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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:   
• Exploration and Observation 
• Celebrating Australia 
• Independence 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
• Flip through the book and look at the colour of the sky. How does it change from the beginning to the end? What  
 does this mean? 
• Why would seeing the flying fox pups remind the main character that it is nearly dark? 
• The character in this book spends time watching what the animals are doing rather than approaching the animals. 
 Why do you think the character does this? 
• How do you think you should behave around animals you meet out in the wild? 
• Do you think goanna hatchlings are really building treehouses? Do froglets really tap-dance? Why/why not? What 
 do you think they could be doing in real life instead? 
• There are lots of plants in this book! Are there any that you’ve never heard of before now? 
• This book is set in Australia. Does it look familiar to the part of Australia you live in? 
• Have you ever been to a billabong? Do you know why a billabong is different to a lake? 
• In Babies at the Billabong, we don’t see any pets like dogs or cats, or wild animals like foxes. These are animals 

you might have come across before, but they are not native to Australia. We call them ‘introduced species’. Do 
you know what the difference is between introduced species and native species? 

• The main character is having an adventure all on their own. Where do you think the main character’s parents are? 
• Does the character seem like they are having a good time on their own? Why/why not? 
• Do you like doing things on your own? How do you entertain yourself when there is no-one else around? Do you 

get bored? Do you feel lonely? 
• You might have noticed that the main character doesn’t have a name in this book. Why do you think that might 

be? Would you have preferred to know their name? Why/why not? 
• Rhyme: Rhyme is very important in this book. Can you find rhyming words on each page? 
• Cumulative tales: This book introduces a cumulative pattern to describe all of the sights that the main character 

has seen. You could play a memory game with the cumulative tale in this book, or introduce a new cumulative tale 
in a classroom activity. 

Echidna puggles drumming, Cockatoo chicks eating cake, Green tree froglets tap dancing... What else might you see 
on a trip to the billabong? From the fabulous picture-book partnership behind By the Billabong comes this energetic 
and playful journey through the day in the Australian landscape. But wait - what happens when it gets dark?!  
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