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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:  
• Identity 
• Fitting in 
• Learning new things 
Comprehension: 
• Why do you think Zimdalamashkermishkada wants to change his name? Have you ever wanted to change 

something about yourself to fit in? 
• Elly isn’t the only one to learn something new in the story. What new things does Zimdalamashkermishkada 

learn? Why does Zimdalamashkermishkada’s mum tell him to give Elly a chance to get his name right? 
• Should people just give up if they don’t get things right the first time? Why/why not? 
• How are the lives of the characters in the book similar or different to your own? 
• What do you think the colour orange represents in the book? (Look at where it’s used.) 
• What do Elly and Zimdalamashkermishkada have in common? How important is it to have things in common 

with our friends? 
• How do you think Zimdalamashkermishkada’s mum feels when he asks her if he can change his name? Write 

what she is thinking in this moment. 
• Do you think Zimdalamashkermishkada is the only one feeling nervous on his first day? What might some of 

the other kids be worried about? 
Writing Exercise: 
• Zimdalamashkermishkada comes up with a lot of interesting ways to try to make his name fit. Why do you 

think none of them work? Come up with other ways of making something small, and a list of sound words to 
use as it explodes back out to its original size. 

• Write about something that you’re good at because you practised. What is it? How did you get better at it? 
Did you ever feel like giving up? What made you keep going? 

Creative Activities: 
• What’s in a name? When Zimdalamashkermishkada finds out what his name means, he decides not to 

change it after all. Ask your parent or guardian where your name comes from. Does it have a special       
meaning, or remind them of something? Where were they when they chose your name? 

• Write the story of your name to share with the class. 

When Zimdalamashkermishkada starts a new school, he knows he’s got to do something about his long name. 
 

When no amount of shrinking, folding or crumpling works, he simply settles for Zim – but deep down, it doesn’t 
feel right. It’s not until a new friend sees him for who he truly is that Zimdalamashkermishkada finds the              
confidence to step boldly into his long name. 
 

A warm and uplifting story that encourages young readers to celebrate their individuality, and shows how no-one 
should ever have to shrink themselves down to fit in. 
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• Friendship 
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