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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:    

• Music 

• Colour 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
Before Reading: 

• What kind of music do you like listening to? Why? 

• Do you have a favourite song? 

• Have you ever heard of synaesthesia before? If you haven’t, what do you think it means? 

• Does your favourite song have lyrics? If so, do you picture the words in your head when you listen to it or characters acting out a 
story? Or do you see something different? 

• When you listen to music without lyrics, what do you picture? Do you see colours or shapes? Do you see different colours or shapes 
depending on the music? 

After Reading: 

• Think again about the music you like to listen to. If this music had a colour, what would it be? 

• Think about your favourite song. What colour is it? Why? 

• In groups, discuss what your favourite page of the book is. Why is it your favourite page? What are the images illustrating? What 
music do you think Molly is listening to based on the picture you see? 

• Lisa Tiffen has used minimal text, but her words are accompanied by beautiful images. Why are her words by themselves so            
powerful? Why does the image add to the words on the page? 

• Matt Ottley has created wonderful images that show the reader what he sees when he hears specific types of music. Would you paint 
something different if you had to create illustrations to match Lisa’s words? 

Activity: 

• Privately, or in groups, write down or create a drawing of what you see when you hear the following music. Make sure you close your 
eyes when you are listening! 

 Dancing Queen by ABBA 

 Für Elise by Ludwig van Beethoven 

 Wake me Up Before you Go-Go by Wham! 

 Bach’s Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major by Yo-Yo Ma 

 Head & Heart by Joel Corry x MNEK 
 Share your visual discoveries with the class. If you’re comfortable, explain to your peers why you saw something specific.  
Research Questions: Synaesthesia 

• Synaesthesia can take many different forms. Some people experience multiple senses at the same time. Molly sees colour when she 
hears music. Lisa Tiffen can sometimes see smells as colours. 

• Do some research on synaesthesia. What other forms can it take? 

• What causes synaesthesia? 

• What kinds of professions do people with synaesthesia often choose? Why do you think a lot of people with synaesthesia are in    
creative roles? 

• What famous people can you find who have synaesthesia? Think about musicians, artists, etc. 

Molly can see the music. Colours flash brilliantly as she listens. The music takes her on a journey into places filled with colour, 
revealing connections between music, emotions, and the world we live in. The Colour of Music mixes art, music and the 
written word in a truly synesthetic experience.  
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• Emotions 

• Synaesthesia 


