
Xavier in the Meantime 
By Kate Gordon  
Publisher: Riveted Press 
ISBN 9780645218091  SCIS: 5387222  
$15.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Xavier tries hard to be happy, but his struggles with depression - the black dog that never seems to 
leave him - make him question everything. 
 

He loves his Mum and Dad, and knows that they love him, and he enjoys spending time with his 
best friend Aster. When they come up with the idea to turn his Dad’s sheep farm into a place that 
kids like them can go, to hug animals and experience the joy of being outdoors, he thinks at last 
the black dog is gone. 
 

This is a confronting book about Xavier’s real struggles with depression, and his hopes and fears for 
the future. It is a companion book to Aster’s Good Right Things, but it is a standalone as it is        
Xavier’s story. 
 

It is beautifully written and Xavier, Aster and their families are great characters and they will help 
readers gain an understanding of mental health issues, and how love and support can help. 
 

Best suited to readers 10 years and older. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website. 

Blurb: 
 

Sometimes Xavier wakes up feeling hopeless. 
 

Every new doctor… this will fix it.  
 

Removing him from school… this will fix it.  
 

The therapy group… this will fix it.  
 

And his dad moving out. Maybe, this will fix it.  
 

Despite his positive affirmations, the black dog never really leaves him. It watches from the corner 
of his room, never straying too far away—waiting for the perfect opportunity to sink its teeth in. 
But Xavier has a plan—one he hopes will help all the kids in his support group. Enlisting the help of 
best friend Aster, he tries to convince his dad to turn the family sheep farm into a therapy retreat 

for the group session kids. But he is up against decades of tradition, his parents who are on a 
“break,” and the spectre of the black dog. 
 

Can Xavier learn to cherish the moments in between the struggles—the moments in the          
meantime? 
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Omar Rising 
By Aisha Saeed  
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781911231400   SCIS: 5388770 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a companion story to the wonderful Amal Unbound, that was published in 2018, but with a different 
main character it is definitely a stand alone story. 
 

Omar is a character that you will feel an affinity with right from the start of the book. He loves his family, 
friends and his community, and is extremely intelligent. He knows education is his best chance to have a 
more prosperous life. So when he gets into the prestigious Ghalib Academy on a scholarship, he is                     
determined to make the most of this opportunity.  
 

He quickly makes friends - some are other scholarship students, and some are not. But things are not in 
equal between the different groups of students right from the start. Only full fee paying students can join 
the clubs that the school offers. Although at first this is devastating, he accepts that this is the way it is. Then 
he learns that they must also do chores that the fee paying students do not have to do. How can this be fair? 
 

However, this is only the start of the battle! No matter how hard he and his scholarship friends work, it just is 
never enough. How are they going to get through this, and not bring shame on their families by being          
expelled? 
 

Omar decides that it is time to stand up and try to bring about change. But this is going to take enormous 
courage, determination and resilience. This is a wonderful story about the power of friendship, education 
and student activism and will be thoroughly enjoyed by all students in upper primary and lower secondary. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

From the internationally bestselling author of Amal Unbound comes a delightful companion novel featuring 
a new lead character, Omar. 
 

In this compelling companion to the bestseller Amal Unbound, Omar finds a way to change the corrupt               
system in his new school. 
 

Omar, the son of a servant, is thrilled when he gets a scholarship to an elite school. But he's not so thrilled 
when he finds out that the school weeds out kids like him by requiring them to get higher grades than        
fee-paying kids so it's almost impossible for scholarship students to graduate. On top of that, they aren't 
allowed to join clubs or teams, and have to do menial chores. It's a good thing Omar has learnt to hold on to 
his dreams. With the help of his friend Amal and his new school mates - and with the threat of expulsion 
looming over him - he sets out to do what seems impossible - change a rigged system. 
 

Omar Rising is an exciting middle-grade story about student activism, believing in yourself and fighting for 
justice.  

February 2022 
Lower Secondary 



I’ll Keep You Close 
By Jeska Verstegen  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760526917  SCIS: 5384637 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a touching story of a young girl discovering the tragedy her family suffered during WWII. 
 

Beautifully written and translated from Dutch, we slowly find out how Jeska’s family were affected, 
and the ways that it still touches their lives today. 
 

Her mother’s family were Jewish, and some suffered the ultimate loss at the hands of the Nazis. 
This tragedy can still be felt in their home with closed curtains, and rules like don’t make too much 
noise or attract attention to yourself. 
 

With Jeska’s grandma seriously ill, Jeska shares some memories with her from her treasured photo 
album that lead Jeska to uncover what really happened that her mother refuses to even speak 
about. 
 

With themes of war and the resulting generational trauma, family taboos and hope for a brighter 
future as seen through a young girl’s eyes, this book is ideal for readers in upper primary and lower 
secondary. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

A beautifully written novel based on a true story about a young girl who comes to understand why her 
mother is so fearful and overprotective when her class starts studying the Holocaust. 
Jeska doesn't know why her mother keeps the curtains drawn so tightly every day. And what exactly is she 
trying to drown out when she floods the house with Mozart? What are they hiding from? 
 

When Jeska's grandmother accidentally calls her by a stranger's name, she seizes her first clue to uncovering 
her family's past, and hopefully to all that's gone unsaid. With the help of an old family photo album, her 
father's encyclopedia collection, and the unquestioning friendship of a stray cat, the silence begins to melt 
into frightening clarity: Jeska's family survived a terror that they've worked hard to keep secret all her life. 
And somehow, it has both nothing and everything to do with her, all at once. 
 

A true story of navigating generational trauma as a child, I'll Keep You Close is about what comes after      
disaster: how survivors move forward, what they bring with them when they do, and the promise of        
beginning again while always keeping the past close. 
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Rockstar Detectives 
By Adam Hills 
Publisher: Puffin / Penguin 
ISBN 9780241505977   SCIS: 5388774  
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Twelve-year-old Charley has become a singing sensation overnight. All thanks to her best friend 
George and his video camera! 
 

Together with their tour manager, Sam (who is the cousin of Charley’s mum) the two of them em-
bark on a series of tours to packed crowds. First Amsterdam, Rome and then Paris. All while still 
trying to juggle going to school between the shows. 
 

But there is a big problem. Every time they are near a major landmark in each country, a theft         
occurs. And the evidence is pointing directly at them every time! 
 

The two friends embark on a mission to prove their innocence. But who would want to set them 
up? They believe there are a number of likely candidates, and the longer it goes on, the list of who 
might want to see them in trouble grows. It includes Sam, who has been acting very strangely, 
Vanessa Devine, the girl from school who thought she would be a singing star, Loredana23 the 
mystery social media follower, the mystery red-haired girl and Miss Fairburn, their art teacher.  
 

This is a wonderfully funny and entertaining story about determination, friendship, inclusion,     
believing in yourself and your talent, and being prepared to put yourself out there. 
 

It will be enjoyed by all students in Year 5 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

A fabulously funny debut novel from comedian Adam Hills featuring a young detective dream 
team, perfect for fans of Sharna Jackson, Robin Stevens, David Baddiel and David O'Doherty. 
 

When a priceless painting goes missing, Charley - a 12-year-old viral singing sensation - and her 
best friend George - camera whizz and budding comedian - are shocked to discover they're the 
prime suspects. 
 

Now Charley and George have to prove they're not international criminals - all while nailing a    
stellar European tour and keeping up with their homework! But as news of high-profile heists hits 
the headlines wherever they go, Charley and George keep finding themselves in the spotlight for 
all the wrong reasons. 
 

Can they solve these baffling crimes and save themselves, or will their shot for stardom be over 
almost as soon as it's begun?  
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