that shines through this story. He is 
a legendary songwriter and storyteller, with a world wide fan base. 
 

Archie’s story is one that needs to be heard by our teenagers, and with this adaptation of his              
memoir the editors have ensured that his story can reach teen readers. 
 

With themes of self-discovery, family, love, music and substance abuse, it will be best read by a 
14+ reader. It will especially appeal to those who love true stories, and memoirs. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

‘There are many Australian stories, and mine is just one about what happened to me and other First 
Peoples of this country. It’s important for me to tell my story - because it’s not just part of my healing 
but of this country’s as well. We all have a story and as you read this book I would like you to think of 
your own story, what that means and who is also a part of your story.’ In his inspirational, highly   
acclaimed memoir- and including reflections from First Nations Elders and young people - Archie 
Roach tells the story of his life and his music. Only two when he was forcibly removed from his     
family, and brought up by a series of foster parents until his early teens, Archie’s world imploded 
when he received a letter that spoke of a life he had no memory of. It took him almost a lifetime to 
find out who he really was. Tell Me Why is an unforgettable story of resilience, strength of spirit and 
hope.  
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