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A glorious new picture book from the bestselling creators of What Do You Call 
Your Grandpa? and What Do You Call Your Grandma? 
In every corner of the globe, as years begin and end, there are many ways to 
celebrate with family and friends.
From bestselling duo Ashleigh Barton and Martina Heiduczek comes a joyous 
book that explores the many different ways we celebrate the close of one year and the beginning of another.
What Do You Do to Celebrate? is a fascinating look at festivities and traditions from all around the world.

Themes:  Celebrations around the world - Traditions - Families

Discussion Questions:
• Before reading the book, have a discussion with your class about what special festivities they celebrate around 

the beginning and the end of the year. You might like to create a chart of all the various ones that your children 
celebrate and count how many different ones there are.

• After reading, discuss any celebrations that were not included on your list or that your class might not be 
familiar with.

• Think about how you celebrate the beginning and end of the year. Discuss:
• What makes your celebration special?
• What are some of the traditions that surround your celebration? This could be things like activities 

that you do on the day, or things that you what you might wear or eat, or gifts you might give.
• Does your family have their own unique traditions?

• Do you think it is important to stop and reflect at the end of the year?
• What clues are there in the story as to where each celebration is set?
• How does where we live in the world impact on our end of year celebrations?
• How would your traditions change if it was cold and snowing in December and January, as opposed to be being 

hot and sunny? Do you think you would enjoy a change? Discuss.
Activity:
• Study all the names of the children and their country at the back of the book. In small groups, choose one of 

these children and find out more about their celebration.
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