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From the author and illustrator of many beloved classic picture books comes 
a story about an Australian Christmas. Beautiful and heartwarming, this is a 
book that is destined to become a family favourite. ‘Joy comes in the morning’
It’s Christmas Eve in 1932, and Joey, Ellie and their parents are droving cattle in 
the drought. How will Santa find them on the long and dusty road? And will there 
be pudding and presents and a tree in the morning? But Joey knows that Christmas always comes.
From two of Australia’s best-loved picture book creators comes a story about finding joy and beauty where you 
least expect it, and how kindness can create miracles.

Themes:   Christmas - Country life - Family - Kindness - Finding joy

Discussion Questions and Activities:
• Are there any clues on the front cover or first pages as to where and when the story might be set?
• Can you relate to the life that Joey and Ellie were living on the farm?
• How different is their life during this time and setting to your life now?
• Why do you think Mr Darcy was initially not happy to see Joey and Ellie on his farm? 
• Why do you think his attitude changed towards them? Discuss how lived experiences and loss can impact on 

our attitude towards life and those around us.
• ‘I reckon any Christmas can be the best one in the world’. Discuss what you think Mr Darcy meant by this.
• Everyone in the story realised that you can make Christmas special, regardless of the material things. How 

important are the simple things about Christmas to you and your family?
• What is the overriding feeling that you take away from reading this story?

Activities:
• The apricot tree ‘was the most beautiful Christmas tree Ellie had ever seen’. Create your own unique Christmas 

Tree that is unlike any traditional Christmas tree. Display these in your classroom.
• Design your own Christmas stocking that can be hung around your class.
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