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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:  

• Little Penguins 

• Resilience 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
Before Reading: Discuss children’s own experiences with little penguins. 

• What do they know about penguins in general? Have they seen them? Where? Ask children what they would like to 
know about the species. 

• Discuss the title. What clues might it give about the story? 
After Reading Discussion: 

• Return to the title. Ask children if their understanding of the title has changed. 

• What have children learned or discovered after listening to the story? 

• Discuss the setting – what do children know about St Kilda? How does that impact on their understanding of the story? 

• Why do you think the St Kilda penguin colony is special? 

• Should it be protected? Why? 
Examine and discuss the following pages: 

• Pages 4/5: Ask children if they can identify the species depicted. Have they ever encountered these? Where? Ask    
children how they could identify and find out more about the creatures? 

• Pages 6/7 and 28/29. Examine both pages: Ask children what potential dangers the penguins face? Which of the two 
environments could be the most dangerous for penguins? Close to shore or the Rip?  

Extended Activities:  
Creative Writing: 

• Imagine you are the male penguin who builds the first burrow at St Kilda. Rewrite the story as though you are the     
penguin. 

• Imagine you are a volunteer protecting the penguins. Write about your evening watching the penguins. Imagine you 
are a rakali. Write about your life with your neighbours, the little penguins. For all these prompts, remind children to 
consider how the creatures might feel about the constant visitors. 

Persuasive Writing: Wild animals have no place in the city! 

• Write a persuasive piece of writing agreeing or disagreeing with this statement. 
Human Interaction: Watch The Penguin Connection 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvDn8D75x9I 

• Compare the penguins’ behaviour during COVID lockdown (3.26 in the movie) to when people are watching them. 

• Do you think the penguins like having an audience? 

• Ask students to identify the potential risks that so many people could pose to the penguins. 

The little penguins come to the rich waters of the bay to hunt, but they don’t stay. There is no place to build a home. So they 
travel far, back to their island. What will it take for one little penguin to make the bay his home?  
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