
February 2022 
Secondary Fiction 

The Other Side of Tomorrow 
By Hayley Lawrence 
Publisher: Scholastic Australia 
ISBN 9781760976453   SCIS: 5384642   
$15.99 

Blurb: 

What if you thought you had forever... To live your life. To tell your story. But what if forever was 
taken from you? When your tomorrows are counted, all you have is this moment. And this story you 
wish was never yours to tell. When Abby traded her life in the city for a wholesome new life on the 
coast, it was meant to be a fresh start for her family. Behind them was the sickness and sadness of 
the past. But sickness doesn’t always play by the rules. And as Abby’s past threatens to swallow her 
future, she is forced to decide what is most important. What she will fight for. And she will fight. For 
however many days she has left.  

Lamont Review: 
 

This is an emotion packed story of 15-year-old Abby’s journey with neuroblastoma. She is already 
a rarity herself - after first being diagnosed at age two and having been through chemotherapy, 
she has been in remission since then. 
 

But now it is back. And although she doesn't remember the first fight against cancer, she is ready 
for this one. But when chemotherapy doesn't work, and a new therapy fails, reality needs to be 
faced. 
 

It is time to manage her transition to death. This is an emotional journey, seen mostly through 
Abby’s eyes, but we also see the effects this dreadful diagnosis has on her Mum and Dad, and her 
friends.  
 

I loved this story and read it in one sitting, only pausing a few times to cry and slow the journey to 
the inevitable conclusion. A story that teaches us to savour life and the opportunities that we are 
given. 
 

Definitely a tough topic, but it is wonderfully written, with themes of death and living while you 
can, and as well as dealing with grief. It is filled with love and understanding, and it will be most 
appreciated by readers 14 and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Secondary Book 
of the Month 



Fish Out of Water 
By Kate Hendrick 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781922458346   SCIS: 5384649 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

What starts out as a teenage coming-of-age novel builds momentum until it is so much more. 
 

Finn is a 15-year-old champion swimmer, who is going about his regular life of training and school. 
He is dedicated to his swimming training, and he doesn’t have much time for friends.  
 

Finn’s Dad has not been around for the last three years - he just disappeared. His Dad was a              
national level swimmer and outwardly a great guy, but as the story unfolds it reveals his abusive 
behaviour towards his wife.  

Despite this, Finn still wants to believe that his Dad was a good guy - but memories keep appearing 
that show that this just was not true. As more of Finn’s memories come to the surface, his family’s 
hidden past explodes around him. I did not see the twist coming, and this is certainly a book well 
worth reading.  
 

Containing themes of family abuse, repressed memories, and understanding your own sexuality, it 
will be best suited to readers 14 and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob  
 

Blurb: 

Finn the Swimmer. Finn the Winner. Finn who works hard and pushes through and never gives up. 

Or just Finn. And whatever Finn could be. 

Life is pretty simple for fifteen-year-old Finn: just keep following the black line in the pool. But in a 
moment it all changes: distracted by a familiar face in the crowd, he falters on the blocks and loses 
not just the race, but the single-minded focus that has driven him this far. 

Did he really see what he thinks he saw? It doesn’t seem possible—not after what happened—but 
now Finn can’t stop wondering, and everything is starting to unravel. For the first time, he’s got no 
idea what he’s supposed to do or who he’s supposed to listen to. His bossy older sister, Connie, who 
wants to know the truth? The whip-smart and unforgiving Aaliyah? Or the unflappable Loki, who gets 
Finn like no one else ever has? 

It turns out that in life there’s no such thing as a simple choice. And sometimes there’s no choice at 
all.  
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Only A Monster 
By Vanessa Len  
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760878313  SCIS: 5384677 
$22.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Joan is a monster, who can steal time and has powers. She is from a very long line of monsters, 
from her mother’s Hunt side of the family. Joan had no idea about any of this  -  until now!  
 

What starts as an ordinary day - Joan is going to meet Nick, a boy she likes from work - suddenly 
comes crashing down around her when she steals time from a stranger. The realisation that she is 
monster is terrifying to Joan. This is not how her life is supposed to be.  
 

But Joan has no choice. Her family is one of the twelve powerful monster families that rule London, 
and Joan finds herself thrust into the middle of this dangerous world whether she likes it or not. 
Forced to go on the run with Aaron Oliver, a member of another monster family who are their arch 
enemies, Joan is going to have learn to control her powers fast if she has any chance of saving her-
self and her family... 
 

This is a gripping, fast-paced time travelling story that will have you hooked! It blurs the lines of 
who is really a hero, and who isn’t, and will keep readers enthralled. 
 

It is at times quite brutal and confronting, and will best suit readers 15 and older. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 
 

Blurb: 

Don't forget the rule. No one can know what you are. What we are. You must never tell anyone 
about monsters. 

Only a monster would kill a hero. Right? 

Every family has its secrets, but the summer Joan Chang-Hunt goes to stay with her Gran in London, 
she learns hers is bigger than most. The Hunts are one of twelve families in London with terrifying, 
hidden powers. 

Joan is half-monster. And what's more, her summer crush Nick isn't just a cute boy - he's hiding a 
secret as well; a secret that places Joan in terrible danger. 

When the monsters of London are attacked, Joan is forced on the run with the ruthless Aaron Oliver, 
heir to a monster family who are sworn enemies of her own. Joan is drawn deeper into a world that 
simmers with hostilities, alliances and secrets. And her rare and dangerous power means she's being 
hunted. She'll have to embrace her own monstrousness if she is to save herself, and her family.     
Because in this story . . . 

. . . she is not the hero.  
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Luminous 
By Mara Rutherford  
Publisher: HQ Young Adult US / Harper Collins 
ISBN 9781867241256  SCIS: 5388748  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is an easy to follow, magical story set in the land of Antalla. Our main character, Liora, is               
literally luminous, but has spent her whole life hiding and not understanding the true strength of 
her power. 
 

This all changes when she is noticed by Darius, the evil warlock who controls the King and drains 
other mages of their power. 
 

Liora risks losing everything she loves, including Evran, her friend who lives next door and secret 
shadow mage, and her little sister Mina, who Darius is holding captive in the castle, forcing Liora 
to act on his will. Can Liora, with the help of Evran, overcome Darius and his evil plans? 
 

Full of magic and adventure, with the feel of a fairytale, this is a great story. With themes of good 
versus evil, finding your true identity and inner strength, working to overcome obstacles, and just 
a little romance, it is a great book for all secondary level readers. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

Her sister has been taken, and the only boy she’s ever loved has disappeared. To get them back, she’ll have to 
use the magic she’s always feared. 

Liora has shone from within ever since a star collided with her house when she was a child. Since that day, she 
has spent her life indoors, only venturing out on the brightest days when her magic can’t be detected. For   
discovery could mean falling prey to the king’s warlock, Darius, who uses mages’ magic to grow his own power. 

But when her worst nightmare comes to pass, and Darius discovers her, she’s not the one taken. Instead, he 
demands that her younger sister return to the capital with him to work under his watchful eye. To make 
matters worse, Evran, Liora’s childhood friend and the only one who knows her secret, goes missing following 
Darius’s visit, leaving Liora with no one to turn to. 

To find Evran and to save her sister, Liora must embrace the power she has always feared. But the greatest 
danger she’ll face is yet to come, for Darius has plans in motion that will cause the world to fall into chaos — 
and Liora and Evran may be the only ones who can stop him. 

February 2022 
Secondary Fiction 



At The End of Everything 
By Marieke Nijkamp  
Publisher: Sourcebooks Fire / New South Books 
ISBN 9781728257587  SCIS: 5388751 
$21.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in The Hope Juvenile Detention facility, a place where strict controls mean those inside certainly don’t 
have any hope. Things change overnight when all of the staff disappear. 
 
The teens inside soon discover the guards disappearance is because of a pandemic that starts as a cough 
and quickly leads to death.  
 
As they start succumbing to the disease, they quickly learn a few things. Firstly, no one is coming for them. 
Secondly, they can’t escape, as there are soldier controlled roadblocks that they cannot pass, and the          
soldiers will shoot to kill. 
 
So their survival instincts kick in. About half of them choose to try their luck, together out in the woods. The 
remainder allocate jobs, like doctor, cook, hunter and undertaker. They establish a kind of system of                  
leadership. 
 
The story is really that of those left behind and their strength in these extreme conditions. You feel for each 
of them, and hope for their ultimate survival.  
 
There are huge ethical and moral issues and discrimination, but ultimately there is a message of hope,         
kindness and friendship, told while facing a terrible pandemic, and it makes this is a gripping and timely 
novel, suitable for all readers 14 and older. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of This Is Where It Ends comes an emotional and timely story 
of incarcerated teens fighting to stay alive amidst a deadly pandemic. The Hope Juvenile Treatment Center is 
ironically named. No one has hope for the teenagers who have been exiled there; the world barely       
acknowledges that they exist. Then the guards at Hope start acting strange. And one day...they don't show 
up. At first, the teens are thrilled. But when they band together to make a break from the facility, they       
encounter soldiers outside the gates. There's a rapidly spreading infectious disease outside, and no one can 
leave their houses or travel without a permit. Which means that they're stuck at Hope for good. And this 
time, no one is watching out for them at all. As supplies quickly dwindle and the plague passes through their 
ranks, the group has to decide whom among them they can trust and figure out how they can survive in a 
world that has never seemed to want them.  
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I Must Betray You 
By Ruta Sepetys 
Publisher: Hodder Children’s Books / Hachette Children's Books 
ISBN 9781444967630  SCIS: 5388759    
$22.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Cristian is seventeen and lives in Romania. His life is ruled by fear, under the dictatorship of               
Nicolae Ceausescu.  
 

Cristian and his grandfather listen to the Voice of America in secret on their radio and Cristian 
longs for freedom. He longs for enough food, for heat and electricity in the winter, and to have his 
own thoughts. 
 

There are secret police everywhere, and so many informers. When the secret police approach 
Cristian and blackmail him, he must choose to become an informer or risk the lives of all his family 
and friends. Who can he trust and what choice will he make? 
 

Based on true events in Romania prior to the revolution in 1989, this is an eye opening story of 
the brutal, daily reality of life in a dictatorship.  
 
Cristian and his friends are wonderful characters, and it is an enthralling story that you will find 
hard to put down. The courage and resilience shown in their fight for freedom is truly inspiring. 
 

A great read for students in Year 9 and up. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Trapped by an evil dictatorship, will Cristian be forced to betray his family or will he risk everything 
he loves to resist? A powerful YA thriller, inspired by real events, from a Carnegie Medal-winning  
author. Cristian has lived his entire life in the grip of a repressive dictatorship. The country is                     
governed by fear. When the secret police blackmail him, Cristian has an impossible choice. Save the 
life of his sick grandfather by informing on his family, or risk his life - and all of theirs - by resisting? At 
17, Cristian dreams of being free but doesn't know where to turn. In this climate of constant           
suspicion, can he trust his best friend, his girlfriend or even his family? Closely based on the real 
events of the Romanian Revolution of 1989, this is a powerful, heart-breaking thriller from the   
award-winning YA author of Salt to the Sea.  
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