
Half My Luck 
By Samera Kamaleddine 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781460760222   SCIS: 5364656 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Layla is caught between two cultures - sort of Australian and sort of Lebanese - she is part of both                
worlds, but she doesn’t quite fit in either.  
 

This is the hottest summer Layla and her friends can remember, and they spend everyday at the 
beach. But when a beach party goes horribly wrong, the beach is now a battleground. 
 
Layla knows the truth behind the mess, but who does she trust and will she have the courage to 
make sure the truth comes out? 
 
This is a fascinating story about growing up in between two cultures and finding out who you                  
really are. Layla is a great character and readers will love her. Her struggle to ensure that the truth 
comes out, without hurting the wrong people, makes for a great and relatable story. 
 
A perfect coming of age tale for those Year 9 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

From the winner of the inaugural Matilda Prize comes a heartwarming coming-of-age story about 
growing up in Australia when you're caught between two cultures.  

Layla Karimi has been cursed by the evil eye. Well, that's what Layla's superstitious grandmother tells 
her. And Layla reckons it makes sense as she's sort of Australian and sort of Lebanese: a 'halfie' who 
doesn't really fit into either world. And when all hell breaks loose at the first beach party of the     
summer, Layla finds herself caught between her friends and the Lebanese kids who call themselves 
'the Cedar Army' (of which her cousin Sufia is the Queen Bee). One group has been wrongfully                 
accused and Layla knows the truth that would clear their name. But will she speak up?  
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The Inheritance 
By Armin Greder  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN  9781760526788   SCIS: 5364640 
$29.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
The Inheritance is a moving illustrated story, a call to arms to challenge the status quo and do 
more for the environment.  
 
When three brothers are left the keys to their industrial family business, they take no time to 
pause and think about their impact on the world. With little care for the future, or the future of 
their children, their greed is the only thing on display. 
 
In an interesting and thought provoking take on the environmental challenges we face today, The 
Inheritance visualises a potential future that is bleak, but could fast become a reality. It highlights 
how ignorance, complacency and greed from those in positions of economic power can have 
enormous consequences for the environment, and challenges the reader to take action. 
 
With Armin Greder’s always stunning illustrations, this book will be a great asset to discussions 
around climate change and the environment. Due to the dark and mature nature of the                        
illustrations, it is best suited to readers aged 13+. 

 

Reviewed by Ben 
 

Blurb: 

'All this will soon be yours, respect what I have built and make it prosper.' 

These are the last words of the old industrialist before dying. While the three brothers discuss how 
to fulfil their father's wishes, the sister lists for them the disastrous consequences that would      
follow: disease; marine pollution; deforestation; the destruction of the landscape; pollution of skies 
and rivers… 

The Inheritance tells of the greed of those who hold economic power, and reminds us that silence 
and inaction amount to complicity. With minimal text, this powerful story is told primarily through 
Armin Greder's distinctive illustrations that challenge the reader to question the status quo and 
fight for the future. 

Powerful storytelling from the internationally acclaimed, award-winning creator of The Island, The 
Mediterranean and Diamonds.  
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Underground : Marsupial Outlaws and Other Rebels of Australia's 
War in Vietnam  
By Mirranda Burton 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760631475  SCIS: 5364668 
$29.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Conscription during the Vietnam War is the setting for Underground, which follows the lives and 
input of some truly remarkable people, including: 
• Jean McLean, who started the Save our Sons movement and worked tirelessly to get               

conscription abolished. She went on to spend 15 years in the Victorian Parliament. 
• Jean’s friends, Clif and Marlene Pugh, whose wombat was conscripted after they spuriously 

enrolled him. 
• Bill Cantwell who was a soldier, and later a barrister, and who shows us that once you have 

experienced war it never leaves you. 
• Vietnamese refugee Mai Ho, who became the newly formed City of Maribyrnong’s first 

Mayor in 1997, and a much needed voice for her community. 
 

We see how their lives intertwine in their pursuit of a better world, free from racism and                
from conscription to war. 
 

Presented in easy to read graphic novel format, this is an ideal book for lower and middle               
secondary readers. Based on historical events, it will particularly appeal to reluctant readers who 
enjoy true stories. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

Why would a wombat be registered for war? 

It's 1965, and an old Tattersalls barrel starts rolling marbles to randomly conscript young Australian men to 
fight in the war in Vietnam. Melbourne housewife Jean McLean is outraged, as are her artist friends Clif and 
Marlene Pugh, who live in the country with their wombat, Hooper. 

Determined to wreck the system, Jean forms the Save Our Sons movement's Victorian branch, and she and her 
supporters take to the streets to protest. Meanwhile, in the small country town of Katunga, Bill Cantwell joins 
the Australian Army, and in Saigon, young Mai Ho is writing letters to South Vietnamese soldiers from her 
school desk. And when Hooper's call-up papers arrive, he mysteriously goes underground… 

As these stories intersect in unexpected ways and destinies entwine, a new world gradually emerges - a world 
in which bridges of understanding make more sense than war. This stunning graphic novel, full of empathy, 
courage and resistance, is based on true events.  
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Sugar Town Queens 
By Malla Nunn 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN  9781760526832   SCIS: 5364646 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

The author draws from her personal experience of growing up in a changing South Africa to bring 
us this powerful tale. 
 

Our story is based around 15-year-old Amandla, who lives with her often strange mother in a 
shanty town. The two have their differences, in addition to their obvious physical difference - her 
mother is a white woman, and Amandla is black. Her mother is very secretive about her past, and 
Amandla knows nothing about her father.  
 

Amandla dreams of a better life for herself. But then comes a bombshell - Amandla is actually the 
granddaughter of one of the wealthiest families in Durban. 
 

When she meets her grandmother, Mayme, they have an instant connection. But Mayme is ill and 
doesn't have much time. Can they possibly get her grandfather, who exiled her Mum when she 
got pregnant to a black man, to ever accept them in his life? 
 

This is a powerful story of confronting racism, with particularly strong female characters who 
want to change the world.  
 

Packed with themes of family and their secrets, racism, prejudice, class, friendship and                            
empowerment, this is a terrific novel for all teen readers. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

Blurb: 

Fifteen-year-old Amandla's mother has always been strange. For starters, she's a white woman living in Sugar 
Town, one of South Africa's infamous shanty towns. She won't tell anyone, not even Amandla, about her past. 
And she has visions, including ones that promise the return of Amandla's father as if he were a prince in a    
fairytale, but their hardscrabble life is no fairytale. 

Amandla knows her father is long gone - since before Amandla was born - and she's pretty sure he's not a 
prince. He's just another mystery and missing piece of her mother's past, and one of the many reasons people 
in Sugar Town give them strange looks - that and the fact that Amandla is black and her mother is not. 

Lately, her mother has been acting even more strangely, so when Amandla finds a mysterious address at the 
bottom of her mother's purse along with a large amount of cash, she decides it's finally time to get answers 
about her mother's life. With her best friends by her side, Amandla is ready to take on the devil himself, and as 
she confronts devastating family secrets and pain that has lasted a generation, taking on the devil is exactly 
what she must do.  
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The Rise of the Remarkables: The Thaumagician's Revenge 
By Gareth Ward 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781760652227  SCIS: 5368803 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 

 

Set in the world of steampunk York in England, our hero Wrench (Wren) and her trusty              
mechanoid Bot continue on their trail of destruction, trying to stop the creatures entering our 
world through a rupture. 
 

Wrench is a Brasswitch, which allows her to control all things mechanical, but her magic has         
lessened after her victory at the Minster Schism. But as her friendship with Vexanna, the new 
thaumagician grows, so does her power. 
 

Watch out Captain Flemington and the other Regulators, who want to thwart Wren and Bot’s              
ultimate aim of keeping the world safe from the constant threat of the many and varied                       
Remarkables. 
 

We are drawn in a little closer to Wren, her character and her thoughts in this story. Could Wren 
maybe even start to empathise with the Remarkables…? 
 

Most of you will be familiar with Part One which was included in our August 2020 Secondary 
Standing Order package. Although this is Part Two of this story, it can be read alone and you get 
hooked into the atmosphere and pace of the story very easily.  
 

Set in a world full of steampunk technology, magic and intriguing characters with one action                     
scene after another, this book will be best suited to readers aged 11 - 14. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

The next crackingly paced, steampunk thrill ride from award-winning master of the genre, Gareth 
Ward. 
 

Following on from the dramatic events of the first book in "The Rise of the Remarkables"                        
duology, Brasswitch and Bot, we find Wrench and Bot on the hunt for Plum with the aid of Thirteen. 
Plum is more dangerous than ever and appears to be recruiting more aberrations – determined to           
re-open the rupture. Meanwhile, the events of the Minster Schism have drained Wrench of her 
magic and she begins lessons with Master Tranter in attempt to re-kindle her powers. It is here that 
she meets Vexanna, Thirteen’s new apprentice thaumagician. They will all have their roles to play, 
as Wrench works to discover the truth about her past – and make it to her future alive.  
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Trouble Is My Business 
By Lisa Walker 
Publisher: Wakefield Press 
ISBN 9781743058442  SCIS:   5364675 
$24.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Olivia Grace has given up her dream of being a private investigator and is concentrating on her 
first year law studies. Well she is trying to anyway! 
 

But parenting her little sister while her Mum and Dad are off discovering themselves in Nepal is 
not exactly what she had in mind... 
 

When her best friend Abbey disappears while surfing at night in Byron Bay, Olivia needs to put her 
private investigator skills to good use. The more time she spends in Byron Bay, the more            
suspects she finds. And what to make of the clues she finds that Abbey has left behind?  
 

I loved this book and especially the lead character, Olivia. She is far from perfect, but does her 
best! It is a story of mystery, intrigue, family and most of all, friendship. It’s also about giving 
things a go and following your dreams.  
 

A thoroughly entertaining novel that readers in Year 10 and up will love. 
 

 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Olivia Grace, recently retired teen PI, has her priorities sorted. Pass first-year law, look after her little sister, and 
persuade her parents to come back from a Nepali monastery to resume… well, parenting. But after Olivia's 
friend Abbey goes missing in Byron Bay, a short drive from Olivia's Gold Coast home, she can't sit back and 
study Torts. It's time to go undercover as hippie-chick Nansea, in hippiechic Byron Bay, hub of influencers and 
international tourism, and home of yoga, surfing and wellness culture. 

Olivia's looking for answers, with the help of her stash of disguises, the PI skills her irresistible ex-boss Rosco 
taught her - and a nose for trouble. Her suspects include a hardcore surfer who often argued with Abbey in the 
surf, a charismatic cult leader and an acrobatic botany student. 

And then there's Rosco, officially assigned to the case, and proving impossible to avoid. 

Lisa Walker's second Olivia Grace novel is another rip-roaring excursion into madcap sunshine noir, with nods 
to Nancy Drew and Sherlock Holmes, and a flavour of Veronica Mars meets Elmore Leonard.  
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Muddy People: A Memoir 
By Sara El Sayed 
Publisher: Black Inc 
ISBN 9781760642464  SCIS:   5368815 
$29.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Sara El Sayed has written an autobiographical look at growing up in Queensland in an Egyptian 
Muslim family. 
 

Her family have so many rules. For example, Rule # 1  -  Don’t touch alcohol. Rule # 2  -  Good girls 
do not wear bikinis.  
 

Written in a humorous and heart warming way, the book is interspersed with memories of her 
family, as well her own journey. Exploring her beliefs and those of her family, both regarding             
religion and how a person, particularly a girl, should live her life. 
 

Muddy People is a funny and insightful look at growing up, from a wonderful and inspiring female 
writer, with themes including finding your own way, family, religion, racism, divorce and cultural 
diversity.  
 

A book that will be loved by those who enjoyed memoirs like Alice Pung’s marvellous Unpolished 
Gem. This is a terrific book for readers 14 and older.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

A hilarious, heartwarming memoir of growing up and becoming yourself in an Egyptian Muslim    
family. 

Soos is coming of age in a household with a lot of rules. No bikinis, despite the Queensland heat. No 
boys, unless he’s Muslim. And no life insurance, not even when her father gets cancer. 

Soos is trying to balance her parents’ strict decrees with having friendships, crushes and the freedom 
to develop her own values. With each rule Soos comes up against, she is forced to choose between 
doing what her parents say is right and following her instincts.  

When her family falls apart, she comes to see her parents as flawed, their morals based on a muddy 
logic. But she will also learn that they are her strongest defenders.  
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The Monster of Her Age 
By Danielle Binks 
Publisher: Lothian Children's Books / Hachette 
ISBN 9780734419736  SCIS:  5364681 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

As a little girl, Ellie loved the movies. Born into the famous Tasmanian Lovinger acting family, this 
was no surprise. Her grandmother, Lottie, was an acting legend, and Ellie had a wonderful                      
relationship with her growing up. 
 

Well they did have a great relationship, until Ellie starred in one of Lottie’s horror films. It was the 
film that was to rejuvenate Lottie’s faltering career, but it would be Ellie’s first and last film.  
 

What happened to Ellie during the filming would scar her for life, turn her world upside down and 
tear her family apart. Ellie moved away to try and cope, but the memories and hurt never went 
away. How could Lottie have let this happen? 
 

When Ellie and her whole family find themselves back in Tasmania to be by the side of a dying 
Lottie, family memories and secrets are brought to the surface. But can Ellie bring herself to     
forgive Lottie for what happened? 
 

With the help of her new friends that she makes at the horror movie club, particularly Riya, who 
she is immediately drawn to, Ellie must confront her past so that she can move on with her future. 
 

This is a beautiful story of family, grief, acceptance, forgiveness, facing our fears and taking a 
chance on love. It has wonderful characters, and film lovers in particular will be thoroughly                  
immersed in Ellie’s world. Best suited to readers 14 and above. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

How do you ruin someone's childhood? Ellie Marsden was born into the legendary Lovinger acting 
dynasty. Granddaughter of the infamous Lottie Lovinger, as a child Ellie shared the silver screen with 
Lottie in her one-and-only role playing the child monster in a cult horror movie. The experience left 
Ellie deeply traumatised and estranged from people she loved. Now seventeen, Ellie has returned 
home to Hobart for the first time in years. Lottie is dying and Ellie wants to make peace with her               
before it's too late. When a chance encounter with a young film buff leads her to a feminist horror 
film collective, Ellie meets Riya, a girl who she might be able to show her real self to, and at last 
comes to understand her family's legacy. A story of love, loss, family and film - a stirring, insightful 
novel about letting go of anger and learning to forgive without forgetting. And about embracing the 
things that scare us, in order to be braver.  
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The Boyband Murder Mystery 
By Ava Eldred 
Publisher: Penguin 
ISBN 9780241449431  SCIS:  5368821 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Harri has just started college, but that hasn't dulled her obsession with the boyband Half Light. 
She is immersed in their online fandom, full of people who share her passion for anything relating 
to the band. 
 

When a band member is murdered and the leading man, Frankie, is arrested on suspicion of                
murder, this sends shockwaves through the online community. Not only do Harri and her friends 
not believe this is possible, but they set about proving his innocence. Surely he is innocent? 
 

The story is fast-paced, and witty. Harri’s friendships may be online, but the real passion that they 
share makes them no less real.  
 

I loved the characters, particularly Harri and her best friend Jas. Whilst the premise of the story 
may seem a little over the top, you remain grounded in Harri’s situation and her endeavours to 
solve the mystery. 
 

Exploring online culture, idol worship, mystery and friendship, this is a thoroughly enjoyable book 
that will appeal to teen readers of all ages. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

A page-turning murder mystery from an exciting new voice in YA fiction. 

'I have long believed that loving a boyband brings with it a wealth of transferable skills, but I'd never 
imagined solving a murder would be one of them...' 

Harri and her best friends worship Half Light - an internationally famous boyband. When                        
frontman Frankie is arrested on suspicion of murdering his oldest friend Evan, Harri feels like her 
world's about to fall apart. But quickly she realises that she - and all the other Half Light superfans 
out there - know and understand much more about these boys than any detective ever could. 

Now she's rallying a fangirl army to prove Frankie's innocence - and to show the world that you 
should never underestimate a teenage girl with a passion...  
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The Opposite of Disappearing: Short Stories in Uncertain Times 
Edited by Laura Norris and R A Stephens 
Publisher: Rhiza Edge 
ISBN 9781761110290 SCIS:  5368829 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Written during the current pandemic, when we questioned everything about life, this is a                 
wonderful collection of fourteen short stories, suited to upper secondary students.  
 

These short stories are all about experiencing life, both the good and the bad times. These stories 
draw on how we can all learn from what we go through, and prove to ourselves how strong and 
resilient we really can be. 
 

They are stories of how deep experiences in life help shape who we become, and how we react to 
confronting situations.  
 

From escaping broken and violent family situations, overcoming grief, anxiety and mental health 
issues, these stories are ones that will stay with you.  
 

These stories might be short, but they are powerful and insightful, and with the stories all coming 
from different authors they tackle the theme of uncertainty from a variety of perspectives. A  
wonderful read for those living in uncertain times. 
 

 

Reviewed by Sam 

‘The centre of the room houses her favourite thing in the space: a dragonfly encased in amber. She 
loves the thin, delicate markings on its webbed wings, the tiny buds of its antennae. This is history. 
This is something precious stopped in time. And while it makes her sad to think of how the dragonfly 
made its sticky end, she thinks how cool is it that time can march on while it lies there, preserved in 
inexhaustible detail?’ 

A homeless boy walks the city in search of a prized possession. A couple wakes to a day where the 
sun refuses to rise. Two housemates, reeling from the loss of their friend, are saddled with the care 
of a pot plant. A new student attempts to include herself in the worst known environment: a new 
school. A girl, lost in time, adapts to the new normal. 

These fourteen short stories explore connectivity, resilience, grief and the small ways to navigate the 
uncertainties of life.  

Authors included: Sandy Bigna, D. J. Blackmore, Geraldine Borella, Samantha-Ellen Bound, Niko 
Campbell-Ellis, Peter Clarkson, Kelly Emmerton, Carla Fitzgerald, Kate Gordon, Deborah Huff-
Horwood, Elizabeth Macintosh, Laura Norris, Frances Prentice and R. A. Stephens. 
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Ground Zero 
By Alan Gratz 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781760979430   SCIS:  5368834 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

With September 2021 marking the 20th anniversary of the events of 9/11, this is a timely reminder for 
all those that remember the day, and also for those not yet born or too young to remember, of the        
devastation that this event caused, not only on September 11, but for many years to come. 
 

Told in alternating chapters of Brandon, a nine-year-old boy caught in the deadly attack, and of               
Reshmina, who lives in the mountains of Afghanistan in the present day, which are inhabited by the 
fragmented Taliban, along with the American forces and the Afghan National Army. 
 

Brandon finds his life altered forever on that fateful day. He was only at the World Trade Centre on 
that day because he was suspended from school, and had to go to work with his Dad. And fate would 
further play a part in how his story plays out. Brandon finds himself trying to survive the carnage, all 
with the help of strangers, including Richard, a man caught up in the chaos too, who will change             
Brandon’s life forever. 
 

For Reshmina, she leads a life sheltered and controlled by the boys and men around her, and her 
dreams of being a teacher seem just that, dreams. But when she makes a decision that sees their 
whole village come under threat, she will learn things about life that she never knew, and realise just 
how strong she really is. 
 

This is a highly emotive, and at times confronting story, about events both during and after the 9/11 
attack. Brandon and Reshmina are both strong but vulnerable children, dealing with unthinkable           
situations. The relationship and bond formed between Brandon and Richard in these circumstances is 
an uplifting and remarkable one. Suited to readers across all secondary levels. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

It's September 11, 2001. Brandon, a 9-year-old boy, goes to work for the day with his dad... at the World 
Trade Center in New York City. When two planes hit the towers, Brandon and his father are trapped      
inside a fiery nightmare as terror and confusion swirl around them. Can they escape—and what will the 
world be like when they do? In present-day Afghanistan, Reshmina is an 11-year-old girl who is used to 
growing up in the shadow of war, but she has dreams of peace and unity. When she ends up harboring a 
wounded young American soldier, she and her entire family are put in mortal danger. But Reshmina also 
learns something surprising about the roots of this endless war. With his trademark skill and insight, Alan 
Gratz delivers an action-packed and powerful story of two kids whose lives connect in unexpected ways, 
and reminds us how the past and present are always more linked than we think.  
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Girls in Boys’ Cars 
By Felicity Castagna 
Publisher: Pan Australia / Pan Macmillan Australia 
ISBN 9781760982980  SCIS:  5364687 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Rosa and her best friend Asheeka are so sick of pretending to be what their parents want them to 
be. They are also sick of boys seeing them as objects and not people. 
 
When Asheeka has a fight with her boyfriend, they grab his car and drive off. Maybe a road trip is 
a good idea! Then again, stealing food and credit cards and finding places to stay is so foreign to 
anything they have ever done before that they begin to wonder who they really are... 
 
Eventually Rosa gets caught and ends up in juvenile detention, and Asheeka disappears. The story 
is told by Rosa, as she tries to make sense of their friendship, their ill-fated road trip, as well as 
who they are and who they might want to be. 
 
It’s a true coming of age story and a journey of self-discovery, that is a great read for teens in            
middle to upper secondary.  
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 

 

Rosa was never really trying to hurt anyone, no matter what they said in court. But she's ended up in 
juvenile jail anyway, living her life through books and wondering why her best mate Asheeka                   
disappeared.  

A page-turning novel about a complicated friendship; a road trip through NSW in a stolen car; the 
stories that define us; and two funny, sharp, adventurous young women who refuse to be held back 
any longer.  
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